New Federal Bmldmgs for Fairbanks and Anchorage Postpbned

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Sena-
tor Mike Gravel announced that
hearings scheduled for later this
month in Anchorage and Fair-
banks on new federal buildings
in both cities have been post-
poned.

The reason is that the Con-
gress will be in session at least
through October 14 and legis-
lators and staff members are un-
able to be absent from Washing-
ton for the five days the hearings

would require at a time of heavy
Congressional work.

The hearings were scheduled
for October 11 in Fairbanks,
and October 13 in Anchorage.
Senator Gravel, who is chairman
of the Senate Subcommittee on
Public Buildings and Grounds,
said that he plans to reschedule
the hearings for sometime later
this year or very early in 1973.

The hearings are being held

at Senator Gravel's insistence so
that members of each communi-
ty may participate in the plan-
ning for the major federal com-
plexes. .

The hearings are open to the
public and will focus on the lo-

cation and design of the struct-
ure.

The Anchorage building has
beéen approved by the Congress.
The Fairbanks building is await-
ing action by the Nixon ad-

ministration,  before Congress
can act.

Senator Gravel has been pres-
suring the Administration to re-
lease the prospectus for the Fair-
banks building so that the Con-
gress can consider it promptly.

Both buildings were origina-
ted by Senator Gravel in his sub-
committee on Public Buildings
and Grounds.

The Anchorage building will

contain one million square feet
and  will be constructed at a
cost of S71 million. 1t will be
the fargest and most costly build-
ing in the State of Alaska.

The Fairbanks building is esti-
mated at $21 million and is ex-
pected to contain approximately
350,000 square feet.

Senator Gravel feels that the
hearings are an important part
of the process of constructing
the buildings.

“The citizens of Anchorage
and Fairbanks have an opportun-
ity i these hearings to deter-
mine e advance the impact
these buildings will have on then
communities,” he said.

“The future growth of both
cities can be deternined by de-
asions on location and design ot
these structures. Each buillding
will be a hub forats aty. b
this reason, decisions should be
caretully consudered with a wide
range of views presented. The
hearings wall assure that this s
done.”



