State
backtracks

on ICWA
challenges

By LINDA LORD-JENKINS
Twrndray Tirmes Editor

A challenge 1o 1the India
Clhald  Weliae LN Vil
dropped and thie state positom
o the Frdon Heos pamesip
Act will bhe  clanined
fesult ool g mweeline herwe
Gow, Jav Hammend and Ala
L“J \'l,j| 1% |I.'I'|""\-|I' -.|| |'.l"-|

Hamumond mer winh rep
sentatives of Alaska Mative Be
gromal Corporations and organi.
zations in January w0 discuss
several «tate challenges 1o Na
tive  nights  amd  protections
T hiovse 1SsuCs included a stale
claim that Alaska MNatives are
i not entitied 10 protection un-

der the Indan Child Welfare
Act because they gave up all
rights to that protection with
the Alaska Native Claims Sel-
tlement  Act (ANSUAL  was
assed

[he challenge grew out o
a child custody case m Fan
banks i which the Alaska
Department  of  law  Claimed
that Matives are not Jdue any

special protection m custody,
cases because they aren’t e
nically  Native  because  of
ANSCA

According 1o a letrer sent
from Hammond 1o Frank Fer
guson, a state senalor roun
Kotzebue and the presidem
of the Alaska Federation o
Matives, the challenge occurred
because of a misunderstanding
in the Fairbanks office of the
Department of Law

Hammond said the chal-
lenge “should mot have devel-

(Continued on Page Nine)
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