
Superhuman struggle to read
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After making an almost susu.su.

perhuman effort to learn to
speak , read.readread ., and write the EngEng..
lishIM language, Katherine AttiaAttla
of HusHaHuslia is now working to
keep Native Alaskan languages
and culture alive among the
young.young. AttiaAttla was the keynote
speaker at the Bilingual-Bicul.BilingualBicul.BilingualBicul.Bicul- .
luralrural conference held in An-AnAn.-.

' -

choragelastchorage last week.week .

HundredHundreds! of participants
from statewide attended the
event , which wajwas sponsored
by the Alaska Department of
Education.Education.

AllAttlala recalled-howrecalledhow-- as a young
girl growing up in the village

of CutOff , she spoke only
her Athabascan tongue up
until the ageago of 12.12. "ThenThen" 1I

(Continued on Page Ten )
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( began 'toto'

, understandunderstanddanarid speak
veryvery'' little ,*"* ,she remembered ,

R 4AtAt age ,1414, , I was .abfeabfe.
abfe toto ,

speakipeik better.better. *"* ' There , 'was'waswas"' '" nono''
school forforAttla,Attia toto'gotogo'go toto, and
still'still' itw'sheshe' -couldcould.couldcould-. n6tnbt , teadread -ww-tar

u

write.write.
In ttiosithosd((, , daysdaytyshe,", she epentspent'spent'

much timetime-outtimeout-out onOwla traplinetrephine
with .herher. grandfathergrattdfatheri,,; When
they needed new

,
euppliessupplies from

,

the toreistorm( heAe wouldwould havehave Kath-KathKatlh-
'

erineulna take a dog team lnt9thqinto ,the
community to get what they'they'
oeededneeded ,

8 The"
,The '

, fint, thing
1I wouldwould'

'
'do'do' ' whenwhen I.I1.1. leachedreached

the viIlage.AttlaviIlageAttlavillage," .
remembered ,

| "II"l would ;
, ttaritarf playing foot.foottoot.toot.

| ballballr!
, Finally ; :, after tlthe game

_ 1 was overoven,; ;: the would go, to.thfttothftto.thtoth. ,

Storestdie , andpgetand get 'thth'thithi' * ., ;up'pUeyiuppUeyiupplietK
'

, ,

MostMostrofof themihem, anyway.anyway..
'-

"youiifbrgotyouiifbrgot'You"oiYouoi''" ," this ,; and'yo-
u

andyo-
u

and-yo-
uan-dyo-u ,

forgot 1W CrandfathtrGrandfather
- ! would ( tell( me , Thin I decided'decided'

fmIra going t&maketmakeiomake&; ai list , sos4 1l
-) wouldnwouldn'twouldnt' 'forget'forget' '! "" MakingMakini ; a ,

list wawas notean6tea3y, y for igirla girl who
couldn'tcouldntcouldn't write.writewrite.,4ttliwrite.4ttliwrite4ttli..

,
1 found1ournd

herself takingiaklig the paper .wrap-.wrap.wrap.wrap.wrap. -.
pngoiffplngoff( ,

, cariicarts of'milk'ofmilkofthiw.ofthiw', '. to write.write.

and , using 4etie( lead fromfront.22front22,
, .2222. ,

calibercali6oibullets-forcali6oibulletsforbuDeti
-

fo ( pencilspencils..,
, For textbooklshetextbooks-she.textbooksshe.textbooksshe.she;-., had the

labels on the , supplietuppli4 which
she already4already'already' had bought.bought;. SheShe

recalled taking down a cancart

ofcoffeecoffee , anditd copying , over
and over on herbet milk wrappings
what she believed was ,thtfthe
word "coffeecoffee"coffee'coffee" ,?' Attla'sAttlas' , step.step.,

mother could'couldcould'could'' not speak EngEng..
lishto , but she could read ,itit She -,

took .a'.aa.aa. ', look.look. at her ,
diughiecdiuoees*

workwprk , and discovereddiseoveied that sfieshe
had , not beenbeet writing coffebcoffee
at , all ,?, but rather the brand
namennammel!

jOther
?
Other times.times., AttiaAttla foufoupdid

herself "WithWithwithtnothing"
( nothing to write

on'ThenonThenon;: ',Then she Would use her
finger and writewrite'' words in the(he

'snow , "ButBut'But"' i-myimyray- finger got
coldcold'cold'*' she said , "soso" I had to
use a stick ! " At times , she

wouldw4ti1d
,
studystudy'' lafelate atstnight.ThennightThennight . Tlien

lier4ier grandfather would teUtell herhas
thehe hadhad'' to , get

, up earlyearfy'toearfyto*'lo go90
check the-.trapunethe-trapunethetraplines., , anrfend toso she
ha'4ha4ha4'' '

.betterbetter.
etier go fo1o'1o' deep.deepsleep.sleep. -II-'1

would
,

turn 'downdown'AowdtheAowdthe
'

, the lamp , ''?!
'AttiaAttia'Attla'tecafedAttlatecafed' ;' recalled , Then'Then' when "ii"I.I.,

heard himhurl , would'wouldwould"'"snoring.snoring.;' It
turnturn the , lamp badeback upup , I'I'

'OvouldOvouldwould' studyTseudyr"seudyr, " '

Her effortefforts paid , off.off.'" Later ,
theshe waswan-ablewanable"ableable"- to get a

,
jobjolt

, In ,

'aa' a villageWage store as a-
.

a
.
clerk.clerk., Her

work.thercworktherc'worktherqworktherq'
., '

sharpenedshirpened her read.read.
In|n and.andand.'writingand.writingandwriting. writing ,,. skills.skills.." When
herhot; childrenchildreq wentwent; offpftr to school
at-.a-

tat. Mount ; Edgecumbetdgecumbe'shetdgecumbeshe, 'she was
able toto"readtoread"

,read
'-
back.

b-

ack.
b-

ack
,'thelrtheir letters , andnd

writewrite. . lettersletters back . Attia
, hhua

served on-'theon'thetheon -:'the'KoyukuktheKoyukuk'Koyukulc RiveItiYZ
Fish and anieame Advisorydv3sory Corn.Corn... .

niittce,1theociu'schooniittce1theociuschoomittee , the Joe) '

school.board.board.board.,board . "'
'thethe"the
'" Huslialiuslia CoiwfltKeJndianCo4r ca , ,atlieindiac
EducatlonEducailon"'CommitteeEducailonCommittee"'tonimittee , an4and ,)Ia'Iaf'-1

f-
1
'

'

hownow on thejthe IndianIndian'Indian ' EducattonEd'ucatfoclEducatfocl'
;

AdyispryAdvry* ConmutteeCorirtnittee ,

Not 'badbad
'

ba4 for'someoneforsomeonefor 'someonesomeone' who
never went to'toto 'school.school'school.' . Atlla'sAtllasAttla'sAttlas'
reading and writingwriting'' skills have
testedtested out at"atof

"
' a Juniorjunlot , highhigh' '

level; SheShq is often a guest
teacher in the schools of
her area , teachingteaching' ' skin sew-sewsew.-.

ingfng , how to clean ae moose'moosemoote.moote '.
hide , and story-telling.storytelling.storytelling.tellingstorytelling- ., Al ,

though she feelsreels strongly that
the( he young Native students otof
Alaska do need good educaeduca..

tionsdons and should be , fluent into
English , she feels It is equally
Important that they know theiitheir
ownon* languagelapguage anan4cphurtrculture ,,

There are meanings
,

tnin AMa'sAMasM'tU'tMtUt
' ' ,

AtjiabascarfAtliabis6f tongue'whjcltonguewhjcltongue'hitlftonguehitlf'
;* ; d r

not exist in.inin.lnglishinlnglish. English ,?, Despite.Despitedespite.
modern tfanestimes ,, Attla'.ttressscdAttla.ttressscdAttlattressscdAttu'Attu ' stresssed'mstresssedm.

' ,
that the y6ung'y6ung;' pevefftevet know"knowknow'"'

what they 'wul.wul.wul'will"will'
.
" have to '''deal'deal'deaf-'deafdeaf-'

with In the future.futurefdturep.,

"ThereThere" might bq timetunes where
they are'alonearealoneera'era' eloft.t,., In the country;

outopt on the iraplinestrspunes ," ' she
stressed.stressed. "ThisThis"ThinThin" Is one-way'tooneway'towaytoone -way'towayto'

get stuck Withoutwithodt
*

their Native
"tongue


