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The BowheadBowhW , Whale : . Issue-Issue- Countingcoup 09
"

Mixing , the ; minds otof whalwhat ,

ersors , scientists, government and

industry representatives and
conservationlstsconservationists yielded , Innoinno--
vative strategies

,
forfo'r' countingt aunting

the bowhead whalewhalo 'populationpopulation'

at the First Conference ohon the
Biology of the Bowhead WhaleWhile
sponsoredsponswidby

,
by the.thethe"AlaskatheAlaska."

Alaska EskkEski.Eski.
mo Whaling Commission ,

and
hetdheld in Anchorage'Anchorage' January 26-2626.-.
,29th29th,29th.29th., ,. ,

The 'A.E.W.C.-cienceAEWC.cience'A.E.W.C.AEWCcience'A.EW.C.3cienceAEWC.3cienceAEWC3cience. ,. . ..- ;,$ Ad.Ad,
Ad.Ad..

yiiaoiyisory ,

'
CommitteeCommittee ''drewdrew'drew'' ' upon

ideas from allill '
,
those 'atat'itit' .thethe.

meeting to compile , a'a' listbit o0I.0I.
J

recommendationrecommendations forfor'inereasforinereas'increas-'increasincreas'
-

Ing the accuracy ofof thethe'ariniuitheariniui'
aniwa(

bowheadbowhea whale-whale-
count'scounts' , Briefly

those
,

recommendations'recommendationsricommendatlons ',. lnIn-In-

eludeclude :; expanded'visualexpandedvisual'
, countscotnti; '

from.fromfrornice'campafrornicecampa., ice'campsicecamps' , using whaling.whaling.,
captaW'fiaptsfnsifiaptsfnsi'

, logslogawiiichwhich 1 rCotef.rCotefte
*

.. .
',whales'whales' seensect;*

',
,

listening'forlisteningforlistening rot
'-whales
w-

hales'-whales
w-

hales' with hydrophones (un
derwater microphonesm1crophones ),;; high ,?,

altitude photography , developdevelop.. .

ment ' 'ofof' '-radio
r-

adio'rad1wtsga'rad1wtsga' .tags'.tagstags.,
' to'deterstodetersto 'deterdeter' ;

.-ment
m- ent.{

minemine 'migratorymigratory'
'

'pathwaypathway'pathwayspathways'
,

oio(
,

'
;,

the bowhead.bowheadbowhead' . , "

'.
k*

A.E.W.C'ChafrmanAEW.CChafrmanAEWCChafrmanA4W.GA4WG. . . , "ChairmanChairman'" JEugeneEugene
BrowerBlower ininhit, hi ConfereeceConference ad,

'dressdress' urged follow-upfollowup- meetingtrieetings'trieetings '
'
1

withwkh
.
concerned poupgroups

, toto fotot.tot. ;: '
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implementing thetine recommenrecommen--

dations.dations. -

The Conference marked the
tintfirst time the many groupgroups concon--

cerned \withwith\, the bowheidbowhead
whale , gathered'gathered' ;too focus on
the futurefuturc of that marinem4'r'mem4rme

' ' minimtint-mtint-
mal alone.alone. . And-And- of, the many
Issues surroundingsurroundirig'thesurroundirigthe''thethe' bow-bowhow.how-.

headfread , population assessment
'waswas'was chosen'chosen' , as BrowerBlower told

; conferees , because it is "thethe'the"'
topic which , isis of greatestgreatest' ' fan'fanim ',',
portance , toto 'usus'

us it ( the'the', Ihupiatthuptat
'' " '''peoplepeople)., .

AttemptsAttempti to banbur traditional
InupiatIInupiat bowheadbowhesd whaling were'werewere'were''

made in the past , onon'vsrlotisonvsrlotis'various ;1

population
.

'estimateestimate'estimatesestimates' that

_
showed the population danger'dangerdanger.'..,

.ouslyously., , 'low.low.low' w.w.. AlaskanAlaskan,, 'IhupiatIhupiatIhuplat'

whalerswhalers'' ; disputeddisputed'disputed '
.thosethose. ,

' esti-esti'esti- , '

t TnatesIttitatev* it took ; theirtheft organized'organizedorganized 3'

action , through the 'A.EW.C.AEWC.AEWC'A.E.W.CAEW.CAEWC. . . .
.',

'toto' to successfully uht theifie ban on'onon 4'
'

b6wheadbdwhead whaling'whaling'
,and.imple-and.impleand Amplq-Amplq. --:''

'

' , rnentmeat'meat' aa'rwhalearwhale' ( Whale.Whale ., managementmanagement. .

plan.-plan.plan., -;, ";, ' "
, ' y.y.? ,

' ,
"

,
;.ContinuingContinuing. to show concernconcerti

.
,

! fwfor thethe'' bowhead population ,
.tt*

"thethe" the 'A.E.WC.AEWC.AEWC'A.E.W.C.AEWC.AEWC.. . ., . hithas triedtried to getget''
more1more"more "

accurate-accurateaccurate-accurate
,

- estimatesestimates'estimates' ofoC

their numbers.numbersnumbers.,; As BrowerBrower Midsaid ,,.

.
"tYetYe"'WeWe' weardregaid ' thisihls ijirstfirst 'confer.confer.confer'

,
. ,

. .firefireiwe as one0110M'tntn'
aj wrielerte of'ofof V' tep '

(

ic I

' '

I
'

.
;

the Inupiat people have taken
to demonstrate our concern for
the bowhead.bowhead ."

OverOvert , thetho threethrew daydays of the
Conference short background
papers and moremore 'detaileddetailed'detalleddetalled' dis,
cussion papeiswortpaper

,
were giveiughvim pis'pispas-pas'- ,.

cussloncussion.cussion . sessionsessions) were.were. , held
and all those/attendingthoseattendingthose /, 'attendlngattendlng' hadlied
a chance for 'input1nput"1nput" Chairman
BrowerBrowet rated thiithin givegive"aridgivearid"'aridarid'

taketske asas aakey, key ,
Ingredient'InIngredientInWredlent '

in the.thethe .,

, conferenceconference'sconferences*' tuccesssuccess,, '
''

wit*4t 4isu a very good , con *,

t_ ,
ference.ferenceterence.terence.. Everyone 'waf'watwat treated
equally.equally., The scientists ,' indus.indus. '

try , people '-and
a-nd"-

and
a-nd'"

, the , whalcrawhalera
Aiiereere ononequal,,qua! tenns.tennsterms., We got'got'

[; Input from all sidessidei,,"! , '' '. li'!

".QuestionsQuestions'QuisthonsQuisthons'. ofof bowhead.bowhead6owheayd
., pop.pop..

ulation'asxasnten-had'a'specAulation'asxasntenulationasxasntenhad'a'specAhadaspecAulation ' assessment(-had 'a '
epec--epec-'-

talial 'urgencyurgency' urgency thiathis whaling 'sea.sea.sea'(sea .,. -

.-
son

s-
on., Ion since'since' . .budgetbudgetbudget'

'

cuts'cutscuts ', have,have
eliminated anyany

,
Federalfederal supportidpport

for( 'oror' whale 'counting-'countingcounting"Counting-"Counting'" - , efforts ,
.TheThe., .A.E.W.C.AEWC.AEWC'A.E.W.trAEW.trAEWtr.,

'

'
. . . ., .bubuhas'has.,

' receivedrcCeiviid
some.somesome'some '

. Stale$ tate aid 'toto'- W continue
' effort? '- landl- and';,,and-

.
an-

d. tptherother
funding'funding' sourcessources will bebe sought'soughtiughf; '

totq'implementtqimplement' Implement ;the conferenceconte ence
t' recommendationstecommendtrtlonst:,

' ,
,

l
'-
ended'

e-

nded
'

The FintFirst! Conference ended '

with ia banquet
,
hiehliehtedhighllghted by

the'first-publicthe'firstthefirstpublicthe 'first-'firstfirst' - public showing of'of'
'

. whritoiwhaling 'turnsturnsnims froinWas SamSon Hon.HonWn.Wn.

son , ;Sr.Sr. They 'demonstrateddemonstrateddemonstrated'

whaling conditionconditions thatthat'' manymany
non-whalernonwhalernon-whalers'nonwhalers'whalers- ' at , the conference"conference"

might .riotriot. icesee otherwisc.jOfotherwiscjOfotherww"OfotherwwOf." "

particular IntercInterest ;, accordingaccording to t;

BrowerBroiver , were , , the'the' ,kneerousdangerous(

Icefits 'conditioncondition'conditionsconditions' ihown'shownshown' , ffjhsII'litiIIliti'

, film showed aa ,crewcrew that 1lost( lost
a whalewhale onon'theonthe'the kei(ce , then pulled
it up again only to have thejhe Icehco

finallyfritally take it away.away.,"" "

The , whalerwlulers 'attendingattending' 'thethe'
;

ConferenceConference""

Included'RosananIncludedRosananIncluded 'RossmanRossman'

'feetofeeto'
ClF"eiWkClFeiWk

"

,, , of WalnwrightWalawrightt
, RoeerRoger

SUook'ShookShook' Sr/.ConrSr.ConrSr.ConrConrfirCiofiAd;:/# ',. d Oozeva'OozevaOouva'Oouva' of 1

Gambell'Gambell' , Burton .Rexford.ofRexford.ofRexfordof., Rexfor&Rexfor& !
.ofr '

Barrow , John Oktollik of PointPoint
.HopeHope., , Joseph'NoongwookofJosephNoongwookofJoseph'Joseph' Noongwookof,

,. Savoohga-Savoohga,- LukeKoonook''Sr.LukeKoonookSr.LukeKoonookSrLuke,1oonook"Si.Luke1oonookSi.Luke1oonookSi,

* '"'
. ;

6f.Point6fPoint6EPgint., Hope, PctefKippiPeteKippi( oftit
AtqafukAtgasuk , ;

' DavidsDavidt
; BrowerSrBlower-Blower?:- Sr?

i Of Atqasuk'AtqasukAtgasuky'7imAtgasuky7im'
.,

'
jm/AHen'Ayeo.'ijmAHenAyeo.ijmAHen'Ayeo.'iAHenAyeoi/'AfAf' lea' Ayeo.Ayeo..')

,
gannagann4 pCWalnwright.pCWalnwright9f ,

WatnvtwAlit .; *miMi'miMitmitit'
,AlshannaAlsharirta bfof Kaktovflc-ArnoldKaktovflcArnoldKaktovik ,;- Arnold '

Brower'BrowerBlower' * SrSr.Sr;.' ;'OfOf' ' 'BarrowBarrow'BorrowBorrow
,

pf'pf', , and1arid,
k

'EugeneEugene' Eugene blowerBrower bfBarrow..ThebfBarrow.ThebfBarrowTheBariow.ThbBariowThbof ., . r
.SecretarySecretary.,Secretary ,;

. of the teternationalIrtterriationol
.WhaUngWhaUngWhaling., j Comniiilori.'ClWC)1Comniiilori.ClWC1ComniiiloriClWC1Comrrihwion'Comrrihwion '. r' ( IWCw) '

' ,

Ray GambeUGamben watiris ahp'preeent'ahppreeentalso'pres6talsopres6t'' ' ' '' .

among omesome brteone Jiundrhundredd 'and'aridarid
nttyfifty registered foIn attendancesttenderrce, ., ,
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