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The Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) should con-
tinwe to limit exploratory oil
drilling in the Beaufort Sea to a
S-month winter season until
more complete studies of ma-
rine wildlife are done, said Dr.
Tom Albert, science advisor to
the North Slope Borough.

At a hearing last week
before DNR Commissioner
John Katz, who plans to decide
by March 8 whether to renew,
modify or suspend the winter
restrictions, Albert said there
still is too little known about
the effects of drilling rig noise
and ofl spills on sea animals to
allow the industry th work
year-round in’ the Beaufort,

“In my view we are just
beginning to get at the prob-
lem,” Albert said. “Some of
the whale studies have been
over-interpretive and the oil
spill cleanup and spill trajec-
tory studies done have been
very maodest. Clearly, there
needs 10 be much more work

done before anyone can say
year-round drilling won't harm

eral governments included 2-
year stipulations on Beaufort
Sea offshore leases sold in
December 1979. The stipula-
tions, which also have been
since applied to offshore leases
sold before 1979, restrict ex-
ploratory drilling to period
between Nov. | and March 31
when the ice usually is at its
thickest.

The experimental restriction,
which expires March 31 on
state leases, was aimed both
at avoiding noisy drilling opera-
tions that might disturb wild-
life during mating and migra-
tory seasons in the Beaufort,
and at reducing the chance
of an oil spill during times of
broken ice, when it might be
impossible to clean up.

Part of the reasoning for
the drilling restriction was the
lack of scientific data about
wildlife in the Beaufort, espec-
ially the bowhead whale. Fears

about the animals’ habits.
Studies done since the stipu-
lations were written have pro-

duced some indications of
bowhead habits. But the infor-
mation & far from conclus-
ive, according to Albert, and
no one¢ knows whether drilling
noise alone might cause whales
to move far away from the
coast in their spring and fall
migrations.

“Is one well going to do
this? I don't think so, but the
question is, how many will it
take before that does happen?
That is what we don't know,”
Albert said.

Another North Slope spokes-
man, Ukpeagvik Inupiat Corp.
science advisor Dr. Robert
Harcharek, urged Katz to re.
tain the drilling restrictions un-
til a lawsuit_in San Francisco

US. District Court determines
whether the gate has disen-
franchised traditional [nupiat
use of sea ice by selling off-

And Harcharek said the po-
tential for long term damage to
wildlife is too critical to Inu-
piat culture to be taken lightly.

‘“We, ms [Inupiat, cannot
stand by and watch this de-
struction of our culture,” he
said. “Our concerns about the
quality of life in the Arctic
are real, and they are not going
fo be ignored.”

trial activity in the Canadian
Beaufort has mot distrubed
whales there,

The industry has portrayed
the restriction as an unnec-
essary burden on exploration
that costs them millions of
dollars in shut down 1
rental fees for rigs
and income lost because of de-
lays in field development. The
industry also says s losses
must be passed on to the state
in the form of reduced petrol-
eum income, a loss that one
study estimates as high as $505
million per field.

As the decision on repewing
the stipulations draws nearer,
the industry’s complaints
about the economic impact
have begun to sharpen into
threats. Roger Herrera, explo-
ation officer for Sohio Alaska
Petroleum Co., told Katz
during last week's hearing that
his ruling would determine
whether the company devel.
ops a potentially commercial
Beaufort field it is analyzing
now,

achieved only by
level staff person.
He also said he probably
won'l escape criticism even
with a ruling that modified
the restriction, such as a De-

partment of Environmental

Conservation  proposal to
slightly expand the winter sea-



