Coastal villages need resource board

by Paul Swetzol
fur i Tumdrs Thimes

Mative people Iiving i Alaska’s
coastnl villuges need 1w consider form:
mg 4 "Cooastal Village Resource
Boand. "’

This bourd  waould assist e the
management of coustal resouices, n
cluding lishenes and marine mam-
muls. 1t would also moant @0 intense
lobbying effort in Congress and the
Aldnska Legislature to guin recognition
and co-management authority  of
coasial resources,

The Bermg Sea s one of the richest
natural ecosystems in the world, amd
i is one of the only oves which as sull
imtnet. However, the mpe of our ocean
resources hns the immediate potential
ol wiping out our children’s future. I
15 our children who will have to ahap-
don thear villages il the resourdes ane
wiped oul,

bas our chibdeen whose identity will
be destroved, and it s our children
who will have o preteod w be white
rmvens, rather thun provud Aleuts, Yupuks
and othe m.'murhiu!iwu mn-arder o
et by i the urban junkyerds they will
be forced 1o inhabit

CGreed, primanily by Seattle based
actory truwlers and the huge drilinets
used by Japancse, Taiwanese aml
Korcan fishing Heets, & rapidly
depleting the resources of our preal
seas. W the resources of the Bening Sea
and the North Pacific Ocean become
severely depleted, our coasial com
munitics and our Natve cultures will
be in danger of extinction

O willages cannot survive withou
VU Tkl predious resources. Adrvady,
hilibut byCatches by the trawlers are
catsing cuthacks to the allocation of

voastal communities and west of
Unimak Pass few, o any. of our
costal reswdents have lomwed entry
salin permits,

Sea hons, a vilsl food staple for
thousands of years, are becoming
harder 0 find. Village hunters are hay-
mg o ravel further down the coast
cach vear 1o fimd the sea lion,

Pollock, probubly the most plentiful
lish in the ocean, s being harvested
by factory trawlers in numbers s0
great they are hacd to wmagine. Many
boats drag the botom, wiping ol
everything in their pﬂlh including
fuvenile King crab stocks,

When a staple for panme mammals
und birds, such us pollock, becomes
scarce, these animals have 1o exploil
resources they have not hastorically
hurvested. This puls a straim on less
populous resources, changing nigra-
b pastte e and stressing the popula-
tons themselves

The end resalt s the marmne
resouces and the coastal people who
depend on them become endange ned
species, pnd  this §s genocide. 107s
genocide  becanse  the  miinitional,
cultural and  economic  subsistence
needs of our village people do nin
figure imnto the eoonomic plany of the
lirge Seattle amnd foreign interesis
which dominate the fishing imdustry

Fisheries  mansgement  orgumea-
tons, such as the Nooh Pacific
Fishery Mumgement council, miuke
deliberate  decisions  ignoning  the
visices of thise with the least econamic
clout — Native villagers

An imtent by either passive Or ag
gressive peans o eliminate a coltore
15 genocide. It won't mean nuch 1o
any of us i these soocallod manage
ment councils come W us after the tact
uid say they really didn’t mean w
destroy  our villages amnd kil our
cultures

Mike Swetzol, an Aleut living at St
Paul, reports that nll winter he has seen

a number of factory trwlers engngoed

There is no management council
which gives more than lip service

to village people.

If this keeps up,

there will be no people.

in jount ventures o mere four o five
mides off the istand s shores. Ths s
yuite a sight to vlltqu:l:t whio are 11y -
img to get into the Gisheries,
were s oo logal economig zone, no

safety net, around the villages tw
preserve the resources si thil they cun
survive, There 18 no management
council which gives more than T ser-
vice to village people. If this keeps up,
there will be no people

Whut else does this all mean o in-
dividuals and therr communities, some
of whaith have been in the same vicini
ty for 10,000 years? It means that
when an mdividal wants 1o get a loan
tor o boal in onrder 1o break imo the
lisheries, it Is almost impossible.

He or she has no collateral to speak
(. People unable 1o show a bunk they
are guarantecd o !if(.l’.-lﬁl:' aren in the
vicinity of their village large enough
i fish and make o living st it won'y
get a Joan 1o get started

There 15 oo way village people are
going 1o compete with Ioctory
trwwlers, 1 a commumity can’t plan for
s econommie, dultural and autritionl
submistence needs, it s very dithiculy
for that community o continue (o
CMINT

Currently, most village people don’t
know what 15 going on. What they do
Know, however, is whatever is going
of doekn't include them.,

Villogers need o voice. A Coastal
Village Resource Board with manage-
ment powers would provide the mcans
necessary for rational and renewahle
tesource manngement. L would work
for the good of local Alaskans and not,
us s now the case, everyone but
Alaskuns

Perhaps with & new state sdministra-
tiwn w11 be able 1o fidd a foendly eiar
i thus sden

It s wmperative that we get Native
ofganizations o speak with one voice
m this matter. The Alaska Native
Coalition, the Alasks Federation of
MNatives and our other Iocal, regional

and  statewide tribes/villages,
organizations and corporutions imust
act now,

We need serous action from these
people who are always claiming 1o
represent s, 1 ontend 1o push our
lesders to put up or shut up, | suggest
we all do the same on the local and
regional level The local economic
zone and the coastal villuge resource
bouneed - let’s do o



