Court’s ruling
on subsistence
to be key issue

by Sen. Johne Binkley
B b Tiabidem Thaves

IUNEAL — With o stroke of then
potis, remibers ol the Alasky Suprenw
Comnt lust month revaved o atter and
divasive insie by ruling that Aduska’s
prioriy wubssstence liw violates the
stite  constitution  bodiuse i1 gives
preterence b ol residents,
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The maling had the imitial effect of
toreing the Alaska Deparunent of Frh
i Game 1o cancel three winter sub
statenee caribon bunts when some ur
P Buners thresiended o tike canbou
i these hamts wider protection ol the
COMM s dewihion

Cine of those hupts alone — e the
Copper Biagim arca — provides an am
portant fiisd source o some 1200
fural Families; miore than a dozen other
eritical winter subsisienee seasons alb
are m jeopandy unless the court agrecs
tor pest i ils ruling while the state

Wil

"erhaps the worst thing about the
vondrt s dhecisoom s that it threatens (o
unravel years of hard work amnd com
prowvise thist had Ginally produced o
subsistenve  Tiw geceptable o the
lederpl povernmen

The Taw wllowed us W continue
ininaging the 1O alhon aores ol
Adaska Tand that Congress placed in
fedherpd wreas pnder the -2 legistuton
i T9EEL We mow loce e real
psaitnlity of losing the ripht (o
ianagte hese Lands

Thiat oot Adaskans wand (o pridec
the subsistence mphts of el residents
whi o) wilid feshy and game for the
Formly table s withoot guestion. Thil
wis .||r1r:I:. demonstrated n 19RE,
whon o hillol guestion priposing, o
repeal  our subsistence  law  wis
defeated by more than 32 000 vites

| winy prowicd of that vote, because the
forces trying to take awiy subsistence
wiged a bitter cumpaign, and 1 was
happy tor see utban and roral Alaskons
wrte b detean them

Hur even though we koow s
Aliskans support subsistence, the dif
Piculty sow will be (o vome up with
a systerm that meels the requirementy
il Ak s constitution — or af leas
its Supremie Court justices — and also
satishics the federal requirement for
preoteching rutal uvers

I hope we can find that compromise
hecanse 1'd Dike 1o see the state con
Eitwde ranaging the D-2 lands. But my
pramacy goal s Wwomake sure there 15
no Joss of protection for subsistence
wsers in rural Aliska, and if wid have
o surrender those lamds and rely on
federnl  manbgers o protect sub-
sistence. then that may be what we
have to do

At any rate, we need o keep o
heads hnd try oot o allow anyone o
wse thiw court ruling o pie Alaskans
against one another again. For my
part, 'l be meeting with the Bush
Cuucus enrly m the upcoming session
1o determime whether there's a role for
the Legislature m trying to solve this
problem. Pl also be giving my sup-
port for rural Alaskd's subsistence
rights wherever possible.

Otherwise, the largest single 1ssue
we' || taket up thiv sessdon is, as usual,
the state budget, and the good news
i that for the Tirst time since 1986, the
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