Guardsman teaches respect to his 18 children

by Barbara Cruane

Tunidew Thivses rejeiie

It really doesn’t matter what lopic
Willred Lune is discussing. Eventually
the conversatiom twms w hus belief in
the pawer of discipline, respect and
e,

Lane was borm 49 years ago in the
tny village of Poit Hope, above the
Arctic Circle on a point of land jui-
Hog out anto the Chukehi Sea

In Point Hope he learmned some
lusting  lessons  about respect  wnd
tiscipline

VPeople all wroumd had respect for
cach other,”" Lane il “*And pen
ple's property  wos  respected b
others.  Nobody wnu{ﬁ lnuui‘:
scvmething of it belonged o some other
persan.

Line believes: that people  are
brought up differently now and tha
thewr sense of discipline has fiided
away,

“In my doy, my poarems would
spank me if 1 ployed rough and mude
sauneone else ery, or it | broke
something, and that was good, ™" he
wud, '] wasn't a bad boy, but 1 did
pet o puscheef.

At the time, he thought las parents
didn't love ham, bul now he says he
appreciatcs what they were doing

1w what T am now because my
parents chd love me enough 1o
discipline me, " he saud 1 ook back
on that whey did for me, and 1 wish
I could do thit Tor my kids, oo™

Lane went (o grade school i Pont
Hope, but left bome o amtend high
sehool at o bonrding school in Moum
Edgecumbe in Southeastern Alaska

Adter only one vear, he had 1o return
b o care fon s sick mother, and
he never returned (o school,

“But 1 have struggled through lite
o educate mysell,” Lane smd. *°1
dion’t think & person has tohuve o lor
il educativn to become o leader i
he has the right sttitude, and 1 foade
up my mind early 1 was going 1o
become a leader,

Lane joined the Aluska Army Na-
tonal Gaard in 1957, and in 1959 he
maveled from Alaska w Forr Ord,
Cabf,, for basic traimmg

1 went down in winlemime, 0
November,”" Lane recalled, *'hut o
me 1 seemed very hot down there ™

He remembers having to change his
umiform twice i diy beciuse il guitk

ly became soaked with sweut

e waes haed fon e, Bat 1 e up
iy mund b wasn 't going 1o let anyihing
couse me o Bail,"" Lane sl

“The discipline was tough, so |
learned things pretty fast. They tald
me what todo, and | did 11— no i,
ands or buts! "

After basic trmng, Lune returned
1o Adaski and worked ax o pait-ume
Guoardsman o Kotzebue, He
remembers s company commander,
John Schaetier (now adjutant general
O the Alasku Mational Guard), was o
stickler Tor discipling,

“When T didn't di whit | was sup
posed 1 do, he gave me extrs duty or
KPP Lane recalled. *And that wos
pood Td have 1o work all evening 1o
make up tor my nustakes, so | sure
thed not 1o make them iwice "

Lane also Townd o job us o purse’s
wiede in the Kotzebue hosptal. A
he'd been there o while, one of the
doctors asked Lane if he'd Like 1o be
an X-ray techmiciun,

I said, "Sure, 1’0 do n,” ™ Line
remembersd. 5o they started giving
mie bowks, "

Lane read und studied the books amd
within a week wiss taking the X-ruys
fumself. About & vear later he passed
his tests and was  heensed  chiel
rudiologist al the hospital

Lane & belicl in strong discipline i
respect 15 prachiced m s own home
i Kotzebue. In fact, o's impossible
o umagine how his Gamily — wath 18
children — could Tunction without it

Lane hax one stepson and five
children with s wife Vivian
Together they adopted six more kids
and care Gor six other foster children

My wile and 1 grew up in big
familles,”" Lane sad, “and we hke
having o lot of children. | saw we were
going o hiwve i fot of kids, so T buile
my house mgger ™

Lane 45 proud of every one of his
children.

“Tve taught them wll how 1o ke
care of themselves, as much as |
could, " he sand

1 wish | could have done more Lo
train them in the traditeonal ways, ot
m Ahe coumry, but with my wiork |
cotldn’t take them out as much as |
wiritld have liked 1o

B they understand and know
how 1o survive, 'm real happy with
all ol them. ™

‘I have pride in
what | am, and
that’'s an Alaska
National Guards-
man.’

—Wilfred Lane

Lane likes o performe tradituonal
Eskimo dances and, now that trivel
between Alaska and the Soviet Far
Eant is possible, says he would enjoy
dancing with the Natives there

Sty to keep the Native traditions
momy lie, he says, *and 1 encoumge
my sans and davghiers 1o keep them,
fuws,

He does a lot ol subsisience hunting
and fishing 1o feed his large family,
andd goes back o Pomg Hope almosl
every yeur for whaling.

Lane has thowght o lor about even
tally moving back o his birthplice
i Point Hope, buat isn't sure of that's
fight for him

"My family wants o move up
there, but Potnt Hope o't Point Hope
o me anymore, " he said.

Since Lane left Poamt Hope, the
village moved four and o half mies in
land from where it shed 1o be

I really have mnithing to go haine
wr, Lane sad. My parents are gone,
andl the howse 1 grew up i asn't where
I used e be anymire '

Most ol all, Lane misses his brother
who he respected more than anvione
else

VUl was 48 years old when be died,
Lane said, 'and | never once in my
hife looked e him straight in the ¢ves

Phat’s how much | respecied hife

CHe practically rased me, and he
wis the hunter {or the whole Fumily
when my dad got old.

“He did everything for his fve
hrothers amd Dive sisters. He had o doge

e

Wilfred Lane livey in Korcebiie

tewm and he would go ot hunting ws
Keep food on our wbie. ™

Iewins Line s responsibility (o belp
ke care ol those dogs,

He mended their harnesses, bl
thew houses, watered them and fed
them twice a day. He says be hud
enoupeh of that work o Last a ifetime

1 promised myscll back then tha
i1 ever bl o chance o get away from
tking care of dogs, | would never,
aver, ke care of them again, ™ Lane
remembers. " And that's one promise
Fve kept w thiy day, ™

Lane wis recently named group
sorgeant major lor the Aluska Army
Natwnal Ciunrd 'y newly formed 297ih
Ftantry Seout Growp. In his new pos
o, he says he will concentmte on
building respect, discipline wnd prade

TWe semor non-commuissioned of
ficers should have respect for owr
punior pemn-cominiasioned ofTicers iml
others below us,”” Lane said. 11 we
want fo be respected by them, we peed
i remember that respedi his 1o po
both wayy. ™'

Early in his Guard career, Lane was
approached by an older woman whao
Gkl b, **1 hive o ke of sespect for
viw o The uiform you are wearing
pave X the peace we hiave niow "

.Ivr“}rm*\'l:r Torgol whad that wiwrun
ot by, amed he wiorks o pnstill that
st prade anonll his troops

U have prde inowhat 1 am, - Lane
saiied, CCamid thad s ane Alaska Nanonal
Cavardsiman




