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Cliff Gray still doesn’t know why he was forcibly taken from his parents

by Helen Chase

Cliff Gray was only 4 years old .

when he amd his brovhers aned sisters
were taken from their parents by peco
e Ciray believey worked for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs

The day remany so vivedd o dus mird
he remembers whor they  had oo
breakfext that moming — oatmeal —
o whaat ht wary wearing that dav —
a convlway oudfie commplete with hat
oy -gun. This ancident cecurred 13
Veurs age

What followed for Gray was o life
filled with the rervor of child cbase,
reform sohoads, alcohodivm and (nviin
frwrs. Thiety vears later he found feos
welv horie

Chll Giray » story began when s
mudhier, Helen Escalia, o young
Athibgsean Indian living in the village
of Chatin, marricd Bonald Maller, an
pnngrand fromy Crermuany

Alresdy  rmsmg three  clukdren
Heden hid three more with Ronald
Chil, Albertn amd  Richard.  The
neghimare started when the Millers
moved t Anchorage m 1955 Less
thian sin wispnths  later  two social
workers,  necompanied by padee,
came to the Miler home and ook all
sin Chuldren

Millie Buck, Gray's sunt. alw
remmembers the day cearly,

HOowis i lesk than Kdnagypeng,
ahie s

Adthough she remembers her sister
Helen béing il ofien, even adminted
(o hospatals Tor her problems wath
asthma, she feels there was  no
legninwte reason o the chaldren o
b tnken,

"My sster and 1 ook care ol the
Kidds of Helen was hospitatzed and Ron
with ol work We  wanied  these
children, and the door was literally
slamumed in our faces when we trniod
tor Lioad oot what was happening,  she
sat il

About Tour monthy after the children
were laken, Buck ‘wis illowed 1 sec
them for about 10 minutes where they
were beinge beld on Fort Richardson

Nobidy wus interested m helpong
us, " she remembers

Buck aml her mother, Maggie
Escalia, spent the next 30 years look
g tor the children

UMy moim used 1o walk down the
sireets of Adnchorage lookimg al the
fuces of the cluldren she  passed,
sedrching for her grandehildren Do
you have any idea what that is hke?
she adked. "We thought thes Kind of
thane rmght g onoinother counines,
bt ot im o the LES ALY

Ciray remembers bheing  taken
somiewhere m Anchorage, but the first
few days after beng separated from
His paarents remiim a blank i his mind
Thie et thing he remembers 15 being
taken w Elmendort Air Force Base
with his sister Alberta, He remembers
n g twosstiory house snd @ wonan
teiling b this was his new hime and
that she was goang o miriddace him
o his new parenis

"It diddnt make @ lotof sense Lo me
then,"" smd Chray, "“and 0 sull
doesn™t

Itowas o pon-Native couple from
Massachusctls thal Ciray wis imiii
duced to. Their mimes were Thores
June O Brien and Emery Carroll
Gruy. Even as an adub, Gray
remembers  ther pames with a
vengeance he st hrbwors, recalling
thie abuse he suffered al their hands

“The only thang T can think of way
that this wornan was mentally i, and
hecause she wis white,” Girny saild
“"there was po investigation ™"

Cirny  believes that i the carly
950 the r[ll1lT.H':..' [‘Irut[_'rtt‘ll s Chwin,
LIRVERITIE 1Y .J|'|11'1I.' |IHII “h“hll“h'“

“On Elmendort, 1 wend to schouol
muany days with blood seeping through
my shirts from the beatngs she gave
me. The school nurse saw this, bul
wasn't able wedo anything. ™

Gray remembers receiving more
fove anel care i the first four years of
his 1ife than the next 35 combined

L remember the fiest tme 1wy
ever hit, | was totally shocked . 1 bl
ng ides where o was comung from
Then i gob o be real routine, ™ he
recalled

Cirny dowes ot know the reason why
the couple adopred hon and s sister

“The only motive | can come up
with,”" he sanl, “"was the Fact thut they
wiere childless and could not have
chaldren of thewr own

Ciray alsay believes that idoption o
uumf in Alaska with Native childeen
similar (o the trend in the éarly 1970
when people  adopied  Vietnamese
children

“You know, be the first on youw
Dlock to udopt g Vietatmese child and
show everyime how good and canng
yourane by bringimg these children in-
e your honie, " he sl

Giray std oo Tollowup was dane by
the Bureau of Indian Alhairs or the
aidophion agency, Mo one ever checked
ol s or s sister’s situation

The two children stayed in Aluska
wilh their adoptive parcots until 1959
Iven he moved with s sister amd
dilopiive mother o Mossuchuselis o
hive with her parents

Theresa and Emery were having
marial problems and had separated

“There wits no conumumcation bed
ween us,” Gray smd of s adoptive
wrents,  There was  never  any
Iu Mding or love, ™’

Gray remembers the grandparents
as being good people, but he sand sill
sulfered o sense of alicnation. When
he started school in Massachusetts, he
remermibers hiow odd it was for him tio
he the only non-white child in school

We are talking ubout o stuunch,
white, Cathohie commpunity,”” he sl

During bis chaldhood, Gray s adop-
tive parents wld lm they were tak
ing care of him becadse s noatural
parents didn’t want him

“'I mever behieved at, even o luter
wears | just never believed it, ™ he skl
“This was qust incomprehensible o
me. | knew that my adoptive parents
diidn't want me, but | never helieved
my mutural born parents dedn’t. | know
thut | owas forcefully tken frome my
mither.

During these earier years, Gray dud
learn that he was onginally from
Adaska, that his veal name was Miller
and that he was from Chitinn

1 thught 1 was Eskimo, ™ he sad,
My adoptive purents told me 1 wis
Eskimo, and | didn’t know there were
Indians in Alaskn. To Ouside people,
anyone from Aluska was Eskimo, ™

It was in fact his racial pride thi
kept bim goang, Gray sad

1 knew | wis different, so | was
going 1w be the best Bskimo oul
there. "™’

Gray studied Eskimios and then
culture. He greatly admired the seli-
relinnce that book after book ex
pounded on. He wanted to take care
of hmselt and didn’y wamt people to
give him a handout

By golly," said Gray, 1 became
n prefty good Eskimo. 1 even enlisted
i the Army vears later as Eskimi
Y ou can lmagine my shock when | got
ot oF the Aty and Tound out T was
Indinn. Me — whohad fought Tndians
i my youth because Tread Eskimoy
and Inchuns were nutural enemies ™

Although Giray s adoplive parenis,
fowter homes and inshilutions rinsed
Giriy as white, he feels he raised
himsell as Eskime

—_ —

CHIT Grav was taken from his mother Helen Miller when he was & years old,

"1 never wanted o be while because
| wosn't whate. | could just look al my
skin and know that | was differem
How do you tell o child he's the same
ay everyone else whea all he has to do
15 ook at s arm and konow that he's
pot the same”™"

The family stayed in Massachusetts
tor wbout u year, Then they moved (o
Riverside, Calif,, where Theresa
reconciled with Emery. BEmery was
stationed at March Air Force Base
the tinw

10 was an Californ that the abuse
started getting worse,"” Gray recalled
“I remember asking Emery why he
wonldn't do anything to help, but he
would just walk away, ™

CGiray recalled being beaten with a
broom stick by his mother when he
wis B years old, When it broke she
told him, “'Stay there wuntil 1 find
something else 1o fimsh beating you
with ™'

Bowas during this incident that Giray
realized crying didn’t help. He
remembers turning to s mother and
saying, " You will never make me cry
apain, and no one will ever be close
cnough o make me ory,

Gray was 30 years old before he
ever shed unother tear,

After the move 1w California, Giray
began running away. It was then he
discovered n place called Juvenile
Hall

“Teowas kind of & nifty place, ™ Giray
remembers. ““They ook care of you,
they fed you on a regular basis and the
miles were real clear, They didn't
change. One of the problems 1 had was
the changing miles a1 home, the
nconsivencies.

soon Gray had the address ol
Juvenile Hall memorized. When
things got rough ot home he would
head directly  there. Juvenile Hall
could legally keep him for two weeks
belore they hid o return himy L T
parents

Cirny underwent sessions with the
stafl psychiatnst dunng his stays at
Juvendle Hull, When the doctor ssked
him what he wanted if he could have

any wish, Gray saud, T want o five
i the desert because there ure no peo
ple there. "

He wasn't yet 9 yeurs old, and he
wanted nothing more 1w do with
mankind

The runmog continued for Gray un
til he was 11 years old. By this time
he had cremted enough atiention
wablicly by his actions that the fnmily
wid become an embarrassment (o the
Air Force, The fumily was transferred
W Glasgow  Air Force Base
Montana

That moved twmed out 10 be " pro
hably the hest thing that ever happen
ed o me,”" Gray said. It was in Mon
tna that u social worker recognized
the abwase and had Gy removed T
the family. This was considered a
racdical step n the 19608, particuarl
considering he was an adoptive chil

After Gray was taken from Theresa
and Emery, Gray began living in a
succession of foster homes and also o
boys ranch. During this time his sense
of alienation and anger continued 1o
grow, and no situstion worked.

Crray could not stay ot home, und he
didn’t fit in with the foster homes or
the boys ranch. At the age of 12, Gray
was institutionalized in o reform
wchiool until he was 17. 1t was during
this time he lost track of his sister
Alberta. He believes she stayed with
Theresa and Emery until she was 16

For five years in the reform schoal
Giray was kept drugged on Thorazine,
a strong depressant usually used on
lorge wnimals such as horses,

“One problem with belng constantly
drugged, you never learn how 1o deal
with your emotions,'” Gray s
“You are always just blah, Two things
can happen though, an emotional
breakdown of some kind or o complete
withdrawal, 1 chose withdrawal, "'

Gray said the effects of withdrmw-
ing showed up later when he was
released on o work permil.

When he was 17, Gray was allowed
o work on a custom combine crew
The crew went from Montana to Texns
and back again, following the wheat

‘My mom used to walk
down the streets of Anchor-
age looking at the faces of
the children she passed,
searching for her grand-
children. Do you have any
idea what that is like? We
thought this kind of thing
might go on in other coun-
tries, but not in the U.S.A.’

—Millie Buck, CIiff Gray's aunt

harvest. He oever had friends and
never became invilved romantically
with anyone.,

After working on the crew, Gray
had a number of jobs where everyone
thought he was very good al working
when he wanted 10 work. Gray knew
¢ven then he was unstable,

1 would work st something only
until 1 was good at it | wanied
everything everyone clse had, but
didn't know how 1o go about getting
i 1 owas always unhappy o a pomi
where | didn'y fioa ™"

Ciray was 1B or 19 when he
discovered aleohol, At the time, he
found it 10 be the best thing that ever
happencd o him,

“Finally,”" said Gray, 1 could
hecome the person | wanted 10 be with
ileohol — someone who wos accepied
and fit "

Quite  bluntly, Griy became o
drunk.

1 didn't know then what a drunk
was of whal alcoholism was, but |
would drink to the point of blacking
out,”” he sad

Gray admitted to having & tremen-
dous l.‘ﬂ.pﬂll"l?' for alcohol ot this time

At age 21 he tried unsuccessfully 1o
commit suicide. When he failed, he
decided he had better make a location
change and went back 1w Moutana, He
believes God had a hand in letting him
live.

“1 wos never a particularly religious
person bn my youth,” he smd, bt
when | woke up, | felt that God had
something different in store for me,
arld it always stayed in the back of my
mind."’

Gray wrote 1o the State of Aluskn
i the mick 19708, requesting assistance
for education and in finding his natural
parents. He told the state in his letier
that he was from Chitina, that his name
was CGray and that he believed it had
been Maller.

He got a letter back from the Gover-
noe"s Office which staled there was no
education aid available and that his
parents were dead

e SN

Phie pattein of drug and alcohol abuse
continued until Gray was about 30
yeurs old. Instead of becoming the per-
son he wanied to be when he drank,
Grray found himself becoming a violent
drunk and lighting a I,

Inthe Aroay by this time, Gray was
told by a captan, “ChiT, we have a
problem here. You have a problem,
aid the Army has a problem. Either
you take care of your problem, or the
Army will tuke care of theirs. Youw
problem is alcohol, and the Army's
problem s you on alcohol. ™’

1 understood that, and 1 checked
o o treatment center. | quil drunk:
mg,"" he said.

Giray described an excellent facili-
iy in Heidelberg, West Germany,
where he was stationed that changed
s Yife, Up antl he was 30 years old,
b husd o direction, He wias rudderless
nned emotionless, with nothing to live
for, Gray had no Family and no roots
AL 30 years old, he was completely
Irmed out,

1 hd no money, ne honor, o
pride. I even stunk because | refused
10 take @ shower ™

The aleohol treatmient belped o great
deal. But finding his family was what
muade life today at see 37 a life beyond
his wildest dreams or expectations.
Today, he is married, owns a home
andd has two foster Chialdren under his
vare.

A ‘gﬁychuh}gm ol e thar ststisticy
show 98 percent of the boys raised as
I was are either dead or institution-
plized. Only 2 percent overcome i,
he said. **1 was told 1 had two roads
o follow — either | would be a suc-
cessful criminal or successful in
business,

Gray also was fold during his
alcohol treatment that because of the
drive e exhibited, he would either be
the best or the worst. For him, there
wasn 't much m belween,

Cirny ‘s life changed five years ago
when he received a letter from his
Aunt Millie. Back in the early "80s
he hod seen sn advertisement in a
newspaper about shareholders in a
Nuative corporation. Gray called the
number in the ad and found he had
been carmed on the rolls as dead, so
he was registered over the phone.

His aunt later saw his name in the
register and wrode to him. The letter
noted that his sunt had been looking
for him for years and that he had
brothers and sisters.

“We would like to hear from you, ™
she said,

Grray saad he kept the letter for abou)
a yeur. He would read i, fold i back
up, put it away slmost every doy. His
attiiude at the time was, “"'What do
they want?' ' He was 32, finally pet
tung his hife under control, and {iu' the
first time felt thai things were stirting
o come together, that he was making
Progress.

The leiter broughi out Techings ol
anger. Why were these people cont-
mg mto his life? Where were they
when he needed them when he was |
or 12?7

Eventually, though, he worked
through the anger.

N called her, and we 1lked for a
little bit, | was very cautious, My al
titude was o "Who sre you?" 1ype ol
attiude. Aunt Millie was overjoved. ™

After the Tirst phone call, Gray
didn’t call her again for abour ¢ <h
months, Gray said he needed time o
think about fr, thut it was a teemendous
shock to him

“Thas fanuly vut ol nowhere comes
o my Lile and says, "Vm your aunt
I'm your grandmother These are
your brothers and sisters.” Cr ol
nowhere! Pool! Instnt family, imstin
feclings. But | felt pothnng. There wis
just o blank, o voud. | didn’t know (i
I wanted to get imvolved m all that, ™
Cirny sand.

GCiray ended his term o the Ay
and decided (o come o Alasks 1o be
discharged. He got out of the Armm
Dec. |

“We armanged the whole thing
where I'm coming in. | arrived at the
Anchomge International Adrport, ex
pecting 0 be mel by my long, los
relatives, ke in a book or o the
movies. | get off the airplane, wod
there 15 nobody . Boy, 1 felt nbour 2 m
ches high. "

S0 Gray told himsell, “That's just
fine. "1 get on the plane and pet 0w
of here. 've gone 33 years withow
vou all, b oean go 33 more withoan
you,

Instead, however, Gray went 1o the
military haison and arranged for a
Mace to stay. What had happened was
thut his Avint Millie had become very
tland couldn’t make it 1o the arport

“No one else in the farmly would
come in becavse they were afrad ol
being let down, too, They thought tht
maybe this sn't the CHilf they had been
looking for,” Gray sad.

In the past duning their seirch, the
family had been contacted by othes
people, cluiming to be Gray.

Tockav CHfF Gray and his wife Digne are taking core of twe foxter children,

Eventually Gray called has aunt and
did make 1t w her house before
L hristmas,

“Without my Aumt Millie s dedice
oy, said Gray , “ 1 wouldin 't be here
toddiey . My aunt is a very reimarkable
womin, 1've learned a o From her
She's a very powerlul woman,

Cirny has a huge extended family i
Alska

In the Indian culture o whole
villuge may be related w yoo, then you
g S miles e another direction 1o
amother villuge, and they mght wll be
reloted w you, and so on, " Gray said

He said that learoing about the
Iv took a lor of gething used 1o

Uhe fanuly has tred o offer an open
welvone o Gray, but he feels he sull
is nol ws close (o his lamaly as he'd hke
o bhe. Gray dl:whtlneil distancing
hehaviors early in e oo prolec
homsell from being b

1 know intellectwally my Tarmly
wionld pever hurt me, but emotional
Iy 1 stall have that fear,™ he sand. )
Teel very close o my aumt and some
of my brothers amd sisters. "

Gy feels  partwularly strongly
about Native children. He and his wile
Diane dare now  losler  pareniy
themselves.

s something that | basacally
wiired o ddooand with Dhane s con
sl we Tollowed up oo You see,
ol nothing else, | can keep a child in
Alaska. ™

Giray sind he does pot wani anothey
child 1o g through Dife as he did
through lack of a fosier home

“What abowt children™ Do chikidren
huve to reach out for help? Do chaldren
have o be victms"" he asked,

Ciray and his wile are currently tak
ing care of two foster children from
a village, o boy who 15 almost 7 years
old and o girl only 2. Gray said that
ewerall, thangs are gomng well. The li-
e girl 15 adjusting mich beter and
{aster than the boy is

“The boy desperately wants atlen
o, bul dogsn 't know haw (o accept
it 1t helps alot that we have the same
color skin. ™

The need lor Native loster haounes
in Adiska s very desperaie. Current:
Iy, there are fewer than 1 aviulable

Ealitor's note: Thiv i the first in
i three-puart Neries.

CHiff Gruy rever sow either of hus
real prarents after he wean taken from
hix home ar age 4. Ron Miller died
in an auto aecident in the early
1960, Helen Miller died i 1976
from an illness

Todday, Cirav is the meiinlengnce
supervisor for Cook Inlet Housing
Authovity. He amd his wife are

AT af twv foster children and
are expecting a baby of their iwn.

The search for CGirayv's. sister
Alberta, who would be abour 16
verrs odid morwe, comiines

Grery wees Last in comtact with her
bt 10 veurs ago. Grav heard she
wey fiving in Cinginnaty and mary
have a child, He waed 1o call her
VBeetie " aned feels she sidl thinks
che ix Exkimie

Thirse wiha are onferexivd.
f!r'r'ramul_l; a JaXhrr arent By covl
it Cook Mlet Tribad Copnerl al
272-T5

Helen Chaxe s emplioved part
time by CITC. She prosiieces the
i Py mewlelteEr il pPrEees
refedies




