Cliff Gray still doesn’t know why he was forcibly taken from his parents

by Helen Chase

Cliff Gray was only 4 vears old
when he and his brothers aned sisters
were taken from their parents by pec
e Gray believes worked for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs

The day remsans s vived e fus sl
he remembers whin they  had [
hreakfuxt that moming — attmieal —
anad whaat he wax wearing that day —
a covlay oudfie commplete with hat ared
toy gun. This ancident cecureed 13
VY aga.

Whar followed for Gray was o life
filted with the terror of cheld abase,
reformm sohonls, alcohaodivm and (i
fecees. Thirty vears fater e fouwnd s
Wity horie

CUll Giray s story began when his
muthicr, Helen Escalida, o young
Athibasean Indinn living i the village
o Chitini, married Ronald Maller, an
pnnugrant from Germany

Already  rmsmg three  cluldren
Fielen had three more with Ronald
Chuft, Albertn and  Rwhard.  The
mightmare started when the Millers
moved e Anchorage m 1955 Lk
than  six  tsnths ll‘ill,u:r twir sl
workers,  accompanicd by palwee,
came to the Maller home and ok all
sin Chaldren

Millie Buck, Gray's sunt, als
remembers the day ¢learly

CHowas o lesk than kcloappeong,
Al sind

Adihough shie remembers her sisio
Helen beéing ol often, even admitted
o hospitals Tor her problems with
asthumn,  she  feels there was oo
legtimate season or the chuldren o
b tiken,

"My sister and | wok care of the
Kids of Helen was hospitatized and Ron
wis 4l owork. We  wanied  these
children, amd the door was literally
slammed i our faces when we triod
g Lpoad oot whast was happening,  she
sl

Abwit Tour momths after the children
were taken, Buck was llowed Lo see
them Tor about 10 minutes where they
were beang held on Font Richardson

U Nobidy was interesied m helpuong
us, " she remémbers.

Buck aml her mother, Mageie
Escalia, spent the next M) years ook
g tor the chilldren

My mom used 1o walk down the
steeets of Anchorage looking sl the
fuces of the children she  passed,
sedrching for her gramdehililren. Do
you have any idea what that s hke?™
she wsked. " We thought this kind of
thange rught g on in other countnes,
bt oot am the LES AT

Ciray remembers heing  taken
somewhere m Anchorage, but the first
few days after bong separated from
His parents remiim a blank i his mind
Thie st thing he remembers is being
taken o Elmendord Air Force Base
with hix sister Alberia, He remembers
a g twoestory house snd o wonman
telling b this was his sew hime and
that she was goang o intridduce him
o his new parenis

"1t ddidn’t make a lotof pense 1o me
then,"" smd Chray, "“and 0 sull
doesn™

Itowas o non-Native couple from
Massachusetls that Ciray was imlio
duced o Therr mainies were Theresy
June O7Boen and Emery Carroll
Gray, Even as un adult, Ciray
remembers  therr pames with a
vengeance he stll hurbwrs, recalling
the abise he suffored sl their hands

“The only thing T can think ol way
that this wornan was mentally 1, and
hecause she wits white, " Girgy said
“"there wan e investightion ™

Gy bielieves thar in the carly
1950 the mildany [ﬁnll:[_rtt‘li s o,
coveringe up ubuss amd aleobualism

“On BElmendort, 1 wend to schouol
muny days with blood seeping through
my shirts Trom the beatngs she gave
me. The school nurse saw this, bul
wasn't able W do anvthing. ™

Cirny remembers receiving mor
fowe and care i the fiest four years of
his Hife than the next 35 combined

Ul remember the fiest tme 1w
ever hit, | was totally shocked . 1 bl
ng iden where o was copung from
Then i got o be redl routine,” he
recalled

Girny dowes ot know the feason why
the couple adopted hun and his sister

“The only meriive | can come up
with, " he smscl, *"was the Fact that they
wiere Childless and could not have
chaldren of their own

Cirny adso bebieves that wdoption o
cu mf i Alaska with Native childeen
sinilar (o the trend in the early 1970
when people  adopied  Vietnamese
children

Yo know, be the Tirs o you
Block to wdopt g Vietamese child and
show everyime how goud and canng
your are by bonging these children in
G vour honees, e sauld

Giray s oo Tollowup was dane by
the Burean of Indiuan AlFirs or the
adopton agency . No one ever checked
o s or s sister’s situation

The twor children stayed in Aluska
wilh ther adoptive parcots until 1959
Then he moved with has sisier amd
wlopive mother o Mossuchuselis o
hive with her parents

heresa pnd Emery weére having
maritl problems and hid separated

“There wits no cormmumication bet
ween us,” Gray smd ol lns adoptive
wrents,  UTherd was  never  any
Imlnlinp_ or bove, ™

Giray remembers the grandparents
as being good people, but he sand sl
sillTercd n sense of dlicnation. When
he starred schowol in Massachusetts, he
rermembers how odd it was for Bim 1
he the only non-white child in school

“We are talking about o stuunch,
white, Cathohie community,”” he s

Driring his Chnldbooed, Crry s adop-
tve parents old lam they were tak
g care of hm becadse s natural
parents didn’t want hin

"I mever beheved o, even i later
wears | just never believed it, ™" he snid
This was ust incomprehensible o
me. | knew that my adoptive parents
didn't want me, but [ never helieved
my sutural horn paremts dedn’t. T know
that | was forcefully tken from my
miher.

During these earier years, Gray dud
learn that he wis onginally from
Adaska, that has veal nume was Miller
and that he was from Chiting

1 thought | was Eskimo, ™ he said,
My adoptive parents told me 1 was
Eskimo, and | didn’t know there were
Incians in Alaskn. To Ouside people,
anyone from Aduska was Eskimo, ™

It was in fact his racial pride that
kept im going, Gray sand

"1 knew | wis different, so | was
going 1o be the best BEskimo ot
there. "’

Gray studied Eskimos and then
culture. He greatly admired the sell-
reliance that book abter book ex
pounded on, He wanted o lake care
of himself and didn’t want people to
pive b a handout

"By golly, " sald Gray, 1 became
a prety good Eskimo. | even enlisted
i the Army vears later as Eskimo
You ean imagine my shock when | got
ont OF the Artny and Tound out 1 was
Indlinn. Me — whohad foughn Bndians
i my youth because 1 oread Eskimoy
and Indmns were natural enemies

Although Ciray s adophive parents,
foster homes and instiutions rimsed
Giriy as white, he feels he raised
htmsell as BEskimo

= = —

CHfF Grav was faken from his mother Helen Miller when he was 4 vears old,

1 mever wanted o be while because
| wosn't white. | could pust ook al my
skin and know that | was different
How do you tell o child he's the same
uy everyone else whea all he has to do
is Jook at by arm and konow that he's
ol the sume™ ™"

The family stayed in Massachusetis
tor about u year. Then they moved o
Riverside, Calif,, where Theresa
reconciled with bmery. Bomery wis
stationed at March Air Foroe Base al
the tine

Tt was in Culifornu that the abuse
started getting worse,”” Gray recalled
“I remember asking Emery why he
wouldn't do anything 1o help, but he
would just walk oway. ™

Ciray recalled being beaten wath a
broom stick by his mother when he
was B yenrs old, When 11 broke she
told him, ""Stay there until 1 find
something élse 1o fimsh beating you
with ™

B was during this incident that Giray
realized crying didn't help. He
remembers turning to s mother and
saying, " You will never muke me cry
apain, and no one will ever be close
cnough w make me ory, ™

Ciray was 30 years old before he
cvier shed another tear,

After the move 1o California, Gray
began running away. It wis then he
discovered n place called Juvenile
Haull

It was kind of i nifty place,”” Giray
remembars. “*They took care of you,
they fed you on a regular basis and the
miles were real clear. They didn’t
change. One of the problems | had was
the changing rules w1 home, the
IConsINencies.

soon Gray had the address ol
Juvenile Hall memorized. When
things got rough ot home he would
head directly  there. Jovenile Hall
could legally keep him for two weeks
belore they hid W redurn B L Tiks
paarents

Ciray underwent sessions with the
stafl psychiatnst dunng his stays af
Juvenile Hall, When the doctor axked
him what he wanted il he could have

LI}

any wish, Gray ssud, T want o live
i the desert becase there ure no peo
ple there. "'

He wosn't yet 9 yours old, and he
wanted nothing more 10 do with
mankind

The runmng contmied for Giray un
til he was 11 years old. By this iume
he had created enough atiention
wablicly by his actions that the fnmily
wd become an embarrassment 1 the
Air Force, The fnmaly. was transferred
W Glasgow  Air Force Base
M onitana

That meved wrmed out 10 be “pro
hably the best thing that ever happen
ed to me,”" Gray said. Tt was in Mo
tnn that n social worker recognized
the abuse and had Gy removed from
the famuly. This was considersd a
radical step in the 19608, particuarl
considering he was an adoptive chil

After Gray was taken from Theresa
and Emery, Gray began living in a
suceession of foster homes and also a
boys ranch. During this time hus sense
of alienation and anger continued 1o
grow, and no situstion worked.

Cray could not stay ot home, und he
didn’t fit in with the foster homes or
the boys ranch. At the age of 12, Gray
wis institutionalized in o reform
whool untl! he was 17. 1t was during
this time he lost track of his sister
Alberta. He believes she stayed with
Theresa and Emery until she was 16

For hive years in the reform school
Giray was kept drugged on Thorazine,
a strong depressant usually used on
lorge wnmimals such as horses.

“One problem with belng constantly
drugged, you never learn how 1o deal
with your emotions,”” CGray smid.
“You are alwiays just blah, Two things
can happen though, an emolional
breakdown of some Kind or a complele
withdrawal. 1 chose withdrawal ™'

Gray said the effects of withdraw-
ing, showed up later when he was
relcased on o work !n:nnil.

When he was 17, Gray was allowed
t wirrk Of & custom combing crew
The crew went from Montana to Texns
and back again, following the wheat

‘My mom used to walk
down the streets of Anchor-
age looking at the faces of
the children she passed,
searching for her grand-
children. Do you have any
idea what that is like? We
thought this kind of thing
might go on in other coun-
tries, but not in the U.S.A.’

—Millie Buck, Cliff Gray's aunt

harvest. He oever had foiends and
nevier becamie invilved romantically
with anyone

After working on the crew, Gray
had a number of jobs where everyone
thomght he was very good al working
when he wanted 1o work. Gray knew
evien then he was unstable.

1 would work st something only
untll | was good at o | wanied
everything everyone clse had, bul
tidn't know how o go about getting
. 1 owas always unhappy o a pomi
where | didn't o™’

Crray was I1B or 19 when he
discovered aleohol. At the time, he
found it 10 be the best thing that ever
happened o him,

“Finally,”" said Gray, 1 could
become the persan | wanted 10 be with
alcohol — someone who wos accepled
and fit i’

Quite  bluntly, Gray became o
drunk.

1 didn't know then what a drunk
was or what alcoholism was, bt |
would drink to the point of blacking
out,”” he smd

Gray admitied to having & tremen-
douy ra.pm:'ltr for alcohol st this time

Atage 21 he tried unsuccessfully 1o
commit suicide. When he failed, he
decided he had better make a location
change and went back (o0 Moutana, He
believes God had a hand in letting him
live.

“1 was never a particulary religious
person in my youth,” he said, "hin
when | woke up, 1 felt that God had
something different in store for me,
arid it always stayed in the back ol my
mimid."

Gray wrote 1o the State of Aloaskn
in the micd-1970s, sting assistanoe
foor education and in finding his natural
parents, He told the state in his letier
that he was from Chitina, that his name
wias Cray and that he believed it had
been Miller.

He got a letter back from the Gover-
noe's ¢ which staled there was no
education aid available and that his
parents were dead

e e e —————

[he pattern of drug and slcohol abuse
continied until Gray was about 30
years old. Instead of becoming the per-
son he wanted 1o be when he drank,
Ciray found himself becoming a violent
drunk and fighting a I,

Inthe Armay by this time, Gray was
told by a captam, "“CLfT, we have a
problem here. You have a problem,
udd the Army has a problem. Either
you ke care of your problem, or the
Army will tuke care of theirs: Youw
problem is alcohol, and the Army's
problem s you on alcshol, "'

1 understood that, and | checked
o o treatment center. | quit drink-
me,"”" he smd.

Giray described an excellent facili-
iy in Heidelberg, West Germany,
where he was stationed that changed
tus Jife. Up antsl he was 30 years old,
b hund o direction, He wis rudderless
und emotioniess, with nothing to live
for, Gray had no fanily and no roots
Al 30 years old, he was completely
Iurmed out,

I hd no money, no honor, no
pride. 1 even stunk because | refused
o take o shower. "’

The alcohol treatment helped o great
deal. But finding his family was what
muade life today at age 37 a life beyond
hin wildest dreams or expectations
Today, he = murried, owns a home
andd has two foster Chialdren under his
vare.

A psychodogist iohd me thar statisticy
show 98 percent of the boys rmised as
I was are either dead or institution-
alized. Only 2 percent ovescome i, "’
he said. **1 was told 1 had two roads
o follow — either | would be a suc-
cessful criminal or successful in
business,

Gray also was told during his
plcohol trearment that because of the
drive he exhibited, he would either be
the best or the worst. For him, there
wasn 't much in belween,

Ciray s life changed five years ago
when he received a letter from his
Aunt Millie. Back in the early "80s,
he hod seen sn advertisement in
newspaper about shareholders in a
Nutive corporation. Gray called the
number in the ad and found he had
been carmied on the rolls as dead, so
he was registered over the phone.

His aunt later suw his name in the
register and wrode 1o him. The lettes
nojed that his sunt had been looking
for him for years and that he had
brothers and sisiers.

“We would like to hear from you,”™
she said.

Grry saud he kept the letter tor ahyou)
i yeur. He would read i, Told o back
up, put it away almost every day. His
attitude at the time was, "'What do
they want?'" He was 32, finally pet
ting his Life under control, and for the
first time felt that things were sthrting
to conne together, that he was muking
Progress.

The lemer brought out feehings ol
anger. Why were these people coni-
mg mto s hife? Where were they
when he needed them when he was 1)
or 12?7

Eventually, though, he worked
through the anger.

1 called her, amnd we talked for a
little bat, | was very cauntious. My @
titde wirs o "Who sree you?" tyvpe ol
attiude. Aunt Millie was overjoyed, ™

Afier the first phone call, Gray
didn’ cull her again for about ¢ tht
months. Gray said he necded time (o
think about i, that it was a tfemendous
shock 1o him

“Thas fanuly out ol nowhere comes
o my lde and says, *Fm oyour sunt
U'm your grandmother These are
your brothers and wisters.” O oj
nowhere! Pool! Insunt family, st
feclings. But I felt pothong. There wis
just u blank, o void. | didn’t know il
I wanted to get imvolved moall that,™
Cirny sand.

Girny ended his term o the A
and decided (o come 1o Alaska 1o by
dischirged. He got out of the Army
Dec. |

“We armanged the whole thing
where I'm coming in. | wrrived at the
Anchorge International Airport, ex
pecting o be mel by my long, los
relatives, like in & book or in the
movies. | get off the mirplane, wod
there 1s nobody . Boy, 1 felt uhour 2 m
ches high. "

S0 Gray told humsell, “*That's just
fine. 1 get on the plane and get ow
of here. 've gone 33 years withow
v all, 1 ocan go 33 miore whhow
Yo,

Instead, however, Gray went (o the
military  haison and arranged for o
place 1o stay. What had happencd was
thint his Aunt Millie had become very
(1 and couldn’t make it 1o the airport

“"No one elée in the farmily would
came in becavse lhl:?’ were alrad ol
being fet down, oo, They thought that
maybe this wsn't the CHiF they had been
Inoking for,”" Gray sad.

In the past during their seirch, the
family had been contacted by othes
poople, climming 1o be Gray.

Todday CHEF Gray and hix wife Diane are taking care of e foxier chifdren

Eventually Gray called s aunt and
did make 11t w her house hefore
U hristmaos.

“Without my Aum Millie s dedica
oy, said Giray, ©°1 wouldin 't be here
by . Misy aunt is a very reimarkable
wioman: 've learmed a lin Fromm her
She's a very powerdul woman,

Cirmy has a huge extended family i
Alinka

In the Indian culture o whole
village iy be relsied w you, then you
g M miles i another direction o
another village, and they might ull be
related o your, and so on, " Groy said

He said that learming about the fami
Iy ook o lot of gething used 1o

Uhiet fanuly has tned to offer an open
welvonne 1o Gray, but he feels he sull
iv ol i close o s family as he'd like
w bhe. Gray l.Il:".-L"Il]H!li distancing
behaviors early in life too protec
msell from being hun

I know intellectwally my Tanmuly
winld pever hort me, but emotional
Iy | sill hiave that feur,” he sand.
Teel very close to my aumt and some
of my brothers and sisters. "

Gimy Teels  particularly strongly
about Nutve children. He and his wile
Diane  dare now  losler pareniy
themselves.

s somethmg that | baseally
wiired o dooand with Thane s con
sirnl we followed up onot You see,
il nothing else, | can keep a child in
Alaska. "

Ciray sind e does ot wani anothies
child 1o go throogh lile as he did
lI1|J_‘ll,IHh lack of a fuster home

“What abowt chaldren? Do children
have 1o reach out Tor help? Do children
bave 1o be victimy” " he asked,

Ciray and has wile are currently tuk
ing care of two foster children from
w village, o boy who s almost 7 years
old and o girl only 2. Gray said tha
owerall, things are poing well. The li-
e girl 15 ﬁ:l_ju:'-.llmjs muich beter and
faster than the boy is

“"The boy desperately wanis atlen
tiom, bul doesn 't know how (0 aecepl
it 1t helps a lot that we have the same
color skin. ™’

The need lor Native Toster huomes
in Adaska i very desperaie. Current.
Iy, there are fewer than 10 avatlable

Filiter s note Thiv ix the first in
a three-part serivs.

CHfF Giray ever sow either of b
real paarents after he wan tiaken from
hix home ar age 4. Ron Miller died
in an auto accident in the early
1960s. Helen Miller died o, 1976
frawm an illness

Tegday, Cirav a the melinlenance
supervisor for Cook Inlet Housing
Authoritv. He amd his wife are
parents of two foster children and
are expecting a biby of their i,

The search for Ciray's. sister
Alberta, who would be about 16
veurs old mow, conlinge)

Grery wats Last in compact with her
dbort 10 vears ago. Grav hewrd she
weas fiving i Circinmati anmad oy
have o child, He uxed 1o call her
“Rertie " and feelx she sl thinks
he ix. Exhimme

Thirse wiha are  onferestedd.
hecomming a foxier pareal sy con
tact Cook Tnlet Teibal ol i
272-7529

Helen Chaxe s emploved pars
time by CITC. She prisinees the
dpency 'y wewalelier  glihd press
reledsey




