ASRAA offers a helping
hand to rural Alaskans

by Wurren Jurvis
fir ihe Tomdrw Thises

Yiun are a white, Anglo-Saxion Pro-
lestant, Yo are Imm“:.', well-adpusted
anil very comiortable m the middle
cluss existence you have carved oal in
miciely. You were bormand nsed i
u bypical mid-American city and dre
tmbued with the values and behaviors
which have been the manstream ol
viulr culture and tradiion Tor puny
vedurs.

Suddenly, i whatever réason, vou
find yoursell marooned on o small
lard of huardiniry | strnded i a sonall
Aliskn Native village of perhaps 200
peuple.

What dov you der”!

For the people sl the Association for
Stranded  Rural  Albskans  in Anp
chorage, such o scenario wordld be in
ANy Ways poctic justice

Since the ngency s founding i June
1981, ASRAA his helped more than
(NRLLE ruup]u who were having Jif
Howly dealmg with the cultare of an
Amencan city

“There nre ways ol dobng things (in
Phe Coy T thal wre just totally Torggen 1o
people from a rornd Aliskan seiting, ™
sapd Velma Schatiner, a community
servives apecialist for ASRAA. “In
rural Aleska, the communities are kind
of like extended tamihes, o help each

erosssculral

apgencies,

A mapor pary of ASRAAS work,
hoswever, 15 ot in helping those who
wish 1o stay, but an Tacilimting the
return ol peaple 10 therr homes.

wince July, Schaftner swd, the ln:
dian Health Service quit tunding pa-
betus from the Bush.

Ohne oF the resulis of thas, she saud,
is muore people who either cannot al-
fomd the travel froem their homes 1o An-
chorage Tor medical treatment or do
ol understand the complexities in-
virlved andd do met bong enough money
ey retur homie

Overall, Schafiner suid, ASRAA
prowvidies w vanety of services [or those
who qualify. Included among these ane
trafsportanon — bus fure whenever
possibile — within the city for courn ap-
pearatices of joby ierviews, Trnspor
tatiomn 10 the airpon for s Might home,
itervession with other agencies, and
wrranging for a place o stay al one o
the city 's shelters.

Nuol evervone, of course, agrecs
with such a program, cspecally o
thme of shrinking government
revenues and Lighlening budgets,

According 1w Schaffner, |fu: deep
cuts the sgency has twken in the pust
couple of years hiave severely limited
ASHAA's ability v educate the
villupes.

weminars  for  other

This, Schaffner said, is what makes
the agency needed; among all the
agencies that make up Anchorage’s
United Way agencies, only this one is
specifically directed at the needs of
people ‘stranded’ in a strange culture.

e b el gave b cach other's needs, ™

This, Schatfwer sand, by what makes
the agency nceded; umong sl the
ppencies that make np Anchorpge s
Uinmtedd Way agencies, only this one is
specifivally directed wr the needs of
peogle. “stranded’™ w0 a0 strange
culture

A strindded rural Alaskan” Schafi-
e sand, s basscally anyone who
resides outside of Anchorage, who is
an Alaska resulent, amd s accidently
suck m Anchorage withoor  the
resources toreturn home

To quahfy Tor g, the person musm
also hiive no other resources, such uy
larnily or available funds, with which
they could help themselves, Inform-
tion on how 1o live in Anchorape,
however, 1s free [0 anyone.

Acconding o Schaffoer. this encom:
passes more thin people who just lose
their money. Hecause many  rural
Alaskans huve no real understanding
of how acity works, Schaffner smid,
they may well arrive unprepared for
w stuy of any length

TA Dol people come 1w lown
thinking they re gong 1o find work,
undl 1||r|,'i,' don't know bow o, Schall-
ner sid. " Also, the survival skills are
witully different. © when you live in
o wrbam sethmg, your Just can’] go next
tovor and sy, 1 need this ™

T help ableviate this  problen,
ASHAAN ledches survival skills o
those who will remmn m Angchorige
b s frene, s well as holding

From a budget high of roughly
FILO00 three years agn, 1he agen:
cy's hudget for this year i only half
that, Reflecting this, the ASRAA stall
huas fallen from socto its present three
Fubl-tame amd no part-time employees,

“"Everything's beéen cul,” Schafines
saud, " from supplies o personnel. ™

Despiie previous efforts, however,
s well as the dissemination of mfor-
reation by people as they retum to their
villages, the need — based on the
number of people asking for help over
any given time period — has not fallen
appreciably

Schaffner speculated that part of the
recent need has probably been a result
ul the spring ol spill disrupting the
subsistence economy and templing
fv:npic frowm thear homes in search of
ngh-paying cleanup jobs

At the moment, Schaffner sald,
ASRAA is handling about 130 con-
mets o manth, OF those who call for
help. about 90 percent are Native.

ASRAA makes no distinctions b
race, Schaffner said, but will help all
whi qualify

Whether a small agency  like
ASRAA, with s small and specinlized
cliem base, can weather  slimmer
years ahead s uncertmin, No mitter
what happens in that fiure, hiwever,
o rany people ASRAA s elfors will
have had o lasing oopact on e
lives.



