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Hearings will be held in sevsev-sev-

eral North Slope villages next
week to obtainobtkin public corn'corncom'
ment on an Offshore

,
drilling

plan whichwhich'which,' according to an
environmentalenvironmental' ' impact state'statestate-'-
nient , tould'couldcould'

, have-havehave'-' far-reachingfarreachingfat-reachingfat-

aridand long.-lastinglong.lastinglong.longlastinglong.taicinglongtaicing..- effecteffects on the
lifestyle an4 subsistence re-rere -

sources bibt the area.area..

Hearings are set in BarroWBarropt ,

. Nuiqsut.Nuiqsut.NuigsutNuigsut., KaktovikKaktovikoFairbanks, F, irbanlis ,
t''and.tand.tand( ''and., AnchorageAbchorage'oqAbchorageoq*'o thehe propopropos-
al to openopeii gffiAoreVY.egreVYegre.

ouo'1o1' drilling

in the tiea13ea0fprtf9rtSe* 'tot"VisittotVisit' " Piaplr
Field , thatpeia.c6niists'ofthatpeia.c6niistsofthatpeiac6niistsof4Tlitit :; ; eldw. ciintists'ciintists ' of"of"

:0.0. d

.
'approximatelyapproximately'; ( .88. million

,rocresofOffshoreacre ,of.of.
,
offshore( area, , rangingfanging

fromlfrom"lfrom" 'toto' to'to' V11 milemiles; offthoreoffshoie
in , water depthdepths from 'fibfib' 16 feet
lp-'131lp-131L0,131L0131

'
feet.feet.

According to the ' EnvironEnvirirri-Envirirri-
mental'.Jnipactmental.JnipactmentalJnipactinental

'

. Impact 'StatementStatement'Statement
,
( re-rerei-

paredparid; bybpi
, thethe US.USU.s. ., BureauBureau..

'-of
o-f' of

Landtand'ManigementtandManigement; 'ManagementManagement' , the ( field
his a 99 percentpercentprobibiliryofprobability of
havinpilhaving"oilhavingoil(

*"
.

'
;

, fnio4injitfoundwin( ;
,, ,

" It,, lTho"seThose, ow
"

,

resourcesfesourct s are estimatedtimated to havehave
about'aboutabouf' 2.38238. billion barrekbarrels
ftfof oil and 1.78178. trillion cubiccltbic

, feet ofgas{as in thetrine area ,
, / ,

r , "TheThe'The"' proposal hahas ieveralMeveral aaaaaaL
y

ternatives to It'/anSsthoseIt'ItanSsthoseItanll'/, ,ftose? tillwill
bebq , ,

thftrhea subject6VIsc?ubjectyot* disceealonjj' ' " " a-

nsslon
'latrtlie( at * the'pubUcthepubUcpublic,1tea"tings".tapublic1teatings.tapublic1teatingsta,'heahea ngs.tongsto. 'taketake

___ _- __'_i-i-
"

place , '

44, dint(irst alternative calls for

the entire proposed leasing area
to 'bebe' drilled ; the second alal-al-
ternateternatd, calls for no sale whatwhat--

soeveraoever ; the third alternative
would delay the sale by at
least Awotwo years ; the fourth
would ' delete 33 leasing

, bfocfcblocks in the north/northwestnorthnorthwest/
portionsportiosoflthejot the sale area bebe-be-

causeeau4blee,of( fee hazardhaurd conitions ;

AlternativeAlternative 5S calls for deletdelet--

ing 49 blocks in the Cape

HalkettIfalkett area which is an impor-imporirnpor-irnpor-
''fagffagf' (an areiresi"foiiresifoi"ifot Barrow''subsls-Barrow''subslsBarrowsubslsBarrow"Barrow'" 'fubsis-fubsis-

te'rtce'tertceteAce'teAce' ' '-
activities

a-

ctivities'
activities tot(lorbowhead,wLhead

whale,whaltaand,,and seals.seals. -

Alternative b? wouldwould de-deOe-Oe-

letelets 4741 blockblocks In the southern
portion of the Beaufort sea.sea .

This alternative would protect
subsistence and biological rere-re-

sources in the ColviueColville River

Delta which is a highly producproduc--

tive wildlife habitat for nest.nest.
ing birds , migratory waterfowl ,
seals , caribou and anadromous

fisheries.fisheries. Nuiqsut subsistence
harvest of all these species
occursocctars ini,0i0,, this delta.delta.

Alternative 7 would elimelim--

inate 37 blocks in the Southern
Beaufort Sea between the Col-Col-
ville River and Prudhoe Bay.Bay.

This area has a high seal and
w cariCeMtt'p6pulation.CeMttp6pulation.CeMttp6pulationoU ' bptttaUon.bptttaUon. "*' ..

"'
'liccoidingliccoidingAccording loto the report , if

the total proposed leasing area
is leased out as lain Alternate I.I1.1.

six to nine spills exceeding 1

1,0001000, barrels of oil spilled, are
probable over the 30-year30year- life
of the oil field.field.

According to the report ,

eliminating the CaptCape HalktURalkett

area would "significantlysignificantly" .re-.re.re -

duce social impacts expected

to resulttesult from( the proposal.1proposal1proposal.proposal. . .""

because it would significantly

reduce potential oilspills from(
the western portion-ofportionofportiori - of the propro--

posed teaselease satesale ar.-aar.aar.araar2.:- and would

reduce disturbance and inler-inlerinter-inter- (

feienceference withwith traditionaltriditiorial subsis-subsis$ubsis-ubsis-

',teice'teaeteae( actiyillet'SUSninhactiyilletSUSninhactiviiles ' Srriith BBAYAy

(ContinuedContinued on Pagerivefive)
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Eliminating
,

thc.Colville.Pel.thcColvillePel.thcColvillePelthe Colvillepel. .,
.,,

i

_

Ito .tract"would.tractwouldtractwouldtract"would.,
"" .'SignincantlySignincantly'ilgnificantly'ilgnificantly' '

i reducereducey potential impactsimpacts tot6 the
roverwlrrtering' overwintering , b9walbgreal smelt
(IthuaplqIthuagnlgjr), , TheTherepori;, report also'also'

States that eliminatingel1minatini ,thsthis?
tract.wouldtractwouldtract

, would. reduce noise and""distrubancesdistrubancesdistftibance ;, near'nearroar'"theroarthe'
,

"

the ColvilltColvUle ,

Delta and could reduce poten.potenpotent.;
tialslat .;'Impa'cts'Impactslmpa'cis'lmpacis

' ' ' 'teatea' to theepOtteA'theepOtteAthe"Spotted'theSpotted
,

;",
'

ttafhauloutarcaseal haul-6thaul6t- arias.-arias.. ,

-
.

, ThhThls
,
alternatlv-would'alternatlvwould'wouldaltemadv"quldaltemadvquld"- ';

, not.notnot
.-

1

1

.,

aignifkantly'reducelmpactsaignifkantlyreducelmpactsignincantly ' reduce
,
Impacts to

terrestrial nianimabmammals'or"endarag.mammalsorendarag.mammalsorendarag'or'endanj-or'endanjorendanj'" -.
credered whale habitatfabitatf.fabitatf.., '

The SirnpsonSimpson Lagoon'DeleLagoonDeleLagoon rbele' '

tion would reducereducee the prob-prob- ,
1 abilities ofo1'o1

y

' an oibpilloilspill hiin tlwthe
Simpson'Simpson' GgoonLagoon , area'area' and
would 'rcduipercduipe'redred'' e disturbances 'to'1to1'tbtb' 'l
the westernwesfern| extension'extensionfxtenslon'fxtenslon ' of'theoftheoCthe'

whalingwhaling' ' ahdail tealinsealing range'range ' oof?
, , KaktQvik'toKaktQviktoKaktpvik'tbKaktpviktb' tthetho'easterfexien.dthoeasterfexien.dthoeasterfexiend' eastern , exten.exten.. '

slonsion 6fthedftfe, palinghaling
and whaling

rangering! of Nuiqsut.NuiqsutNufgsut.,
" Xw

.AccbrdingAccbrding.Accbrdkngito, to 'the-'thethe' the
-

reportreport"report
"

,;

residentresidents 'ofof' ' 'thethethi Wth'Wtht4oith't4oith' Slope"Slope"
would see$ vry'vryvery'very? ' few jobjobs as

t* result'result'
, otpt 00(he drillingdrilling.drilling;. , TheS,

report statedstated'', thathat( most 'jajaA-

Thi
'Jobs'Jobss '

would , goa to corkerorkert who corn-corncom- ,
'mutemule to anaant fronifrom, th-eth'-e AnchorAnchor..

age.ageage ., FiirbankiFalrbanki areaarea.area,. jPeaklnn.jPeaklnnpeak "em.em.em" . ',
ploynhployrit ntnt Impactlmp cis wouldwould occur ;

In '"195 $ and totaltotal'4,100total4100' 4J, 00 jobs
for'fortar'tar' Anchorage ,,.' 900 'forfor'farfar'

Fairrl ajrr,
bank'bankbanks' , andarid, 500500'for500for' for the South-South-

centralcential'reglon.centialreglon.centialreglon'region.region. t't'i . .
?.

These newnew NorthNorth SlopeS1ape'seshS1apesesh'red-red- ,

dents could create a strain onone *

harvestinghan'esttghanesttg' ( - , subsistence- .subsistenc-
e. /rere/'re-I'rereI' -

sourcesMnsourceslin* 'the'iarea'.lstheiarea.lstheiareals', the'the',
,areaIs'g'theareaIsgthe', .", ,

'jf'jf' '{
'thth'

; ,
t

new workersworkers.,. thuntpuntit "ororor fish;".,
'

,accordingaccording'toaccordingto'to the'thithi' .report.report.reportrieportThe. ., "TheThe",

opening'opening' of ;.the'.North1'Slopethe.North1SlopetheNorth1Slope. the ,'.North-.North. -' Slope ir! 'rr'
Haul RoadRoad'Road

'
whichwhkh already his.his. ,

beers'beers' dohe *'*c6uld.c6uldcbuld.,been doeert'doeert '
,ntcnsUylrttenslfjr

competitioncompetitlon tbi.tbifoe .,, keykey"subs1s.keysubs1s.keysubs1s*

", subsis'subsis'.
tencetencq resourcescesoirrces ,'"*

according toto'to' ''
the report.reportreport.report.. , t* .

.
iN I!

r/ 'AccordingAccording' totd the report , the'the'

Smith BayDay to Cape! HalkettNafkett

area 'Is-'IsIs"is'"' -' thee'e,' area orEreatestof greatest
risk ,*"' because thethe.;.' areaarea is "aaaa"anan"

important bowheadtowhead .feedingfeeding.

area and encompasses the hunt4hunt ;;'

ing and fishing range lorthelor'the' '
,

villagevillages
" .-of

o-f._ of Barrow and Nulq
I, gut.gutut.ut. {

rr( . , ._
TheThe" " report statestates that tfif

aftan oil spill(pill occurred during .

thethq ppenlwatir( pen-'watpen'watwat;-' |r"r," "periodperiodpejjod" ;when
bowhcadsbowheads andandtheit,, their yoUng'ar-

e

yoUngar-
eyoung ' ire

in uic'"area.Jfuicarea.JfuicareaJftht""stetthtstet'"'"
, . if could

' , popdi*',

', '-affect
a-ffect'-Affect
A-ffect'tentially'tentiallytentwlyr ' ,

h'dividualhdividualindividual

ivhaleswhales , disturb,| ., .theirtheirthen behaviofbehavior ,

or'oror'or' "encourageencourage"

encourage ;
,
,thenrthem;, to'avoidtoavoidto '

, avoid
'-or
o-r' of temporarily'temporarily'( abandon

-
the ,

w.warea.area. . . t
.AnIb4yAnIb4y.-AnAn- , ; oil jpiltspill and'clean-upand'cleanandcleanupand , 'clean-up'cleancleanup' -

effortefforts couldcouldtyrlistuit''subsivcouldtyrlistuitsubsiv( ;jiuturb'jiuturb'
' ubsi -'i'ii-'

' tence Malingsealing an-
d

and-
..
nshingfishing activeactfv.actfv. '

stiesities duringduringg the'the' duration of the
ill and . ',

;

spillV clean-up.cleanup.cleanup.up-
.RingedRinged., seatseals ,

which "pccurpccur"huthut"
"

inset
1 ifairly6lriy-large6lriylarge- large ioncentradons"ioncentradonsconcentration "
in the area d coctiuidld-.l-d., be affectedsffectA
'greatlygreatly' bybya 'spillspillVIP' in that area.area.

The'reportThereportThe'The' report ; Also,also"takesalsotakes"lakelake" lnio
accountaccount thethe'' spiritual relation.relation.,
thip'thipship'ship'' between Eskimo whalerwhalers
, an4theirendthelr?, 'whaUngwhallng and says'saysay 'an

' oilspillouspill Inin'inthe lease area or any'anyany.'.
where .along'.alongalongalong'

.

' the 'bowhead'tbowheadt'bowheadbowhead' 's
range/rangerange

.rr/. . 'w,;

'
.wouldwould.,would , probably in-inIn.-.

Auce'Auceduce ' someome psychological stresistress
. ,on ; lnuplat ', 'whalingwhalingwhaling.;. cultiires'cultiirescultures ',

tndend peoples/peoplespeoples./.
-SpiritualSpiritual"Spiritual-" beliefbellefs'bellefs' which tie

'
the Inuplat peoplepedple to thethe bow-bow-- .

head'head whale lmpyimply} atackojfout'atackojfoutg lack of out.out'.
; side ,, ,, disturbancedisturbance" " and "a'-l"a'al"-

a
a"" '

- tense.tensesense .;'
of unity between I , the , whalewhale''
and huntershurlters"whichhurlterswhich"

which is extremely
difficult'difficult'difficult'' ' to ' 'preservepreserve'prestiveprestive

, 'underunder'

'-which
w-

hich?'conditionconditions which 'exitexit';xlst$ ; during'during'

or sftortlyshortly
'

after"anafteranaftef'aftef"' an oiloil spill ,'event.event., "

.

TheThe'reportThereport'report wniwarns? that anioilanoll
sRispig'.on'orspig.onorspigonorToiior'. '

under'itheunderitheundeethe' Ice1Ga "couldcould"couldcould"
Itertouslyseriously affect i take 01of, fish ;,,,

-gtealsgteals- tealsp9lar;
,

( 1

?,bear if thesethese
resourceresources were Oiled/orOiledorpiled/, br lit perper-1per1-

,istenceIdstence ,of oil lix'"thelixtheln'ihklnihk' "'
, 'area'area'freai'

. 'reducedreduced' rtduced 'the'the' the ' recovery'recoveryret very'rate'overyrateo' rate 'of.of.of' (.
*"* ;'- .biological populations.populationspopulations."rpopulations.rpopulationsr '

1 The report , quotingquotlng a studytudy
conductedcondufed; byby-by-

anthropologistanthropologist' '

RoataRosits .WdrWdrWart. , inIre }19799p and 1980 ,
slate's'slates'btes"thatbtesthat

, a
"thatthat"

, whileIwhile InupiatInupiaf cul-culput-put, -
"

turAtuck patterns of sharing have
4i been maintained , "considerconsider"consider-" *-

'ableable'
'-able
a-ble' Individual and social stressittiess
"haha'has'has"' 'beenijcportedbeenijcportedlreenreported' , becausebecailse of
'thethe' icveresevere reduction'In'reductionInreduction ;' in'in' fake of
'bowheadbowhead'

whales and'caribou.andcaribou.andcaribouarid'arid' caribou.caribou .

The contunitngcontinuing depletion , of
subsistence resources on'on' the
North ,Slope and habitat on
thetheNoith.,-NorthNorth- Slope can be expecexpect

reedted to add to the already
highhigh'*' levellevels pf,

' personal13ersonal and ,

family stress and tensiontension result-result-
inIng( from these'fearlier.thesefearlier.thesefearlierthese ', earlier . rtstric-rtstricrestric-restric-
tions on frobsistencfrtake.frobsistencfrtakesubsistencetake.subsistencetake . '"*

The report alsoalso'' cautionscautions that
the decrease 'in'in'in ' taketake resulting

inlnchangt, change of.dietofdietofdfet., foyfo{ residents

'cancan'"cancan" be expected to interact
with ..otherother. .sourcessourcessources

. of'of' stressstress ,

' perhaps encouragingencourigiag illnessillness and
premature mortality/mortalityrnortallty'irnortalltyi/,'*

Development tactivityiadivity fofor
the proposed entire lease area
calls for about 32,32, exploration
wells built oil Pivelgravel blaadsfslands ,,

About (6464144( milesriiiles of; pipelinepipetrne
would be used tflto carrycarry the'ot1theot1'
to shore.shore. If oil IsIs found , 462
production wells are proposed.proposed.

The negative effects of gravgrav--

el Island placement is mentnen
tioned and the report statestates
that the development activactiv--

ity could tend to scarescare off
01of reducereducf subsistence resources
into the wCiaita ,

/ ' An ?ffrfiootffshoat of that reducreduc--
tiontlon bIs ; the probability that
hunterhunterj'hunterj'

, will havehave to spend
moremorel .-cash

c-
ash.,cash toi6 obtainobtaln the(he

same amountamount,-
4

amount-
4

:
, of'-flshof'offlsh' -ftih or game

taketake-.becausttake-becaust.because: the hunters may
have1have ta,toP name , farther.

,farther x, --'


