By LINDA LORD-JENKINS

Tundra Times Editor

Hearings will be held in sev-
eral North Slope villages next
week to obtain public com-
ment on an offshore drilling
plan which, according 10 an
environmental impact state-
ment, ¢ould have far-reaching
and long-asting effects on the
lifestyle and subsistence re-
sources of the area.

Hearings are set in Barrow,
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mental t Statement pre:
pared by U.S. Bureau of
Land Management, the field
has & 99 percent probability of
having’ pil found in it. Those
resources are estimated 1o have
about 238 Dbillion barrels
of oil and 1.78 trillion cubic
feet of gas in the area
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st ‘the public hearings 1o i

1.8 million
acres of offshore area ranging
from 3 to 37 miles offshore
in water depths from 16 feet
to 131 feet.
According to the Environ-
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Ihn first alternative calls [or
the entire proposed leasing area
to be drilled; the second al-
ternate calls for no sale what-
soever, the third alternative
would delay the sale by at
ledst two years, the fourth
would ~ delete 33 leasing
blocks in the north/northwest

portions of the sale area be

cause of ice hazard conitions;

Altemative 5 calls for delet-
ing 49 blocks in the Cape
Halkett area which is an impor-
tant area for Barrow subsis-
tence activities for
whales and seals.

Hllrlllwl 6 wnﬂl de-

lete 47 blocks in the southern

portion of the Beaufort sea.
This alternative would protect
subsistence and biological re-
sources in the Colville River
Delta which is a highly produc-
tive wildlife habitat for nest-
ing birds, migratory waterfowl,
seals, caribou and anadromous
fisheries. Nuigsut subsistence
harvest of all these species
ocours in this delta,

Alternative 7 would elim-
inate 37 blocks in the Southern
Beaufort Sea between the Col-
ville River and Prudhoe Bay.
This area has a high seal and

- caibou popuation. -

According to the report, if

ing

the total proposed leasing area
is leased out as in Alternate |

siX lo nine spills exceeding |
1,000 barrels of oil spilled, are
probable over the 30-year life
of the oil field.

According to the repon,
eliminating the Cape Halkett
arés would “significantly re-
duce social impacts expected
to result from the proposal...”
because it would significantly
reduce potential oilspills from
the western portion-of the pro-
posed lease sake ar.1 and would
reduce dmurh:ncc and i:nl!r
ference w
ience activil
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turdl patterns of sharing have
been maintained, ‘“consider-
able individual and social stress

has been reported because of

the severe reduction in take of

~ bowhead whales and caribou.

The continuing depletion of

- -subsistence resources on’ the

North Slope and habitat on
the North Slope can be expec-
ted to add to the ‘already

high' levels of personal and.

family stress and tension result-
ing from these earlier restric-
tions on subsistence take.”

The report also cautions that
the decrease in take resulting

in change of diet for residents
“can be expected to interact
with other sources of stress,
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Development uctivity for

the proposed entire lease area
calls for about 32 exp ion
wells built on islands.
About 164 miles of pipeline
would be used to carry the oil
to shore. If oil is found, 462
production wells are proposed.

The negative effects of grav-

el island placement is men-
tioned and the report siates

that the development activ-
ity ¢ould tend to scare off
o reduce subgistence resources

in the aréa.

An offshoot of that reduc-
tion is the probability that
hunters will have to spend
more cash to obtain (he
samé amount of fish or game
take because the hunters may



