Mount Edgecumbe reunion set in Sitka Feb. 20 to 22

By Bill Hess
Tundra Times Staff

Old Triends, historic bhaskel
ball  teams, once renowne
chotrs,  past  frustrations  ans
glores will be vividly remem
bered mext month as hundred:
of Mount Edgecumbe Alumn
gather on the slands off Sit
ba for a reunmn.

The reunion, the Dirst of i
kil since Mt. Edgecumbe be
gan vperating as & Bureau ol
Indhan Altairs boarding school
e 19T comes as the mstnu-
T laces tenmmation.

Under budgetl cuts put o
eltect by the Keagan admmis-

tration, the school had heen
swheduled Tor closure this June,
hut hard lobbving by Native
leaders coupled wath the ef-
lorts of US Sen. Frank
Murkowsk: and a letter from
Lov. Jay Hammond have ap-
parently  bought another year
ol grace for the school.

Ld Mercer. a member of the
rewnion conumtee, notes that
there  will be much
recredllon and epterlamiment
at the reuniom, 11 will have its
serious side. “We will be call-
g 1 meeting to order,” he ex.
platns, "o pay  inbute o
Mot Ldgecumbe High

winle

School, and to seek a resolu-
tion to keep it upen, We
are looking at the class reunion
as a secondary thmg. The
Point Barrow people in partic-

ular wanted to have a meamng- -

ful program if they were o
come all the way down.”

Registration will  begin al
I pm. on Feb, 200 and 21 in
the  suditorium with reunion
events taking place, Mercer
says that transportation will be
provided from the airport to
places of lodging, whether @
hotels or with friends, and also
1o the school. There will be
some  accommodations  avail-
able at the school and a1 pni-
vite residences ol community
people who have agreed to put
guests up.

Among proposed  reunion
hughlights will be a series ol
basketball games. [Interested
alumni will be asked to sign
up for both mens and wo.
mens'  teams, At least one
game will be plaved against
the current staff of M1, Edge-
cumbe. “We're also requesting
that past cheerleaders sign
up, o encourage their teams,”

Mercer says.

“An alumni song gueen will
be chosen. We hope we can gel
past alumni choir  members
together, as well as the alumni
band,” he adds. “We will find
out just how rusty these people
are!”

BJ. McGillis, who coached
Mount Edgecumbe  basketball
players to the regional cham-
pionship in 1959, 15 expected.
as is Michael Afforgin, who di-
rected the choir during the fif
ties. There should be an alumni
dance on Feb. 212, which s
also Founders Day, M1, Edge
cumbe’s 35th anmiversary.

Donations of traditional Na-
tive foods are being sought
for the banguet. Different or-
ganizations  throughout  the
state are being asked to con-
tribute to the event, and to
advertise in the program book-
tets. There will be booths for
arts and crafts,

Mount Edgecumbe Supt.
Leroy Demmert will address
the woup, as will Eleanor
Weedman, a student, While
other speaking arrangements
have not yet been finalized,

it s hoped Murkowski will
address the gathering.

Interested alumni should get
in touch with their contact per-
sonnel, They are: Point Barrow
-Able Akpick, B52-4578; Fair-
banks-Gerald Evaps, 452-5568
Charlie Moses, 4794041 Mary
Jane Fate, Melvin Charlie and
George  Bennett: Anchorage-
Elaine Ewkeok, 2797709
Helen Reed. 272-2728; and
Kuth Williard . 2650418,
Nome-George  Walters, 443,
2784 Eagle River-John Waller,
Box 137, Geeneva  Street,
499577 Hydaburg-Raleigh Mor-
rson, 853292 Klawock-
Donald  Marvin,  755.2223.
Kake-Russell James, Si., THS-
3751 Angoon-Reginald Nel:
son, Sr.. TER-3535; Klukwan-
Johanna Hotch, 766 - 2559,
Yakutat-Lowell Peterson, T84.
3236; Hoonah-Marie Howard
045-3306, and Lorretta Wil
liams; Metlakatla-Mae Marfden,
B8G-TRE2, Sitka-Frank O, Wil-
liams, 966-2643; Vesta Dmin-
icks, 7478777, and Ed Mercer,
66-3007 .

Caril Moses Martin is chair-
man of the committee.



