Alaska has been called the
“land of lawyers” because of
the many legal wrangles bind-
g  the new frontier. The
North Slope Borough covers a
large part of the State and has
inherited its share of the legal
load. The man who now deals
with the Borough's daily legal
work is Harold Curran.

Curran: was appointed Agt-
ing Director of the Borough
Law Office by the Borough
Assembly Dec. |, 1981, replac-
ing Contad Bagne. Curran had
served as an Assistant Attor-
ney under Bagne since Septem
her. The Borough is presenth

recruiting 1o il the  assist-
ant attorney spol feft open by
i1|Lnfnupp-ruu|mn

A two-attorney olfice can
not handle all of the Borough's

legal dealings, so, as Cuiran
explaing, other attorneys and

law fifrms are
Borough's behalf. At l|¢|m
the .new A Dﬁﬂtﬂ sees

himself as primarily a co-
ordinator of these services.

“My responsibility here is as
an overseer of a coordinator,
| work closely with the Bor-
ough’s contracted law firm,
Martin and Farrel, in Anchor-
age and handle the day-to-
day legal matiers like drawing
up contracts, handling person-
nel legal questions and keeping
current on any lawsuit pro-
ceedings.”

In his duties Curran [inds
merging the written legal sys-
tem with the oral traditions of
the Inupiag w he a major
challenge.

*“If you have an oral tradi-
ton that deals with land that
is completely contrary 1o the
wiy the United States and its

legal urllem deals with land,
oral &5 out. It's all writien.
It's all recorded. So if you
don't write and you don't
record it, legally it's hard (o
enforce your rights.”

In dealing with the differ-
ant traditions, Curran sees his
role as one of -education.
Some of the legal questions
that come up are unigue to
the conditions and cultute of
the North Slope. Those cases
are an education for ‘the legal
system, as well as the laymen.
Curran and his legal colleagues
dub such new circumstances
“matters of firdt impression.”

Curran  cites  the * Native
Claims Settlement Act and its
method of dealing with land as
a wellspring of matters of first
impression. "“The Native Claims
Settlement Act established var.
jous systems thal are quite
familiar to non-MNative Ameri-
can society, yet al the same
time, these systems have beeri
superimposed  over a - Native
tradition and culture which is
not familiar with them, So the
process is one of
not just

to deal with m-utmm'

and divisions of land,”
One of Curran’s pﬂ: is
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Acting director qmmd to attorney’s ofﬁce

Law Office Acting Director Harold Curran III'I"'I,
you don't write and you don't record it legllhr it's
hlrr.i to enforce your nght: .
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