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Law Office Acting
,

Director Harold CurrarCurran
4
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"s..1s.1s1", Jf.. ,

you , don'tdont
'

' Write , and you don'tdontldon'tldont' record 'itit' ; .legally".legallylegallylegally'.,
"'
, it'tfittfit'sits' 1

i hhard'tqhardtqirdt'oirdto', enforceeriforcejlourour riflhtSfl'1riflhtSfl1Vohtsri'Vohtsri''
*

" 'cc'( ' !

i i1* 1 ' ,

ActingAdingdirecnorvpom,director appointeditoathttfieyto attorney'sattorneys'ss' office"officeoffice " {

Alaska has been called the
"landland" of'of' lawyers"lawyers" because of
the many legal wrangles bindbind..

ingins the new frontier.frontier. The
North -SlopeSlope'Slope-' Borough covers a
large, part of the State and has
inherited ItsTts share of the legal

, toad.toad|oad.oad. The roanman who nownow dealdealt*
withVith the'the' Borough'BoroughBorough'sBoroughs' dailydally legal
work is Harold CurranCurram ,

1 CurranCurran1waswas appointed.appointedappointed
.
Arfit-Arfit, t-t-

ing DirectorDlrettor of the BoroughBoro
Law Office , by the Borough
Assembly Dec 1,1981.11981.119811 , 1981 ., replacreplac--

ing Conrad Bagne Curran had
served'served ' as ann Assistant AttorAttor--

ney under BagneBagrie smcesince SeptemSeptem--

ber The BoioughBoiuugh is presenti'presentipresentli'
recruiting to fill11 the .issislissislassist.

ant dttornevdttorne spuitipFt, It'llItlllett' open h\hby\
( uii.in'uii.inuiiintit ian'sappm1tinentiansappm1tinent.

' app4iiiiinenl,

A two-attorneytwoattorneytwo-attorn"attorn"attorn-- " oHiceolhce can
milnot handle all nl( r1 ihethe Bormjdi'sBormjdisBorough'sBoroughs'

legal dealings , so' " , a.sas. ( uiran
explains other atiattorneysrney&rney& jmland

law fifmsfirms late'latei? '
;-retainedretained- re alned on the

Borough'BoroughBorough'ibehalf.Boroughibehalf.Boroughibehalf'
,behalf.behalf., At the helm.helmhelm ;.

the-newthenewthe.the-.new Acting Director'Director ' sees$
'-
aco-
'-
aco

a-co'
himself as primarily a co-

ordinator of these serviceseryices.seryices..
"MyMy" responsibility hereherQss as'as'

an overseer ocor a coordinatorcoordinstotg,,
1I w0rkwork closely with the'BortheBortho'Bor.thoBor.thoBor'

*.
ough'loughlough'soughs' contracted , law iHrmfirm, ,.,
Martin and ParrelFarrel ! inin Anchor"AnchorAnchor."'.*.
agaga and handle 'thethe' day-todaytoday-to.dayto.to.- .
day legal mattersmatters likelake drawing
opup contracts , handling personperson--

nel legal questions and keeping
current on any lawsuit propro..
ceedingceedings.ceedings ."

In his duties Curran rindsfinds
merging the written legal syssys--

tem with the oral traditions otof
the Inupiaq to be a major
challenge.challenge.

"titi"0 you have an oral traditradi--
tion thaithat dealdeals$ wjtbwith land that
is completely contrary to the
way the United States and itiiits

legal 'systemsystem' ysteni ( deals'deals'
,;'-wjthiw-jthi'witl

,

' landt rid ,

oral'Oral' is ouioutw? It'ItIt'sIts' All,111111, written.writtenWritten .

It'ItIt'sIts' all'all' recorded.recorded.,, So .if-.ifIf. - you
don'tdont'' write'.andwrite.andwriteandwrite :' .

;and , , youyoy don'dondon'tdont
'

'

record it , legally it'itit'sits' harrfhard'hard to
enforce your rights.rights."

In dealing'XthdealingXthdealing'.witfdealing.witfdealingwitf'. -thfrthfr'thethe-'
, differdiffer--

ent.ent., traditions'CurrantraditionsCurrantraditign4,:
' Carrit( leessee Ittshis

.rolerole., as-ass j'-one'W-education.j-oneWeducation.j-'one'Wj-oneWe-ducation.e-ducation-
,'&e'e& ' 16f -education.education.- .

Some of the-thethe'-' legal questions
that come 'upupop'; 'arc''i'uniquearciunique'aretifique'toaretifiqueto',

','
,
' o

the conditionconditions 'andand' culturecult? ,e ,pff
the , North*

Slope , Those ; caiescases
are an educationedu4tion fial'the'legalfialthelegal(or '"the"the" "' legal
systems sterni , as well-awellawelf-AswelfAs- .thethe.thilaymej.thilaymej

*

laymen.laymen.
Curranprraq and hishis legallegalcollvigiies

,
colleagues'dub such new'new' circumstanceCircumstances

matters"matters" of firfaitt impression.impression.
,""

Curran cites the Native
Claims Settlement'Settlement ' Act Andacrd Itits
method of dealing'withdealingwithdealing 'with land asas
a ellsprlngwellspring* of jnatterinatters '

, of firsifirst
impression.impression. "TheThe" Native ClaimClaims

Settlement Act established varYar
iousIOUs systems lhatthat.that., are/.qulteare.qulteare.qultequlteare"quftrarequftr,"/ .

familiar to non-NativenonNativenqn-NativenqnNative- Amerltmer'tmer',
ipanpanfsocletj, society , ydy"eye

"

at thesamvhe
,, am ,

timetin , .' Ihesethese
; systemsystcm have'beerfhavebeerf', :

' ',.iuptrimposediuptrimposed
,..tu-'perlmposed.tu-perlmposedtu-perlmposed. over JiJ Native ;

'traditiontradition' i, and'and' cuture"cutureculture)
"

which'which' is
not familiat withwith'' them ,., SoSo'So'

the
process IsIs'bneIsbne' , bne ,of educatfoyeducatiop,, .,

nottiot just establishing 'systemsystem',0stemsx0stemsx, ! .
to deal with divisiondivisions ofjnoncyof money ,

,
'and'divisionsanddivisionsnd '

division of land.landlapd.lapd." ' '
'

/"

, One pf Curran'CurranCiurran's'goalsCiurransgoals'''* 'goalgoal' IIs ., to(
,

lntteaslngtyincieaslngly
-

systematizeystematlze ththe?
dealings'dealings' ofofths, lheLaw,Uvv'Uvv ' Office'Office

'
so$o

that *, it hahas 10ir( react'react' icssfess'aadfessaad'and1,'
.hisshiss,. less toto"crislstocrisls," risi situationsituations.situations ..*"'

'As'soAssoAf'anAfan' ' ' .exampleiexamplei.examples'.examplesexamples. ' the Acting
birectoDirectoc( uses the ,, casecasis that

'
rpike upu ; , most .ofof. .hit.hit.hit. his'tiailyhistiaily

.'
daily

; 'workwork'
, lo19

pia
l -44*- ' contaciCo4tact 'procet"procetproce "

dureIdures , I. i

, Jt-Jtt - V not.Lthat.notLthat.notLthatotjbat.
., we've'wevewe'vit'wevit' ''

failedtailed , to mett1neet contract yequire-yequirerequire.require-.

; mentments -In'theIn'theInthe- in ,

,'
the '-pastrp-astr'

past * i4isay Cur'CurCur.'.
1'1fUi11fUi' ran

*

, "It'It1Njuit" ' 'justjust', that J( want to6
'
' establishestabllsh , * procedureproceidutes.toproceidutesto* ,

'
,. to.to. ; meetmitt

'thernthern
' them morernoie efficientlyemcieridy'4"emcieridy4' "

,', " " '
.

' A/A/; ' , . / ; , , ."

,, BeforeBe6re'Be6re ' juinlngthoining'thooiningtho'
? BoroughBorough

,

,-inin- in September1Septembers," CUrranCurramWorkedworked
' with , Ui6the law1law fiOT.offiOToffWn-fWn -

., of MartunMartlaT

and Farrell tn'AachoraeetnAachoraeeIA 'AnohoragoJleAnohoragoJle'
,, He'1He1n'

hahas.-has.-beeiibeeii-.-'
,
beers in'in& 1

';; .Ahiafat1 1| d* for , '

yearyears.years. HeIle receivedreceived hishll : cduca--icducaitducV- '*-
' tion at GonzagaGonzap UniversityUnIversitY/{ / In ,

e Spokane.Waehingt6n.SpokaneWaehingt6n.SpokaneWaehingt6nSpokane' - .

.,
f.fWaahin
. . ; tf y..py.pyp.
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