“The North Slope. Borough
and the Alaska Eskimo Whaling

Commission have been Iun:hud'

in a struggle to stop the feder-
al povernment from

seismic tests im the Beaufort
Sea during critical bowhead
whale migration months.

The conflict began this fall
when the Borough learned that
six seismic testing ships were
operating in the Beaufort Sea
during August and Septem-
ber, & time when the bowheads
aré migrating south,

The state yielded to North
Slope pressure at that time
and revoked seismic testing
permits for Alaskan waters,
The United States Geological
Survey, on the other hand,
limited but did not stop testing
in federal waters. The US.GS.
allowed the ftesting to con-
tinue despite & National Marine
Fisheries Department “letter
of clarification”™ which warned
that those issuing fest permits
were open (o legal prosecution.

Tensions between the state
and ‘the North Slope were s
¢alating over the issue. In 2
Sept. 25 interview, A EW.L,
Executive  Divector  Matie
Adams said, “We're trying io
be reasonable, But if we are
backed aganst the wall we will
go to court and let the courts
decide this . . . it's gettifg to
that end.”

The weather defuszd the sit-

that this fall’s seismic tests
represent a violation of the
whaling agreement it signed
with the Dgpartment. of the
Commerce last

According to Adams, that
agreement calls  for all oil
explomtion activities that may
affect whale migrations w be
reporied to the AEW.C. The
National Maring Fisheries De-
partment failed to seport this
Tall's seismic testing and it was
only by accident that Borough
Science Advisor Dr. Tom
Albert first heard about it. -

Seismic  testing - involves
bouncing sound waves off the
ocean bottom' and recording
the echo in an attempt to learn
more about the ocean floor's
geological make-up, . Whales
communicdte throagh under-

. walter sounds and many fear

that the seismic testing may
interrupt whale conversations

.« . how much testing bothers the whales we don’t know,” says Dr. Albert. “But

we're worried that it may drive them off their normal migrating path. A path that

Inupiat whalers depend on.”

of actually damage the whale's
hearing. ;
“Exactly how much the
testing bothers the whales we
don’t know,” says Dr. Albert.
“But we're worrted that it may
drive them off their nomal
migrating path. A path that

Inupiat whalers depend on.”
Ray Droemenburg of the

North Slope Borough Envir-
Office.,

onmental Protection
said the federal government
had agreed not to conduct

such seismic tests during so-

called “rlosed windows" when

whales are migrating through
the area,

September should have been
1 closed window, according to
Droenenburg, and the govern
ment's actions stood in direct
contradiction o their stated

policy




