ilitﬂl ) ' hos

mnﬂuhmﬂm
of the Whales medivac? Nei-
ther, it's the research project
of the North Slope Borough's
new Science.- Admnr Dr.

Thomas Albert. -

Dr. Albent o put
togeiher & complete .'picr'uu
of bowhead v andtom

If he is successful it wou
be one of the first compre.
hensive  views of *how such

. seetving end of the

‘are scientists who

certain parts of
iy, For example,

| eye experts
live in d, 50 Louis
jana i where the bowhead
eyeballs are bound. Eventually,
all the pieces will come back
(or at least the information

abour them) .to Albert so he.

can put them. together for a

total description: of how the

howhead whale works.
Knowing more aboul bow-

‘head anatorsy may someday

help save it from human haz-
ards like oil spills, according

o tir-Adbert.

L “We negd to' know i oil
gets on @ whale, how it will
affect the whale's skin, If the

"whale breathes oil vapor, how
it will effect its lungs. If oil

gets under its eyelid, what
will happen?™
Albert's effect on the Bor-
already has been bene
ficlal, ' This fall he played an
important role in dealing with
oil explomation activity in the

- Begufort Sea that threatened

bowhead whale migrations and
violated the government's
eement with the Alaska Es-
o Whaling ‘Commission
{ﬂ"ﬂ
Albert's research into those
activities along with AEW.C.

.ongoing talks wit

legal pressure resulied in cur.

taliment of harmful Beaufort
Sea seismic ng and led to
State and
Federal concerning
such: tests. -

officials

Dr. Albert is no newcomer
to the North Slope. He worked
at the Naval Arctic Research
Laboratory in Barrow for two
years (1977-1978). It was
during this time that he firsi
began studying the bowhead
under a Bureau of Land Man-
agement contract. He then re-
turned tor two years to the

University of Maryland where

he is 4 member of the Veterin-
ary Science Department.

The North Slope Borough

has comtsacted for Albert’s

services through the university
The AEWC, will be funding
his continued bowhead whale
research.

Dr. Albert’s family has ac-
companied him dunng s
work in Bamow. His wile,
Marnie Albert, is teaching
physical education at Ipalook
Elementary School and then
children, Tom and Helen, we
attendmg Barrow High School
. Albert says they are all
happy to be back in Barrow,

L. Albert.is 8- man of greal
credibility i the eyes of
the Eskimo whaling captains
for his concém for the bow.
head and the Eskimo’s subsis-
tence whaling activities.




