AT&T seeks entry into
Alaska phone market,
appoints rural advisors

Armwnican Telephone und Tele
praph, benter known as AT&T,
wants to mitate long- distance tele
phone service to, from and within
Alaska i direct compeétition with
Alascom and GCLL

As purt of this effort, the com-
pany has appointed an advisory
hoard comprised ol representa
ives lrom all 12 ANCSA regions
to provide gindance on local con
cems.

The New York - bused company
has been involved i the Alaska
market for years under a special
relationship with Alascom dictated
by the Federnl Communications
Comeission, Under this srrange
ment, AT&T has been paymg
Alascom’s costs for completing
AT&ET calls 1o Alaska, while
Alazcom has been paying is in
teestte revenues (o AT&T, The
result has been an 380 100 nul
lion subsidy paid by AT&T i
Alnscom.

Now, AT&T teels ot can do
bietter by participating as a direact
player. II the company receives
repgulntory approval, a decision
which should be reached soon
the company plans tobegim build
ing the necessary facilities ahmost
pmmediately, says
Wilcox, ATE&T s general manager
for Alaska.

o las

Acvcording 1o one analysis,
ATET s i stare phone ratescould
he aboul four percent below
Aluscom’s current rates. Wilcox
says inaddinon tosavings, AT&T
plians 1o provide its Alaskan cus
lomers with a number of services
from 1ts patiomal menu not cur
rently avarlable o Alska

Members of AT& T s ndvisory
board inchsde: Ted Litlehield,
Metlukatly; Inek Bover, Cordova,
Alice Petnvelli, Anchorage;, David
Bluska, Aklok; PFred BElvsaas,
Seldovin, Ken Johng, CopperCen
ler; Matthew Nicolar, Anchorge;
Willred Ryan, Jr, Unalukleet,
Jonathon Solomon, Fort Yukon,
Jetl South, Kotzebue; Corn
Sokengak, Barrow, and Harvey
Samuelson, Dillingham.

Although it s sull Tooking a
AT&ET s plan Tor direct opermtions
here, the State of Alaska has been
recpetive o the company’s bid.

In comments 10 o legislutive
committee i August, John Katz,
special counsel (o the governor,
sard:  Adter carelul study, we have
concluded that vanous changes
have oceurred which make con
fimuntion of hie joimt scrvices o
rangemoent between Adascom amd
ATET not sustinable in the Tong
i



