Young seeks money for lost
Aleut church properties

Congressman Don Young has
introduced legislation to compen-
sote the Aleut people of Alaska for
church property which was lost,
dumaged or destroyed during in-
lerments during World War 1.

"Many Americans are aware
of the sad chapter in U.S. history
during World War Il when Japa-

nese-American were stripped of

their property and interned for the
duration of the war,” Young said,
“Few Amencans, however, ure
awiare thut the Aleut people of the
Aleutian chain in Alaska were
siumilarly treated.

“Upon their return home, the
survivors found their homes and
butldings destroyed, and their

Russian Orthodox churches
burned to the ground. Their sa-
cred icons had been destroyed,
lost or stolen.”

Young suid Congress approved
legislationin 1988 1o partially com
pensate Japancse-Amernicans and
Aleuts for damages cavsed by the
interment. The Secretury of Inte
nor subsequently conducted i re
port which determmned the cost ol
replacing lost or destroyed church
property 1o be $4.7 million.

"Althoupgh Congress autho
rzed 1.4 onllionin the 1988 Act,
the study imdicates the actual losses
1o be signihicantly more and this
legislation represents the new fig
wre,” sand Young.



