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Native artisans honored

America’s Living Folk Tradi-
tirms, an exhibition featuring the
work of recipients of the nation’s
haghest award for folk arts, opened
atthe Anchorage Museum of His-
lory and Art October 3 and con-
linues on view through Novem
ber 28, 1991,

Theexhibition, which appears
in Anchorage in celebration of
1993 being the year of American
Craft, honors the achievements
of National Heritage fellows rec-
ognized by the Folk Art Program
of the Nationnl Endowment for
the Arts, including Alaska Na-
tive artists Paul Tiulana, King
Island  Inupiaq Eskimo
maskmuoker/dancer/singer, 1984,
the late Jenny Thlunaut, Tlingit
Chilkat Blanket Weaver, 1986;

Ester  Littlefield, Tlingit
beadworker/basketmaker of Sitka,
1991; Belle Deacon, Athabaskan
birch bark and willow rooi
basketmaker from Grayling, 1992;
and Yup'ik carver Nick Charles
of Bethel, who was honored as a
1993 award recipient.

The National Heritage Fellow-
ships, first awarded in 1982, were
conceived Lo pay tribule 10 exem-
plary practitioners of traditional
folk arts. They are given annually
to several of the nation's most
distinguished traditional artists,
who practice within a wide vari
ety of visual and performing art
traditions. While each honoree is
o master craftsperson, the award
is meant to honor not only the
quality of an artist's work, but his

or her dedication to practicing,
continuing, and furthering a par
ticular artistic tradition.

Nominated by their peers, eli
gible artists must be actively par-
ticipting n their ant form and
demonstrate authenticity, excel-
lence, and worthiness of national
recognition. The awards take the
form of one-time-only grants of
$5,000 each, presented during
annual ceremonies in Washing
ton, D.C,

America’s Living Folk Tradi
tions is funded by the Folk Ars
Program of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, a federal
Agency; the Museum of New
Mexico Foundation; and the In-
ternational Folk Foundation.

Aid for Native languages

Saying that there is no time to
Alaskn  Sen.  Frank
Murkowski has scoured support
for funding to implement the Na
tive Amencan Languape Act
Murkowski in 1991 was the
arginil sponsor ol the act o pro
vide lederal grants to help preserve
and teach Native languages 1o new
speakers before the languages are
lost Trom disuse. The Wl will Tund

lose,

MNative cullure centers, programs
o research, codify md 1each Na
Iliw.' languages and soppont public
commumcation effons
“Alasko’s mdigenous lan
puages Face a critical tme, Oul ol
the 20 arigmnl Native hinguapes
sproken i Adaska, only two, Silw

ran Yupik and Central Yupik,
continue to be spoken by children,
The other I8 Alaska Nutive lan-
puages face extinction early in the
next century, The Native Ameri-
can Languages Act can help o
enhanee and preserve many of
these lnnguages. But time is run
ning oul.,

"It 15 vital that the bill go mto
ehiectsoon. We can’t walt anoll
year, sind Murkowski, whonoted
that just this past year one of the
two living elders who speak Lyak,
the Native languoage in the Copper
Kaver Valley, dhed — cotming the
chancesinhalfor suceesstul pres
corvattionelbons Forone ol Alaska's
IR Bngruages



