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Artists creating bentwood art tmr-_wm are, from lefi, Glenda Lindley of Juneau, Fred Anderson of Noknek and Kathleen
Carlo, James Grant and Lisa Rogers, all of Fairbanks. The artists gathered fur a symposium last year, and the works
are now on display in Fairbanks in an exhibition called "Bending Tradition, " More photos, pages tencand eleven,

Fairbanks, Yakutsk host exchange

by Holly F. Reimer
T eimalria 1 hnes  Fapeotod

I'he Fairbanks North Star Borough's
Sister Cities Exchange program
recently concluded an exhange with its
sister ity in the Soviet Linion, and of
ficials say it was the biggest exchange
ever

On Aug. 13 a growp of 37 people
from the Furbanks area traveled to
Yokutsk, Fairbanks® sister city in the

Soviet Far East

Al the siame (ime, Farrbanks hoested
47 people from the Yakutsk Region
and they returned o the Soviel Union
Aug. 21

"The exchunges are people (o peo
ple,”" wid Rose Cade, lmison between
the wsister city program  and the
borougth

She smid the borough sister cities
program s an internalional exchange

with “tsisters”™ in Japan, Triwan aml
one wilth a ety in Giermuny Wit s il
being discussed

While the Yakutsk delegution wis
in Fairbanks o memorandum o
uniderstandig was signed between the
sinfe of Alaska and the Supreme Sovict
Ynkutian Repubbic. The memorindum
consists of cultural, economic and

eonlinigl an page aght
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medival cooperition between the two
reions. This became effective Aug
),

Hermice M. Joseph, & 26-yeur wld
Athabascan Koyukon Indian born in
Muluio who truveled 1o Y akutsk, sad
the people shé met seemed like old
{riends,

The might on the beach with the
bonfire going, the games we played,
the songs we sang and the commuomo
wem - beoat by a translator, by sign
Language o by o combination ol
evervihing wiis ust overwhelm
e, Jospeh wrole i an article sab
mnited o the Fandri Ty

“The people were s wiarind, so
cirious as o the type of e we lived
and so attlenuve 0 our needs: There
il 1o e g apecial bBoding that
cvening, " she continued

Josepht gt special recognimion while
i the Sovaer Uniom She won Miss
Vet Kiver in a beaoty contest. Ac
tuably the fest ““lotermationil Miss
Lema Biver ™

The o went ou o foue day conse
v the Lenie River. Joseph said they
wisted u cultoed camp, which was
oty under construction and an
vutdeor museum. They saw huge rock
Pormmations, amd they also dad a Tl
hiking

‘-.Iu sabid the Yakutiwn people have
erval respect for the fiver 1's part of
et culture and Jegands,

“Thes large nver has so much
v g o the Yakotam people. They
il ot speak o i loudly ., but reterred
t 40 as, our sisler,” o Caur
Prothier. " she explomed

could have been becouse the program
didin't advertise extensively enough,
andd the word just didnt gt around m
tine

Pemuentief ] sdined ot of the beasons
Wh:y' [ru‘ul'l':l OEameers 'l'l'illl"."-l.'l TG
Alaski Matives o go wis. bedauw
abwoiut BO percent ol the population i
Yukuisk s Native

Another Albsko Native travelor o
Yakutsk was Athabascan  Indian
Miranda Wright, who wis born i the
Nulator area. She was one ol the
visitors who b i host hoose in which
foy Sty

‘As | de-p

laned, | was shocked to

hear someone caﬂ!ng my name.

to greet me was a stranger shoving
a bouquet of flowers into my arms and

taking charge of carry-on luggage.’

Althouigh a large percentage of the
Sowviets who camie o Furbanks were
Matve, omly o handiul of the Alaskans
who traveled over there were Native

Futrhanks Native Association wis
askeil by the sister ety progrum (o help
pel Mabive partioipation on the (op

Sam Demventietl, executive direc-
to b FNAL said he sent o memoran:
duim o the board of directors aml o
ENA employees, bt only three
Natives from the Farbanks area went
amd one Native Trom Southeast

The trip comt o totad of 31,5000 for
cich triuveler, which Dementiclf said
win actually reasonable: considerning
the stuy was eight mghts and nine
iy That price included everything

He sand the lack of Native presence

_ —Miranda Wright

Wright explained even though the
plane landed at 3 wom,, the proup
which welcomed the Alaskans was
overwhelming.

“As we deopluned, each Alaskan
delegate wus presented with a fresh
bouguet of flowers. Ln addition to the
mayor of Yakuisk, there was o delega-
tion of local Natives in  then
ceremoninl attire Lﬂ.l'l"ylllﬂ thei tradi-
nonal welcomimg loat of bread along
with severnl interpreters,”” she wrole
i an article about her experlences

“As | de-planed, | way shocked 1o
hear someone calling my name. Here
W greet mie wis o stranger shoving n
houguet of Dowers into my army and
tiking charge of carry-on lugguge. As

Aluskin delegates boarded a bux for
the hotel, | was pulled and urged 1o
wecompany  this stranger and  her
young male companion into n wiailing
var,”” Wright explained.

She sad the thought of the Cold
War and Siberman salt mines raced
through her head, amd she wasn't sune
why she should go with the two
incdividunds

“1 could not comprehemnd leaving
the secretary of our group i the mad:
die of the night with two complete
"qll'il!'lglf.l"!'l-.

“As our luggage was unloaded, |
hoctisd our interpreter who explained
that | was selected for o homestay with
Svetlann ‘Svelie’ Popova, the stranger
who was callmg my navme

“With this bt of informution, |
bravely accompaniod my hostess amd
her daver into the waiting car,”* she
explaned.

Adter the tepson setthed and they ar
nved at Svetlana’s home, Wrght took
u shower while Svetluna prepared a
full course mend. Wnght wis surprised
that & total stranger would go so for
out of her way o comfort her at such
an inconvenient time of day

Wright said people were matched to
stay with o host by sge, ocoupation,
OF COTUTion. interests.

“We ace both 50 excied that our
conversations sre goimng non-stop, by
5 a.m. we both decide that we must
pet some sleep il we are e meet the
l.ll.li.-gﬁliﬂll by W am"’

1



