Gwich’in renew
no compromise
vow on ANWR

Viowang oo compeomnse in their op
prosation bl deselopment in the Are
tre Mwotsomal Waldlife Refuge, Gwich m
Iradian eldders and Teaders, mecting in
Arctiy Village recently, expressed
cibrope ol whl they termed the don
pinoed efforts of the ol mdusiry 1o
destroy therr volture for prodin

Uhe posation: ceallimms the stamd
wken 1w years ago when  the
Ciwach i beld the Dest full gothering
of therr people memore than HKE years

At the secomd pathering i e diays
ol meetings, the Ciwich'in Athubuscan
Inchiany oF Northeastern Aluska and
Northwestern Canado repewed their
caotimitaenn (o protecting the cirituon
citlving  and  nursery  grounds o
ANWR Trom ol developimen

Several speakers noted the growing
nppersition o ANWR develogiment i
Adwska and peross the Unined Stites
and urged the people md 1o be
disconmaeel by pegalive  press in
Aliska

F ey cvtedd stronge amty-devieloginem
wesidutions by Tamana Chicls Con
ference i March ood by Tndigenous
Survivil International at a meeting in
Anchorge this sunmmer,

Over 350 Gwich'in people, e
cluding chieks, elders and children,
pathered m Arctic Village to celebrale
thetr culture and address the problems
thut (ace their communities, especiad-
ly preservation of their lunguage, pro-
tection of the Porcupine Caribou Herd
and leohol abvse

The Gwich'm are the northernmaos
Indian nation in North America. The
people live in about 15 small villages
amd towns seattered  across North-
vastern Alaskn amd Northwestern
Canida

According 10 a Gwich'in press
refense:

“We are canbou people and are
among the most  traditional  and
threareped Indian cultures today .

“Our communities are extremely
dependent on curibou o meet they
mutritional  necds.  Besides  Tood,
cariboy 8 used Ffor winter mukiuks,
slippers, purses, Native dress. tools
and rany other things,

“Canbou play a central role in our
beliefs and understanding about the
world. It's i our sopgs, dances and
stortes we tell our chaldren, Tt binds
village to village and one generution
10 another.™



