Statewide unemployment
drops 1.2 percent in July

Adaski's stalewide unemployiment
rate continues 0 fall, droppmg 1.2
percemt o July, sceorhing 10 the
Adnshi Diepartment of Labaor

July’s 5.3 percent rate meant 2,40
fewer Adnskans were without waork
when compared 1o June. Bran Rac,
an ecomnnist with the Labor Depart.
msend, s the July e was only four
tenths of & percentuge pnt above las
July s when oil sqnl'!f cleanup employ-
et helped the state post new record
low unemployiment rales,

Rates throughowt 19K have been
well belivw histomeal levels, acoording
o the department. Last year's low
unermiploymett riutes seeimed i natural
consequence of the eleanup efforts, bul
the 1990 mates have surpriscd many
SOOI ELs

“Many thought 1990 would be o
lackluster year, where employment
pains hrought about by o strengthen
g economy would only replice oil
spill jobis, ™" Rae sald. “"What we are
RECINE 18 N eConomy growing mone
rapidly than we ot Dirst thought. ™

Although the stane’s wage and salary
employment kevels are higher than last
year, not all industries have been al
fected equally. The transportation,
commimcations and urilites industries

shivwed job losses for the vear, is ths
wis where the mmpory of ol spll
cleanup workers were counted.

The tade and services indusinies
added the nwst cinployees, but both
mening and construction have shown
hrper percentupge gans for the vear

Most seasomal employment gains
alrendy had occurred im Alnska by Ju
Iy, bt one industcy posted unusially
heavy seasonal employment gaims
The bt dry weather in Alasku's In
terdor regoon has cased one of the
warst (ire seasons in 30 years, which
has brovght out ome of the Lrgest fire
fighting contingonts m years,

These Direfighters more than offses
normal declines in state governmeam
which occur when the Umversity of
Aluska reduces stalTing for the sum:
mer season, according to the
department

The highest unemployment rates in
Aluska o July were the Nomthwes
Arctic Borough m 13.9 perocent, com:
pered to 6.6 percent for June, and the
MatSu Hnrr.mfh with 10,1 percent,
compared o 124 percent lor June

The July 1989 rate lor the Northe
west Arctic Borough was 9.8 percem
and for the MaotSu Borough, 9.6
percent



