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Native remains are sacred

Reporter Jefrey R. Richardson hus written an important stoty for
us this week concerning the ancient burial cave which came to light
in the Aleutins this sumimer.

Richurdson points out thut the cave may seem like a new and ex-
citing discovery. In fact, it s o many non-Natives. To the Aleuts,
hovwever, the ““discovery ' is something that has been known 1o the
Aldeut elders. They were nol anxious (o have outsiders made aware
al 1y existence, however, according 1o our Story.

As we've stressed before in the past, Alaska Native bunial sites
are every bit as sacred as any non-Native cemetery . Ruther than be-
g treated as curosities, these sues should be accorded respect. It
s the policy of this newspaper o hght for strong protections (or
Alaska Native burial siles.

We're pleased that in this sitwation, it is The Aleut Corp. that 1y
in charge of making decisions, The U_S. Fish and Wildlife Service
is complying with the corporation’s wishes, We're also pleased tha
plans call Tor reburying bones that have been uncovered.

[t owill be quite difficult to keep this site a secret, but we hope
that can be aecomplished. Looting must not be allowed under any
cireumsiances.

As Alaska s developed further and as more arcas are explored,
we can only assume that more sacred sites will be found. Alasks
Nautive remaims must be accorded wll due respect by whoever finds
them. Thas s not something thin s negotiable. 10 must be reguired
in il cases.

Miss Lenn River

We otter our congratulations to Bermice M. Joseph of Nulato, who

recently won i beauty contest in the Soviet Union, She was named
“Internationil Miss Lens River™ while she was in Yakutsk, visiting

with w group of Alaskans.

s incredible 1w realize that anly o few short years ago, Soviel
people were “encmies” (o be feared. Today, Alaska Natives are
finally able to renew culturl — and even in some cases lamily —
bes with our neghbors in the Soviet Union.

We belleve the Yakutiun peaple chose well when they named
Joseph o represent the river that they call “'our sister™ or “our
brother




