Rock used a typewriter, not a war club
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NOATAK or GG years,
Alaska Nutives hud settled their ter
ritorial conflivts on the feld of baile,
A methind that worked unnd the com
g of the wiate man

Trwdhoorally, the survival of Natve
bands depended on strong leadership,
Barly Native leadecs, soch as Thngn
Chiel Kathion, led on the fiekd of hu
e, while modern ledens, such as In
upiag Eskmo Howand Rock. led i the
battlefield ol politics

When Russan fur huoters coame 1o
Alaska in the mud- 1 700%, they necded
land lor their Torts and trading posts
European law granted them the right
v take whiit they wanted with oo
regard for Native people  Chiel
Kathan, o Thagit warrior in Soitheast
Alnska, redused 1o yield o the greates
might of the Russians

Kathian fought his engnnes face-to
tnce, as his ancestors had done. Chiet
Kathan was one of the last Alasks
Mative warriors 10 defeod his land on
thie tradional Dekd of bake. As it hap
pened, the Russian myaders wiere osy
porwaettul and oo many . Chiel Katlun
wis roufed

For more than | 50 years, loreign in
viders, first  Russaans  and  then
Americans, exploited the wealth ol
Alaska woth ke regard for s Nutive
people. who were  decimated by
disease, alecobol and other things n
troduced By the white invaders. Scat-
tered Native populutions hod no power
over Dutswde people who made the
laws 1o it ther own necds

Unlbike Chiel  Katlaan,  Toupuag
Eskimo Howard Hock was of First
reluctunt Jeader. He had left Poim
Hope, his Native village in Northwest
Aluska, ot an carly age amd spent iost

Hiward Rock s from Poin Hope

ol s lifie w the white man’s world
In fet, Rock spent so muoch of his
life away thit he had bost the use of
his Niative longuage and many fellow
villagers barely  regurded am s
Eskumno
When Rock retumed to Poimt Hope

ay o muddle-nged man i the carly
1960, the LIS, government wis plan
miee i band-peab that could have wiped
out his people. The Atomie Energy
Commussion s scheme, called Pryect
Chareant, planned o detonate an atomic
bounb ar Cape Thompson near Pon
Hope Inupast survival now deépended
on making informed decisions and no
longer just on hunting and other sur
wivitl skills of the Far North

Hy this time in Alaska history . com
mumicaton and polibics hod become
more powerful weapons than guns
Adthowgh be used o typewriter instesd
of o war ¢lub, Howard Rock was as
certmmly a warrior as Chief Kotlinn

Hy the early 190k, scatterad proups
ol Alaska  Natives  become e

o ginized aboul addressing the issue
o thew atwrighnl Lind nghts. Westem
education and sccultvration hsd ol
lorded young Manve leaders the ability
to fight i the white man's areng o
pohinics, the law i the miedin

The Tumdra Fmex, a0 weekly
newspaper started by Howard Rock in
1962, wired Aluska Native issues
throughout  the stute and in
Washington, D.C. The Tumdra Times
avied s @ umifying force for scatered
MNitive groups. By 1966, the Aluska
Federation of Natives vomsolidated
munerous regongd  groups o b
statewide Jorce

o the 196k, coval righta issues had
ecome a popular polincal  couse
throughow America. Since stutehood
i 1959, Alaska lamid titles were be
g conveyed without regard  for
Nutive nights

When LS. Secretary of the Interjom
Stewart Udall lewmed of  Aluska
Nutives” situation, he rallied w then
detense by implementing o kind freese
i Alaskn. No more public Land would
be conveyed until Nitive cliims were
settled, Udall ruled

As b result, wll parties concerned
wanted n last setthernent to Native Lol
issues. The state of Aliska wanted n
tle to the 103 million geres that the
lederal government had  granted
Alaska ur sratehood

(hl compames were anxious o
develop North  Sloge  petroleum
reserves after huge ol deposits were
discovered at Prudhoe Bay in 1968

Environmentalists saw  an un
precedented  opportunity  Tor
wilderness areas 10 be preserved. The
federal government wanted 0 reduce
dependence (n loreign ol

Addskil Natives wantted Dele o their
tand as well i compensanon for lands
altendy waken by outsiders A com:
promise. in the Torm of the Alosku
Malive Chiaima Settlement Act,  wis
passed by the U S, Congress i 1971

When ANCSA way signed aio law,
mest Nutive iy agreed 1w the
terins of the selthement. Onlby the Arc
L Slope Native Assocuition rofused
By aamipr e an ks lann dor the ¢n-
e North Stope

The pussing of ANCSA was il the
) seduton o Notive land problems
The 1991 wnendments i s historig
al were drmbbed 1o soilve donnie of the
o] Taulis, but they were nol the
ultnmate panswer

Alpska Natives continue their bat
e tor lnmd i the T9RRs, Todiay, e
thian ever;, st g feade hhqp i nicvadicd
he onstanght by ouiside inleresis
brought against Natives tinday are
e powertul than the cannons thal
potnded Cluel Kutlan

Chaly throagh o strong wmined Drom
will Natives be able t0 win the next
battle a0 thear conimuimng wir o piro
bect thert cultural heritoye

Uhe stakoes onlany are as ph as when
Chigt Kathan fought the Kussians. In
the balaniee hes the cultural survival
ol Adoska MNativies, diverse gronp of
Peoile whioowere ongmil guandians of
this gredat Tamd
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