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Nuclear Blasts . . .
( CCntlnu.dCantinuadntlnu.dntlnud. from Pogo 1)1))

had been sent to the PresidentPresident-
ofof the UnitedUmted States , Alaska'sAlaskasAlaskaAlaska's-
congreesional

' aa-
congreeslOnaicongressionalcongreeslOnaicongreesional delegationdeleglll.lonBJAdelegllllonBJAdelegationBIAdeleglll.lonBJA-

CommiSSIoner
delegationBIA-

Commissioner

. , BIA

Commissioner Bennett , and8I1d8I1-
dthe

and-

thethe chairman of the AtomicAtomiC-

EJ1ergy
Atomic-

EnergyEnergyEJ1ergy Commission .

NichollslcholJs saidswd that the inIn-InIn-

dicated
in-

dicated
¬-

dicated testingtestmg area IBisI in oneone-
of

one-
ofof the prime hunting areasaress ofof-
the

of-
thethe Eskimo neoplJ'eoplJeopl' e . The areaarea-
IS

area-
isis also under a bbnketbkmketblanket claimcl81mcl81m-
by

claim-
byby the Arctic Slope Native AsAs-AsAs-

sociation
¬.-

sociationsoclatlon .

The ASNA directordlrecwr saidsaui ,
'TheThe"The"'" AEC pointspomts out theythey-

won't
they-

won'twon'twont' test inm aIi wildlife range,
and8I1d we feel people shouldahould gegel-

Justjust as much considerationconsller( ation. "
"WeWe"Weil" will\\\ilil\ fight this proposalproposal-

with
proposal-

withwith every legal meansmesns, bebe-be-be-
cause

be-

cause
¬-

cause arbitrary action by govgov-gov-
ernment

gov-
ernment

¬-

ernment where the publicpubhc isIS-
ooncerned

is-
ouncernedconcernedooncernedouncernedooncernedISouncernedisis not one of thethe-
princIpals

the-
principalsprincipals embodied inm the concon-
stitution

con-
stitutionstitution ,,"" Nicholls stated .

"SuchSuch" 1ch& actions are not to behebe-
condoned

he-
condonedcondonedcondonedoror toleratedtoleratedunlessunlessunless-
we

unless-
wewe propose to forego allaI I suchsuch-
nghts

such-
rightsrightsnghts to our own default , "
Nicholls stated .

News of their plans for aa-
IleW

a-
newIleWnew underground testing lo-lolo-
cated

lo-
cated

-
catedcatedInin Alaska was finally

. released by the Atomic EnergyEnergy-
Commission

lergylergy-
CommissIonCommission ( AEC ) last weekweek-

after
week-

afterafter being pressed by thethe-
Anchorage

the-
AnchorageAnchorage Times .

The news broke a Little overover-
two

over-
twotwo months after efforts by

Fairbanks ' Jessen'sJessens' WeeklyWeekly-
toto smoke out the AEC spokesspokes-spokes-
msn

spokes-
man

-¬-

manmsn last weekweekslweeksaidsaidsl d testingtestmgtestmg8-
I1d

testing-
andand8I1d drilling crewscrews,, were alal-alal-
ready

al-
ready

¬-
ready at work on AmchitkaAmchltkaAmchltka-
Isl8l1d

Amchitka-
IslandIslandIsl8l1d inm the Aleutians to dede-det-
ermine

de-
termine

-¬-

termine if the islandIsl8l1dIsl8l1dwasislandwaswaswas-
sUItable

was-
suitablesuitable for tests .

AmchitkaAmchltkllAmchitkp was the site of anan-
RO80RO kiloton underground atomicatomlatomic-
detonation

cc-
detonationdetonation inI. October ,. 19651qj5( ,
and at that time Defense DeDe-De-De-
partment

De-
partment

¬-

partment officials emphasizedemph8Bizedemph8Bized-
that

emphasized-
thatthat there would bebeonlyonly oneone-
nuclear

one-
nuclearnuclear blast there and nono-

more

no-

moremore .
I An AEC spokesman saidllaidllaid-
they

said-
they

:
they were seekingseekmg test sitesite-
locatIOns

site-
locationslocations with suitablelIuitable: geogeo-geol-
ogy

geol-
ogy

--¬

logy , where certain teststellts: cancan-
be

can-
bebe conducted with a minimummiDlmummiDlmum-

of
minimum-

ofof local disturbancedi sturbance..
If Amchitka is not foundfound-

sUitable
found-

suitablesuitable for the testing propro-propro-
gran

pro-
grant

--¬

gramgrangrant, the AEC will then invesmves-mvesinves-mvest-
Jgate

inves-
tigate

-¬-

tigatetJgate othothrotluotlurottwr> r areas of far northnorth-north-
ern

north-
ern

-¬-
ern Alaska,, specifically manymany-
nules

many-
milesmilesnules easteRst of Pt-PtPIPtLayPt.-. Lay . In thisthidthl If" '

connectionn o , the AEC stressedstressed-
that

eAtAttthat the federalfeder4ld 11-AtArctict WildWild-Wild-
life

¬-
lifebfe Range would be excludedexcluded-
fiom

excluded-
fromfromfiom this survey .

However , Sen . Ernest Gruen-Gruen-Gruenl-
Ogs

Gruen-
ings

-
ingslOgs comments indicated thethe-
plans

the-
plansplans of the AEC might be aa-
little

a-
littlelittle more extensive . He toldtold-
the

told-
thethe Anchorage Times testingwstingwsting-
Wuld

testing-
wouldwould\WuldWuld\ start inm Alaska in var-varvat--vatvar-

WUB

vatt-
eUB

var-

ious
--

WUBteUBious placespi aces , includingltIei uding AmAm-AmAin-Ain-¬-

chitkachltka andwId some stillstillundeslgundesig-undesigundeslg-undeslgundesig-
nated

undeslg-
nated

undesig-
nated

---

nated places in the far north-northnorth-

probably

northp-
robably

north-

probably
--

probably some place inm thethe-
Brooks

the-
BrooksBrooks Range .

The Atomic Energy CommisCommlll-CommlllCommis-Commlll-
slon

Commis-
sion

-¬-

sionslon and the idea of atomicatomic-
testing

atomic-
testingtesting are not new inm farforfar-
northwest

for-
northwestnorthwest Alaska and to thethe-
EskImo

the-
EskimoEskimo people . In 1953)595919591<) thethe-
AEC

the-
AECAEC planned "ProjectProject" Char-CharChili-ChiliChar-
iet

Chili-
iet

Char-
iot '--
ietiot ," which proposed blastblast-blblast-
ing

ast-astasti-
ng

--¬
ing a harbor at Cape ThompsonThompson-
notnot far from PtPtPL.. Hope .

The project generated suchsuch-
controversey

such-
controverseycontroversey and oppositionoPPOsItionC-

Iom
oppositionf-

romfromCIom conservationistsconservalionists , biobio-biol-
ogist's

biol-
ogist's

-¬

logistslogist's'' , andatd the EskimoEskImo-
people

Eskimo-
peoplepeople of the northwest thatthat-
"Project

that-
"Project"ProjectProject" Chariot" wasW8B dede-
ferred

de-
faredfaredferred .

As a resultresultofof RussianRussian-
atomIc

Russian-
atomicatomic tests the radiationradiation-
level

radiation-
levellevellevelItIlevelininItI the Arctic isIII alreadyalready-
high

already-
highhigh , and the radiationrarnatlon countcount-
Inin the Eskimo people is thethe-
lughest

the-
highesthighestlughest inIII the nationnabon . In 19631003 ,.

Sen.1Sen1SenSon .:' E.UEUE.LEL... ( RobBob ) Bartlett bebe-be-be-
came

be-
came

¬-

came concernedconcernedwithwith the probprob-.-prob-
lem

probl-
em

¬-

lem and pushed for specialSpecIal-

studies
special-

studiesstudies and steps concerningconcermngconcermng-
the

concerning-
thethe problemproblmprobl m .

At that time Bartlett saidsaId-
that

said-
thatthat the facts seemeds.eemed. clearclear-
WId

clear-
andandWId irrefutable that the Eski-EskiEskl-EsklEski-
mod

Eskl-
moll

Eski-
mos

-

modmollmos andIlI1d Indians arelI'elIe' receivingrecelvmgrecelvmg-
severo

receiving-
severalseveralsevero! times more stronttum-stronttumstrontium-strontiumstronttum-
90

strontium1-
)0

strontium-
90

--
901)010) andandcesluml37andcesiumi37cesium-137cesium137ceslum-l37cesluml37cesium-i37i37cesluml37mto--- intomto their

systems than are AmericanAmerICa-
ncitizens

America-
ncitizenscitizens ofofmoremore temperatetemperate-
chmates

temperate-
climatesclimateschmates ..

In September of 1963)63631 <) thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople at Anaktuvuk/ naktuvuk PassPass-
were

Pass-
werewere found to have one of thethe-
highest

the-
highesthighest average levels due toto-
theu

to-
theirtheirtheu almost exclusive diet onon-
lichen

on-
lichenlichen eating caribou..

The Eskimo peoples concernconcern-
and

concern-
andand awareness of the meaningmeaning-
ofof atomic testatests andandradiandradiationradiationradiradiation-
were

alienalien-
werewere expressenpressi!) d by SimonSimon-
Paneuk

Simon-
PaneakPaneakPaneuk , President of thetha An-An-An-

aktuvak
An-

aktuvuk
An-

aktuvak

--

aktuvakaktuvukaktuvakvillagevillageviII age council :

"OurOur" people are worriedworned aboutabout-
radiation

about-
radiationradiation . If the radiation getsgets-
higher

gets-
higherhigher , we don'tdont' knowknuw what wewe-
are

we-
areare going to do ."

The problem withwithradiationradiationradiation-
inin the ArcticArcti c centers in thethe-
unllile

the-
undueunliveunllileundue food chainchain-lichencarlchainlichencarlchain-lichencarilichencarichainlichencarlb-
ou

chainlichencarib-
ou

--lichen.canlichencan.,
bou ,. peoplepooplepoopl e...

Unlike most plants lichenlichen-
takes

lichen-
takestakes its water andWIdWIdnutrIentsandnutrientsnutrientsnutrIents-
from

nutrientsf-
romfrom the atmosphere , and thusthus-
absorbs

thus-
absorbsabsorbs fallout materialsmatenahmaten 8 B andand-
has

and-
hashas proven to beIX' heavilyheavtl v concon-con-
taminate

con-
taminate

¬-

taminatetaminate\\, .
taminateThe

The Eskimo and IndianIndian-
eaple

Indian-
peopleeaplepeople, depend le avily on carisaricari-
bou

sari-
boubou for their food , andandininIII manymany-
areas

many-
areasareas the marrow of the bonehonehone-

If
bone-

isreIfis! considered a delicacy . RaRa-Ra-
diation

Ra-
diation

-¬-

diation levels are more heavheav-heav-
ily

heav-
ily

¬-
ily absorbedabsorbedInin the marrowmanow andand-
are

and-
areare passedpassedonon to the peoplepooplepoopl e..

Biological studies surroundsurround-surround-
ing

surround-
ing

-¬-
ing "ProjectProject" Chariot "" alsoalso-
created

also-
createdcreated controversey , includmctud-mctudinclud-mctud-
mg

includ-
mg

-¬-

ingmg the firing ofofneone'JnlJnl-nene'-) ' scientistSCIl'1tlStSCIl1tlStSCIl'1tlSt-
who

scientist-
who 'who maintainedmwntained that there waswas-
a

was-
aa danger from radiation fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe atomic tests inI the ArcticArctic-
onon the food chain.

Dr . WilliamWilliwn A-AAPruittA -. Pruitt Jr . ,

whowit! conducted studiesatudies for thethe-
University

the-
UniversityUniversity of Alaska under anan-
AEC

an-
AECAEC grant., charged that hishis-
work

his-
workwork was alteredaI tered and was latI[ atratr-
er

at,¬
er dismissed from&omom& the UnivUniv-Univ-
ersity

Univ-
ersity

-¬-
ersity .

Project ChariotO1ariot was laterlater-
discarded

later-
discardeddiscarded andllld in 196311)631163) the landIland-
withdrawal

andand-
withdrawalwithdrawal wasVIM dropped inmm-
the

in-
thethe Cape ThompsonThompllOn: area..

The mainmam concern over thethe-
proposed

the-
proposedproposed underground shotsshots-
ISis with "ventingventing" " of thethe-
blaJts

the-
bleatsbleatsblaJts.: to the surface . It isIS-
known

is-
knownknown that inIII Nevada thatthat-
breuks

that-
breaksbreaksbreuks through to the ,. surfacesurface-
frequently

surface-
frequentlyfrequently release radiation .

The question remainsremalllS as toto-
how

to-
howhow senousSeriOUS the threatthreatQuidwould\\QuidQuidQuid-
be

would-

be \be in an area which alreadyalready-
has

already-
hashas radiation problems affectafi'ect-afi'ectafiectaffect-afi'ect-
mg

affect-
ing ' --¬

ingmg humans ?
FloreFiore LekunofLekanof ,, ChairmanChwnnan ofof-

tJJe
of-

thethetJJe Federation of Native AsAs-AsAs-
soclabons

As-
sociations

-¬-

sociationssoclabons , told the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes thattI.attIat. allwI possible inforinfoinfo-info-
oration

,.-¬
mationoration concerningconcenling AGCAEC plansplansC-

pHtlnu.cf
plans-

C.tlnuod
plansC-

ontinuedC.tlnuodCtlnuod((CpHtlnu.cfCpHtlnucfContinuedContinuedan. . onan PagPoPage, *. 6)6)



Nuclear BlastsBlastsCo-

et.mdConnuod(( Coet.mdCoetmd., . fI.mIm, ,.m Pogo 4)44)-

should

4)-

should

)

should be furnishedfunllsht-funllshtfunllshtd-d> to theththe-
FNA

.
FNA1'1'1111'' Aboardboard .

"WeWe" should be given allallininin-inin-
formation

' 1)-1)11-
)formutlOn

) ¬-

formationformutlOn onOil AmchitkaAmchllkn,, thethe-
effl'ets

the-
effectseffectseffl'etsefflets' of thetill' lastlust blastblust , andMdMd-
a

and-
alsoalsoa! BO frequencyfreqLJl'1lcyfreqLJl1lcy' ofoflelll1ng"ventingventing" \lelll1nglelll1ng\ ""

at the NevadaNl'vllduNlvlldu' testtBt(, site .
."" heleehe-

qUill
lee-

saidsaidqUill.. "WhatWhat"WhntWhnt" we neednl'lnll' ><1 right nownow-
I

now-

is
.

isI informationInforl11utlon . "
LekanofL.kwlOfLkwlOfLekmiof. indicatedIIllhl'UtlIIllhlUtl' > d) thutthat thethlthe-

proposed 'proposedpropospd testingtestlflg would beINbe-
brought

'
brought up litatart theth. comingl'OmlliglOmlligcromiiig' meetnwet ¬.

inglfIgerg of theth . association'sassociationsassountion'sassountionsa HouutlI()) '. boardbO'lI'dbOlId'' ,
midIllulrand thutIhutthat theythl'vthlv' would probablyprdJUblvprovablyprdJUblv-

rl'ljU'Bt

provably-

requestrequestrl'ljU'BtrlljUBt' "' cooperationlooperntlOn from thetillthe-
AEC 'AEC' for acurateocurute informationIIIfor01utlOn .

HeIIIlie' also pointedpOllltedpOllltedoutpointedoutout thatthut auu-
good

a-
goodgood dealdealofof all possiblepoSHI b1! ' testtPHttPHt-

Rites
test-

sitessitesRites are tiedtiedupup inIII nativenntlnative-
claims

VI'claimsclmms andUlld thatthut the AECAECmuyAECmaymaymuymuy-
huve

may-
havehavehuve to dealdealwithwith the nativenutlvenutlve-
peopl

native-
peoplepeoplepeopl e . The chairmanchl1\rmwlchl1rmwl\ alsoalalso-
pointed

soso-
polfltedpointedpolfltedpolfltedout) out the especiallye> peclally hazhaz-
aroous

haz-
ardousardousaroous situationsltuntlon inI radiationradIatIOn-
high

radiation-
highhigh Arctic regionsr'glonsrglons(' .

In JuncauJuneau , Gov . Walter J .
Hickel told the Tundra TimesTimes-
he

Times-
hehe hadhud beenbeell briefedbnefedbnefedabobriefedaboutaboutabo ut thethe-
project

the-
projectproject some 10 daysdllys before .
"II" thinkthlllk inIII the event thethe-
Atomic

the-
AtomicAtomic Energy CommissionCommissIOn-
decided

Commission-
decideddecided to use AmchitkaAmchltkaAmchltka-
Islnnd

Amchitka-
IslandIslandIslnnd we should go alonglIonglIong-
wllh

along-
with

!

withwllh the project ," HickelIlIckelHeckelIlIckel-
s8ld

Heckel-
saidsaids8ld . "ItIt" willW1\1W11W11notwillnot\ not endangerendanger-
nnv

endanger-
anymynnvany area of Alaska. "

A representativercpretlental1ve of thethe-
Alasku

the-
AlaskaAlaskaAlasku Conservation SocietySociety-
said

Society-
saidsaid theythev would tikelike moremor-
edctuls

more-

detailsdetailsdctuls: of what the AEC hashuhas-
mind

"
mindmincl ., They pointedpointedoutout thatthutthut-
they

that-
theythey fiadbad beanbrenbeen informedInfonned thatthlltthllt-
the

that-
thethe AmchitkaAmchltka blast in111 October ,

151965% was to be a oneolle shotshot-
d

shot-
dealdeald a1.


