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(Continuad from Paga 1)
huge mammals during the past whaling season in April
ond May and stored the meat and muktuk in their an-
cient and tunctional underground caches and kept them
frozen through the summer by emanation of the permna-
frost beneath.

When all is in readiness on Christmas Day, the vil-
lagers in clusters of families will converge to the
large. hall. There won't he enough seats to go around
and the peaple will sit down on the floor filling every
available spoce. Before the feast is seved, everyone
of the people will stand and in unison, pray, “Our
father, who art in heaven. . ."" When the prayer is
over, strong men and women will then commence to pass
the food to all the people. The huge room will hum with
animated conversation and laughter as the gathering
partakes of the feast.

When the feast is over, the people will go l1ome for
an hour or two and will come bark ta the hall for o joy-
ous Eskimo dance. Elderly men of the village will be
the drummers and chunters. There will be motion dances
in which two, three or four dancers will perform in uni-
son in a colodul display of precise moves of the trad-
itional dar ces as done by their forefathers. When these
special performances are over, common dances for the
people will be out on where anyone can dance in his
own way and what uninhibited, joyous gyrations will
then be scen. Children, along with the elders, will
join.

The dance will last until after midnight and by that
time, young children will have fallen osleep on their
mothers” laps or in their arms. The pedormance will
finolly be calied to an end ond the elderly drummers
will pile their drums in froni center of them, a signal
of the termination o the joyous cccasion. A priest, or a
lay leoder of the chuch, will thea ask the people to
rise once mote and o song will echo through the large
hatl,  “‘Praise God trom whom all blessings flow.””

So will 2nd the festivities for the day ai Tikigagq
commemorating the birth of Christ. But, the cellebration
will continve untii New Year’s Day in which dogteam
races, ancient dances, that may be likened to light
operas, and the performances of the old and traditioncl
games. The men will probably toke sides in accerdance
with the old whaling froternities, the Qagmaqtuug, the
northside village faction, ond the Ungesaqsikaogq, the
sathemn faction. The contests will be difficult, even
painful, in the keen competition but they will be done
in a friendly tests of skill and endurance--games that
were devised for physlcal titness under the severe con-
ditions of the Arctic and they will last for hours and
hours

And so the holy days will be celebrated in the
Arctic. Qther areas will observe the birth ¢ Christ with
variations but all will commemorate the occosion with

obeisance that come from the heart



