New Commercial Fishing Rules

fhe Board of Fish and
Game during its meeting in
Kodiak i November 29
through December 8, 1966,

took action on 224 proposed
rommercia! fishing regulation
changes, according to weid
recei ved from Walter Kirkness
Commissioner of the Alas.
ka Department of Fish and
Game.

Major changes effecting the

harvest of salmon included
the following:
The Igushik and Snake

River sections of the Nusha-
gok district of Bristol Bay
were enlarged and will be
closed to fishing during the
aeriod June 21 to July 14. In
the Mushagak, Naknek-Kvic-
hak, Ugashik and Egegik dis-
tricts of Bristol Bay the mesh
size of gillnets shall be not
less than 7Y% inches prior to
June 21,

Two days a week fishing
time was set for the Northern,
North Central and South Cen-
tral districts of Cook Inlet as
aresult of the relatively weak
run expechion for 1947,

In Prince William Sound,
the purse seine
season will open July 24 as
compared to the 1966 date
of July 1&. The later opening
in 1967 reflects the generally
poar early pink run predicted
for 1967. Two distucts, Mon-

and wll

general

tague Narthern Le
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A seyer: day week salmon”
fishery will be i effect on
ot the Alasko
Peninsulc  theough 30
of 1967. In the Aleutian
I'slands and alasks Peninsula

the south s
June

arens, all weekly openings

for salmon fishing were
changed from 12:01 a.m. Mon
day o 6:00 am. Monday.

The salmon fishing season
will be vpen during June and
after August 21 1n the Kodiak
area except for the Moser-
Olga Bay and Cape Alitak
se tions which will be open
from June 26 to August 23.
During the penod between
June 30 and August 21, field
announcement openings will
be made if the abundonce of

pink salmon is sufficient to
warrant such action. Fishing
time in the Kodiak area will
be 5 days a week except that
the Moser-0lga Bay and Cape
Alitak sections will be 3 Days
per week.

In  Southeastern  Alaska
opening dates were establish-
ed for the purse seine fishery
in district 4 (West Coast,
Prince of Wales |sland) on
July 5. The opening date in
district 14 (lcy Straits) will
again be on June 29 with an
initial weekly fishing period
of 24 hours only.

In the gillnet fishery, the
opening dates in the Lynn
Canal ond Taku Inlet sections
have been moved back one
week to June 19 and April 30
The  weekly
fishing period for L ynn Canal
shall begin at noan Monday
instead of noon Sunday. The
weekly fishing penod for Port
land Conal shall begin o
noon  Senday  instead  of
6:00 p.m. Sunday. A slight
increase in gillnet area was
allowed n Frederick Sound
ust north of Petersburg. Sec-
tion 15-B (Bemers Bay) was
closed to gillnetting.

In the trolling regulations,
the ten day closure between
September 20 and October !
was deleted. In sections H.A
and 11-B (Taku) the 24 hour
weekly fishing period was set
for the period April 30 to June
17 and will run from Monday
midright 1o Tuesday midright

respectively.

Changes in the crob fishery

were as follows:

Aiea A, Southesstern Alasko
was deleted from the king
crab registration oreas.

The king crab season for
Cook ‘nfer will be closed
from Moy | through June 30.
these dates coinciding with
the dates for closure of king
crob fishing in the Kodiak

area.

In Southeastern Alasko the
156 limit restiiction for dunge-

ness crab in districts 5
through 10 was  deleted.
The Board deliberated at

considerable length on  the
propasal to delete the max-
ium length of salmon seine
vessels and in’ final action
rejected i1, This subject is

expecied to be ploced before
the Board ogain in the neor

future.



