Arctic Native Brotherhcod Makes
38,000 Square Mile Claim

NOME (Special) —A native'

tand claim covering almost the
entire Seward Peninsula has

Seward Peninsula Native As-
sociation, according to John
W. Henrickson, attorney for

been filed by the newly-formed the group.

The 38,000 square mile
claim was filed December 12th
and embraces » some of the
richest miber al resources in
the world, including deposits
of gold, silver, tin, and Bery-
Hium. Millions of dollars in
gold have already been remov-
ed from the arca.

The claim borders the claim
of the Northwest Native Assoc
tation on the north, includes
Diomede and King Island, the
villages  of  Shismaref
wales on the west, and the vil
lage of Koyuk, ou
Sound, to the east.

Reportedly about 3,135 nat
ves live within the area of the
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claim in 12 communities.

The Seward Peniusula claim
and the formation of the new
Seward Peninsuly, Native As-
sociation follows a growing
list of aboriginal claims by
native groups.

Hendrickson stated that the
claim was: “A claim against
the United States basically
for tuking lands and giving
them to other peoples without
making any arrangements with
the aboriginal owners—in this
case the natives of the Seward

]

Peninsula
The claim reads that the
nd was never fegally alien-
ated and removed from the ab-
engind title and for that rea
son the natve people of the
Sewnard  Peninsula ask  the
{nited Stes Goverament to
stop ahienating tand untif such

time as lawtul  determination
can be made.
" The recent convention of
mative assoctations o Anche
arage, that resulted e the
new statewide federation of
native  associalions,  recom-
mended Tegislation that wug[‘i
solve many Yand problems.

The  proposed  Tegislation
sad an effect that Congres s
setap o commission G deter-
mine the vahidity of claims,
todetermine  the cmount ol
compensation duce the natives
claiming the land, ard wanted
the commission to determine
what Tands the nat ves should
be entitled to hold for them-
sefves.

Senator  Fmest  Gruening,
who attended the statewide
mecting of the associations,
wilt reportedly be handhing
the legistation  on the
Washington  front.

The Seward Penmsula ¢laim
joins such existing claims as
the Arctie slope claim, North
sociation clam (Kot
zebuc-Kobuck), mddle Yukon
clanm (Nulatok  Galena, Ko
wkuk  valley), Yukon-Kuskok-
wim Delt claim, Minto clam,
Nenanan clavm,  Chalkyitsik
claim, Copper River claim, an
the Chugach claim(Prizee Wil-
fiam Sound area).

The officers of the Arctic
Notive Brotherhood i Nome
are temporarily acting as offi-
cers of the newly formed assoc
iation until a charter can be
obtained and an eiection held.
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