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native teensteensbeginbegin fight against AIDS
by anne marie mioleniiolenilolen
alaska native health board

recent attention given to the topic
of alaska natives and AIDS at the
1990 alaska federation of natives
convention isis evidence that concern
about the spread of the AIDS virus
within the native population isis
increasing

responding to this concern the
AIDS prevention program at adaskaaiaskaalaska
native health board has recently
addedadded two new staff members to assist
in efforts to encourage prevention
planning within native communities

A new video featuring a young
aleut woman infected with HIV the
AIDS virusvirus has also been released by

team they began giving presenta
tionseions of their own to students and com-
munity groups inin the bering straits
region where they have been

well received
those efforts resulted inin an invita-

tion to give a presentation on AIDS as
part of the AFN youth convention

with assistance from ANHB AIDS
program staff salmonberry shop
director yvonne dazee and drama in-
structor

in
structor richard benneville the group
of six youths developed a presentation
ususinging a slide show traditional drum-
ming and modern rap lyrics to reach
their audience

three elders from the nome com-
munity also participated

ANHB
the video titled im not afraid

of me tells the story of barbara
bryon a native woman who con-
tracted HIV in a heterosexual relation-
ship not knowing she was infected
she became pregnant and passed the
virus to her baby

both bryon and her daughter
dorianncoriannDoriann now 7 were part of a pre-
sentationsentation on AIDS during the recent
AFN youth convention I1inn
anchorage

bryon spoke to an audience of about
600 teens from around the state about
her struggle to gain self acceptance
and acceptance from others since first
learningleaming in 1985 she was infected with
the AIDS virus

it was because of the fact that I1

didnt use a rubber when I1 had inter-
course that I1 caught AIDS bryon
said bluntly and went on to explain that
the AIDS virus is only transmitted
through unprotected sex infected
needles or from an infected mother to
her unborn baby

AIDS is not transmitted through
hugging she said

fear is a disease that is a side ef-
fect of AIDS bryon told the
crowd its OK for us to be afraid
but its not OK for us to watch our
brothers and sisters die right and left
and not to do anything about it

bryon received a standing ovation
from the crowd at the egan center
following her presentation

for members of the life forceforc
team meeting bryon prior to the
AFN convention was a memorable ex-
perienceperience this group of teenagersteen agers and
young adults affiliated with the
salmonberry shop in nome had seen
bryon in a couple ofvideos used dur-
ing AIDS prevention workshops they
attended last spring

Allaralarmednied at what they heard in the
videos and from ANHBANIIB AIDS traini-
ng coordinator lureta porter the
young people offered their assistance
to help spread an AIDS prevention
message among their peers

adopting the name life force

fear is a disease that is
asidea side effect of AIDS its
OK for us to be afraid but
its not OK for us to watch
our brothers and sisters
die right and left and not to
do anythnganything about it

barbara bryon

life form team members are gene
omiak jones barr tomtommyiv tocktoo
charlene saclamana micky rogers
and sally okpowruk elders lela
oman freida larson and ted mayecbayec
provided assistance inin narrating the
slide show and drumming

these guys went from knowing
next to nothing about AIDS and be
ing uncomfortable with the word con
dom to being able to speak about
AIDS and sexuality to an audience of
600 teens they were great said
ANHB training coordinator porter
who worked with the youth on

figures may not be accurate racial
misclassificationmisclas&ification underreporting and
the more recent entry of HIV into the
native population

conway mentioned two recent
studies on misclassification in one
five out of sixsix native american AIDS
patients had been misclassified asa
either hispanic or white in the other
study six out of eight natives were
misclassified

recent entry and rapid spread of the
AIDS virus isis seen inin a study men-
tioned by conway inin which a 91 per
cent increaseincrease inin HIV infection was
seen inin the native population from the
end of 1988 to the end of 1989 non
natives saw only a 10 percent increase

polishing their presentation
native teens attending the AFN

youth convention evidently heard the
message participants drafted and
passed a resolution urging state city
and village governments to provide
condom vending machines to help
reduce the spread of AIDS and teen

pregnancies and recommending that
AIDS testing equipment be made
available inin small rural communities

adults attending the general AFN
convention which followed on the
heels of the youth convention also
had an opportunity to learn more about
natives and AIDS

dr george conway an
epidemiologist with the centers for
disease control presented slides and
discussed several studies aimed at
determining the incidence ofofhieofhivHIV inin
fectionfaction inin the native american
population

his message was not reassuring
according to conway statistics

which show that natives have a much
lower incidence of AIDS thandian do non
natives are misleading

hefie gave three reasons why the

during this same period
another cause for concern is the fact

that a greater proportion of native
AIDS cases versus nonnativenon native cases
are from heterosexual transmission a
factor which is likely to lead to more
rapid spread ofor disease among
natives

loecove carefully
because full blown AIDS may not

appear for 10 years or more follow
ing initial HIV infection figures which
talk about reported AIDS cases do not
reflect cucurrentent cases of HIV which
have not yet progressed to AIDS

to gain a more accurate picture of
the incidence of HIV inin the native
population CDC and the indian
health service have undertaken a na-
tionwide

na-
tiontionwide study testing blood samples
from native patients for the presence
of HIV antibodies

subjects for the study are native
women who come to clinics for
pregnancy or prenatal exams and
other native men and women seeking
testing for sexually transmitted disease
or treatment for substance abuse

based on preliminary results it ap
pears that the incidence of HIV infec-
tion among natives isis similar to that
found inin other races

HIV isis here AIDS isis here and
prevention isis important said
conway pointing out the relationship
between alcoholdrugalcoholldrugalcohol drug abuse and un-
safe sex practices conway encouragencourage
ed prevention efforts aimed at young
people

fighting alcohol and drug abuse is
very important inin fighting this
disease he said

resolutions adopted at the 1990
AFN convention include one express
ing support for native AIDS preven
tion and education programs stating
that the spread of AIDS among
native people has the potential to
devastate entire communities impact
ing directly or indirectly every
individual

ANIIBANIIII hires new staff
the alaska native health board has

recently hired a new program manager
and training specialist for the statewide
AIDS prevention program both new
staff members are alaska native

terrance booth a tsimpshian in
dianthan from metlakatlaMetlakatla will be replacreplace

ing marianne ashby as program
manager ashby will continue work
ing for the ANHB AIDS prevention
project on a contract basis

booth previously served as the hous
ing director for the metlakatlametlakatiaMetla katlakatia indian
community where he was also inin-
volved with the local alcohol and drug
program

his interest inin AIDS was raised
when he heard a native woman with
the disease give a presentation in
metlakatlametlakatiaMetlakatlakatia

1 I saw AIDS as a real threat to our
people and wanted to be a part of
prevention said booth

audrey ward will be serving native
communities as an AIDS prevention
trainer and outreach worker ward isis
aleut with a background inin fetal
alcohol syndrome prevention

just as with FAS AIDS isis
something that isis threatening our
generations she said people are
dying out there and its up to people
like us to get the word out


