Soviet mushers ﬁlan Bering Strait race

by Valery Ivanov
Suvetabuy e Chukod ks

ANADYR, USSR — Chukchi
sports quarters will use the experience
of Iditared taditional dog sled mees
i Adaskn w bodd sumilar long-distwnce
races between the border areas of the
USSR and the United States

In 1989, Soviet and American dkiers
andd dog sled mushers traveled from
Anadvr, capital of the Chukchi
Autonomais Aresd, o Kotzebue, b
commumity in Northwest Alaska. It
wis then that the Chokehi Sports
Commmittee and the Idwarod Organiz-
g Committee decided o sign an
agreoment on unprecedented dog sled
rices between Chukohi Pemnsula nid
Alnska.

The comung mces were nmamed
Hope-91.

tons for Hope-91 are in full
swing in the Chukchi Autonomous
Aren, Its sponsors are the Associetion
of Native Residents of the Chukchi
Penmnsula snd the Kolyma Area, the
Russian Federntion’s Sports Commit-
tee, the Chukotka agncultural entity
andl the local coopertive joim stock
company .

Various badges, pennants  and
plocecards have already been made
Violumteers are being recruited 1o ser-
vice the route of more than | 5K
tnles.

These mclugde polur station workers,
luanters,  roimcdeer  brecders, il
uperators,  land  rover dovers gl
e pohiers

Within  several months. (he

rpnnigers will have o mstall markers

alomgs e ot repanr b old il
gl new damps and sel up a com
o system

Hivpe-4H 15 1o start i Ane horge or
Sopre in Narch and last six weeks or
sy e mbshers will po alomp the
Pacthic coast of the Bering St Then
Anadyr piloty wall take them 1o the
Chukehn Pemmsula

From Uclen the racers wall travel
troagh four Chukehi districes w finish
in Anudyr

About 50 sleds will take part in the
races. The Soviel panticipants will
represent the Chukehi Autonomous
Area, Yukutin, Kamchatka mrul
Magadan Regions and the Kolyma
e,

Twuo Soviet dog sled drivers, a Rus-
stun and a Chukchi, have lefi for
Alaska to train at the farm owned by
well known Iditarod winner, Susan
Butches. American experts ure advis-
ing the Soviet side on veternary and
organizational needs.

Charteredd Nights between Noime
wnd  Provideniya or between An-
chorage and Anadyr huve become fre-
yuent in recent time. A regulir nirway
froem Magadan o Anchomge via
Anadyr « in 1991,

As  distinet  from  cautious
businessmen, children are willing 1o
develop fmendly ties. Several groups
of children scouts from Nome and
other Alaskan towns visited Pro-
videniya, u community on the Chukchi
Peminsula,

Last year, Anadyr and Bethel
hecame sister cities and ure now ac-
lively exchanging delegations of
teachers and school children,

These exchanges ure arranged by
the Society of Friends of Alaskn and
the Families' Association of Anadyr
ured by municipalities, scouts” divi-
sions, and other organizabons in
Alnskn,

American teachers presented (o an
Anadyr school s computer with an
English  langusge course. Soviel
teachers and pupils turned over o a
Bethel school a batch of books

Alascom 15 now mounting a TV
antenna and other equipment in the

vicimty of Anadyr. Residents of An-
chorage and Ansdyr will take part in
111‘;;:1!‘:1- of TV linkups seheduled for

On the American side’s invitation,
the Assocustion of Native Residents of
the Chukehi Peninsula and the Kolyma
Ared 15 pomg w0 send a group ol
Chukchi, Eskimos and Korvaks 1o
study at the Umversity of Alaska
Anchorage

Next vear, Aluskn Eskimaos and In-
dharis will arrive in Uelen, o Chukchi
comrounty, 1o study wood and walrus
IVOrY COVETING.

The Chukehs Autonomious Arei ind
Alaska are only just beginning o
establish business ties. In particular,
a Jjownt fishing venture has been
founded. Barer trnde is gerting under
wiy,

Contacts  between children,
however, are uiready actively develop-
ing. More thun 100 Alsskun college
and high school students have visited
the Chukehi Peninsula in the last two
years alone.



