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be to upgrade
state fire, life safety, mechan-
ical, electrical and handicap
access codes, '

That school district is the
Lower Kuskokwim School Dis-
trict, headquartered in Bethel,
which inherited former BIA
schools at 10 village sites.

Carl Peterson, . Superinten-

January 1983. The $330,000
engineering study was paid for
with school district revenues,
Peterson said.

As a result of this study and

some earlier review work, up-
grading was recommended at
only two schools, Napakiak
and Oscarville. In six cases,
new structures added to exist-
ing high school buildings were
clearly cost saving. In the re-
maining two cases, there was
less than an eight percent cost
differential between upgrading
and new construction, leading
the school district also to rec-
ommend ‘new construction as
the preferred alternative in
these instances,

school construction and one
code upgrading would cost
approximately $41 million.
This figure includes initial
project costs and 20-year life-
cycle costs. On the other
hand, code upgrading only at
all sites would cost over $50
million.

Requests for $7.4 million
in state funds for new con.
struction at Goodnews Bay,
Kwethluk, and Kwigillingok
are included in Governor Shef-
field's 1984 capital budget,
Peterson said. Approximately
$7.4 million is expected in
BIA funds. The balance over
the 20 years would have to
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dollars. The high schools refer-
enced were built in 1979 or

1980 while most of the ele-
mentary school buildings are
18 to 25 years old.

Goodnews Bay: Has an en-
rollment of 62 students, equal-
ly split between K-8 and 9-12.
A new addition to the high
school would cost 50 percent
less than upgrading the exist-
ing elementary school which
has no sanitary facilities.

Kwethluk: Has an enroll-
ment of 87 in K8 and 43 in
9-12. A new addition to the
high school would be 25 per-
cent less expensive than remod-
eling a six classroom vTohen
facility and separate utility/
restroom and wastewater fa
cilities.

Kwigillingok: Enrollment of
44 in K4 and 38 in 9-12.
Because the existing elemen:
tary school is 25 years old

~only |
high school is considered a via-
ble alternative.

Nightmute: Enrollment of
29 in K-8, 13 in 9-12. Same sit-
uation as Kwigillingok. |

Mekoryuk: Enrollment o
58 students, equally divided
between K8 and 9-12. Re-
modeling the high school in
order to add the square foot-
age allowed by the Department
of Education guidelines for a
K-12 school would cost 32
percent less than renovating
the elementary school and a
separate utilities building.

Napaskiak: Enrollment of
65 in K8 and 38 in 9.12.
Constructing a new elemen-
tary school addition to the
high school instead of upgrad-
ing four separate buildings
making up the elementary
school complex would result in
a 15 percent savings.

Oscarville: Enrollment of 16
in the elemenitary school. High

school students attend school
across the river in Napaskiak.

The existing building requires
minimal upgrading and remod-
eling so only that alternative is
recommended.

Quinhagak: Enrollment of
85 in K-8 and 56 in 9-12.
An addition to the high school
would cost only 5.5 percent
more than upgrading and oper-

(Continued on Page Sixteen)
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ating four separate elementary
school buildings. Consequently
new construction is recom-
mended.

Tununak: Enrollment of 63
in K-8 and 97 in 9-12. An addi-
tion to the high school would
cost only 7.8 percent more
than upgrading the elementary
school building so the former
18 the preferred alternative.

In order for students to
begin the 1982-83" school year
in the former BIA buildings,
some immediate life-safety
code upgrading had to be ac-
complished, Peterson said. Fire
alarms and exit lights were
installed in all classroom build-
ings. This was accomplished
with $300,000 in fiscal 1982
federal funds with an addition-
al $120,000 in school district
funds expended, he noted.

Some $843,000 in additional
costs are anticipated for next
tall’s classes. he continued.
Fhese expenditures will be nec-
essary, unless fire marshall reg-
ulations could be waived, to
meet what is labelled *life-
safety priority number two.”
This would mvolve sheetrock-
ing of school furnace rooms.
covering exposed electrical wir-
ing, and installing sprinkler sys-
tems in classrooms, said Peter-
son.
So far, Senator Sackett,
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who is co-chair of the Senate
Finance Committee, hasn't
heard about any similar prelim-
inary work in the three other
affected REAA school dis
tricts, his staffer said. Bering
Straits is operating former BIA
schools in four vil-
lages. Lower Yukon has inher-

ited BIA schools in two villages
and Chatham REAA has had to
take over one former BIA
school.

In the next two years, the
remaining 20 elementary edu-
cation school programs operat-
ed by the BIA in Alaska will
be transferred to the state.

Ten more of these are within
the jurisdictional boundaries

of the Lower Kuskokwim
School District,

State sentiments were ech-
oed by Education Commission-
er Lind at a recent hearing of
the House Health, Education

and Social Services Committee

on school foundation funding.
“We do not feel the feder-
al government should walk
away and leave facilities that
are less than adequate,” he
said. “The state will pick up
the operating costs. The federal
government has a responsibility
to bring facilities up to code.”



