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By Bob Koweluk

Acting EditorEditor-

The

Editor-

TheThe members of the Northwest Alaska community ofof-

Kotzebue
of-

KotzebueKotzebue are getting ready for the second annual North-

west

North-

west
NorthNorth-¬-

west Trade FairFaIT whichwhIchwillwill be held on July 4-848-- , 1980 .

f'E'skunosEskunosEskimosskim os wwilll be amvmgarriving from as far away as Canada toto-

attend
to-

attendattend the fair and others will come from the vvillageslages fromfrom-

Barrow
from-

BarrowBarrow to Nome to meet relatives , old friends , and to taketake-

part
take-

partpart mIn the fair'sfairsfalr'sfalrs' activitiesactivities-
I

activities-
wouldI( would like to be in Kotzebue to see old friends meetmeet-

again

meet-

agamagainagam after being away for a while and to listen to theirtheir-

talk

their-

talktalk about their experiencesexpenences which happened throughoutthroughout-
thethe year 1IwouldIwould like to listenhsten to the elders speaking of thethe-

past
the-

pastpast ,. with their insight of what happened , why , and ., toto-

look
to-

looklook intomto the future pondenngpondering lifehfe , and the changes theythey-

have

they-

havehave experiencedexpenenced 1I would like to see the younger gengen-

eratIOn

gen-

eration
gen-gen¬-

eration slow theirthelT pace of lifehfe to listenhsten to the elders talktalk-

these
talk-

thesethese thingsthmgs which have happened , to also ponder whywhy-

they
why-

theythey happened ,. examine alternative solutions , lOgica-

lcon.equences
logicallogical-

consequencesconsequencescon.equencesconequences. and looklookIntointo the future .

I would likehke to see the younsters listen and take part inmm-

these
in-

thesethese talks and for a change ,. when they leave , have learnedlearned-

d

learned-

aad part of their heritagehentage whichwhichwillwill not be found in schoolschool-

text
school-

texttext bookshooks TrieThe elders hold our past inm their memoriesmemones ofof-

what",whathat happened , of legends , of past leaders , of our laws ,

our religionrehglOn ,. the way of lifehfe ,. the roles ofofeacheach person in aa-

fam4y
a-

famlJYfamilyfamlJYfam4y , inm a huntinghuntmg crew , or in the communtiy . The elderselders-

know
elders-

knowknow all the traditional lifestyle skills such as how to pre-

dict
pre-

dict
prepre-¬-

dict the weather , animalanunal migrations , and seasonal changeschanges-

with
changes-

withwith accuracy , which more and more youngsters couldcould-

not
could-

notnot hope to reachreach-

The
reach-

The
reach-

TheThe elders have notices these things long beforebefore-

anyone
before-

anyoneanyone thought preserving our culture became an issue .

They say the young have to survive , change and adapt toto-

the
to-

thethe new situations and to be successful.. It is living in twotwo-

cultures
two-

culturescultures which is takingtakmg its toll on the youngsters . But WIth-

more
withwith-

moremore and more youngsters succeeding and striking aa-

balance
a-

balancebalance in which they choose to live in one or both cul-

tures
cul-

tures
culcul-¬-

tures is good to see . I see the trade fairfm as a change for usus-

to

us-

toto meet mtoin our old fashioned ways , to mix the new withwith-

the
with-

thethe old , to compete in a spiritspmt of friendshipfnendshtp , and to shareshare-

inin1 all of our experiencesexpenences . I thinkthmk with many , it will be aa-

chance
a-

chancechance to see first hand those , who in their own way areare-

succeeding
are-

succeedingsucceeding and to have a little fun too .

The elders can talk about these matters while attendingattending-
the

attending-
thethe events There will be a mixture of the old and the newnew-

actiVitIes

new-

activitiesactivities this year A baby beauty contest . The 4th of JulyJuly-

celebration
July-

celebrationcelebration ., Miss Kotzebue contest ; fashion shows forfor-

parkas
for-

parkasparkas , mittens , mukluks , beadwork , baskets , footballfootball-

games

football-

gamesgames and photography are some of the newer activitiesactivitIes-

planned
activities-

plannedplanned . From the older activities comes competitioncompetition-
which

competition-
whichwhich uses the survival skills of our peoples come speaispearspear-

throwmg
spear-

throwing
ar

throwingthrowmg , fish cuttingcuttmg , seal skinning , foot races , wrestlingwrestling-

high
,,

high kick , stick pull , neck pull and there will even be riflerifle-

shoots
rifle-

shoots
e

shoots and a muktuk eating contests !

I love to eat muktukmukluk andandwouldwould likeiike to be there tt-

meet
toto-

meet
0
0e

meet friendsfnends , talk with elders , people my age and to thth-

youngsters
thethe-

youngsters
<e

youngsters to share experiencesexpenences which have happened ii-

our
inin-

our
n

our lifetimehfetune and to be there with happy peoples .

IIwIShwish this year'syearsvear'svears' trade fair to be a success andandwhilewhilewhile-
hassel

1]I

hassel with car traffictrafficlong, long shopping lines and breathe foe-

air
fouifourfoefour-

alT

r
airalT here in Anchorage , 1I hope you all who plan ttototogogo to thth-

fair
the

re
e

'. fair have more fun than I do !


