
ST HUMAN ST tHNOCENTtHNOCENT-

OFOF ALASKA CQUALTo The AfoST
AfoSTLes

LesLesa-

dsadsads-

rr

in old Harbour .* Icon depicts Alaskan Saints
By FFrr MkhaelMichael OlekOlek-

A

OleksaOleksa-

AA hand-paintedhandpaintedhand-pamtedpamted-- , neoByzan-
tine

neoByzan-
tme

neo-Byzan-neoByzan- -

tinetme style icon depictingdeplctmg twotwo-

Alaskan
two-

AlaskanAlaskan saintssamts ., Father HermanHerman-

and
Herman-

andand Bishop Innocent ((Vema-
menov

Vema-VemaVenVenra-

menov
Venra-Venra -

menov ) has arrived from GreeGreeceGreece-

and
Greece-

and
. .

and been installedInstaned at ThreeThree-

Saints
Three-

SamtsSaintsSamts Orthodox Church in10 OldOld-

Harbor
Old-

HarborHarbor ., near Three SamtsSaints Bay .,
the SIte of the flfirstt Christ-

ian
COOstChrist-Christ.-

13nian worshIp servIceS In AlaskaAlaska-

The
Alaska-

TheThe Icon ., measunngmeasuring threethree-

and
three-

andand one half feet ((33 1/2121/2)12)2/ ' )

by two and one half feet ((22 1/2)12)212)-
was

12)-
was

// ))
wass paintedpamted ( more accuratelyaccurately-
"wntten

accurately-
"written""wnttenwntten"writtenwrittenntten '"")) by nuns in10 a con-

it

con-

vent
con-

vent
con-con-

ventit affiliated with the mon-

astic
monmonomon-mono-

astlc
¬-

asticastlc communitycommumty at SimonosSimonos-

Petras
Simonos-

PetrasPetras on Mount AthosAthas , oneone-

of
one-

ofof the most ancient ChristChnst1JlnChristianChnst1Jln-

monastIC

Christian-

monastic
;

monastic centers dap"0dap0datmgdating" hhtrback--trtr to
99S8958<; S A D The dedesIgn: of thethe-

Icon

the-

iconicon was submitted by the-

Old

the-

Old
the

Old Harbor parish which com-

missioned
comcom-¬.-

missionedmlsslOned the work at a costcost-

of
cost-

ofof approximatelyapproxu"atelyapproxuately" $S500$500500 0000-

Si

00-

StSi51St HermanlIerman ,. a monk and aa-

la

a-

laylalaylayman} man arrived in10 Alaska in
179 "' as ja member of thelhe orig-
inal

origongorig-¬.-

from Vala-

anio
Vala-ValaVala-

amo
Vala-

anw
inalmJI C( hnstunhmltdnhnstian mission --

anioanwamo monastery in10 FinlandFmland , andand-

spent
and-

spentspent the rest of his lifehfe In-

self
inin-

selfself <;satrifiaUlflsaLrifi ,.' lalsal service to thethe-

KodIak
the-

KodiakKodiak Aleut people ,. leachmg-

Ihem
teachingleachmgteaching-

themthemIhem ihethe basichaslC tenets of Ortho-

dox
OrthoOrtho- ¬.-

dox lChristianityhnstlanlty and ., perhapsperhaps-

more
perhaps-

moremore slgmfsignificantlyslgmflantlylantly exemphfymg-
these

exemplifyingexemphfymgexemplifying-
thesethese in10 his lifehfe of lovinglovmg laborlabor-

among
labor-

amongamong the "'Native'atlveatlve people ,. 1-
0estabhshmg

in10in-

establishingestablishingestabhshmg an orphanage andand-

J

and-

aaJ school for children ,. in10 intermterinter-

ceding
mter-

cedmgcedingcedmg for them before thethe-

Civil

the-

civIlcivilcivIlauthontlesCivilauthoritiesauthoritiesauthontles and in hIS-

humJlt
hishis-

humilitshumJlthumilityhumilits! } generositygcneroslty and plpietypiety-
In

< tyty-

InIn 1970 he was canomze-
db

canonized-

bs
canonizedcanomzed

bvbsb , theIhe Orthodox Church in1010-

A

in-

AmericaA/AAmericaA1enca/>1enca as a miraclemuacle workerworker-

and
worker-

andand a chansmacharismatictiC healer 1-

0leremomes
in10in-

CeremoniesLleremomesCeremoniesemomes at Kodak'sKodaksKodk'sKodks", ' HolyHoly-

Resurrection
Holy-

Resurrectl"nResurrectionResurrectl"nResurrectln" Church ,. where hIS-

bod
hishis-

bodybodbody} is entombed in10 a hand-

carved
hand-

carved
hand-

carved
hand-hand-

carved rereliquaryquary IfHisIS onglnal-

bunal
originalonglnaloriginal-

burialburialbunal place at Monk'sMonks' LagoonLagoon-

onon SpruceSprule Island ,. three miles

northwest of KodiakKodJalc , is thethe-

focal
the-

focalfocal pointpoint for ''- an
a- nan annual pilpil-

grimage
pil-pil.-

grimage on the Feast of St .

Herman of Alaska , August 7-9797.979-. .

St5t Innocent (Father John )

firstflTst schools in Alaska , teaClUng-

the
teachingteaClUngteactungteactung-

thethe Native peoples to readreadandandand-

write
and-

writewriterite their own languages ((hehel-

ater
hehe-

laterlater learned THngit11ingitTlingit and pub-

lished
pubpub-publ-

ished
-¬-

lished the firstfust booksbookJ in that

VeniamenovVeniamenovmenov ,. graduated from aa-

seminary
a-

seminaryseminary in Irkutsk , SiberiaSibena ,.
before volunteering to comecome-

with
come-

wllhwithwllh his wwifee and childrenchtldren toto-

Un
to-

UnalaskaUnUnalaskaalaska in the Eastern Aleu-

ans

Aleu-

tians
Ale-

utns
Aleu-Aleu-

tnstians",ans where he arrivedarnvedarnvedInarrivedinin 18241824-
He

1824-
HeHe undertook the evangelizrevangelizationevangelization-
of

*

of the Aleut people by 1learn-

Ing

learn-

ing

learn-learn-

ing their language , devisingdevistng anan-

alphabet
an-

alphabetalphabet for it , and translatingtranslating-
thethe GospelGospelofof St Matthew andand-
aa shortshan catechismcatech1Sm into thethe-
Fox

the-
FoxFox Island dialectdialect-

Visiting

dialect-

VisitingVisitingVlSltmg the remote and wIde-

ly

wide-

ly
widewIde-¬-

ly scattered settlements by kay-

ak

kay-

ak
kaykay-¬-

ak ., Father John organized the

language 115as weUwell )I and addedadded-

mathematIcs
added-

mathematicsmathematIcs , mUSIC> ic , and hist-

ory
hist-

ory
histhist-¬-

ory to the curriculum .

aAs an amateur architectarchllect ,. hehe-

desIgned
he-

designeddesigned and bubuiltt the firstfirst-

two
first-

twotwo OrthodoxOrthodo'( Cathedrals inin- 'thein- thein't- heNew
"'"thethe'the'the-

NewNew World at Unalaska :andand-

Sitka
and-

Sltka

'

SitkaSltka . ( Both of 'these'these are rnownow-

Registered
now-

RegisteredRegistered National HIStoric-

Landmarks
HistoricHistoric-

LandmarksLandmarks ) . After hishISwwwife'swifeswife's-

death
e'sese's-

death
'

death in 1840 , he was tonsur-

ed
tonsur-

ed
tonsurtonsur-¬-

ed a monkmonkandand given the newnew-

name
new-

name
new-

nenamene , ""InnocentInnocent"Innocent-"Innocentand"- and elelectedelected-

asas bishop of AlaskaAlaska-

He
Alaska-

He
Alaska-

HeHe then opened the finfin-

sminary
firstfirst-

semInary
first-

seminarysminarysemInary (high schoolschool)) in SitkaSltkaSitka-

the
Sltka-

the( the soso-calledsocalled--<alled ""OrphanageOrphanage " nownow-

being
now-

beingbeing restored by the Nallonal-
Park

NationalNallonalNational-
ParkPark ServiceSemce ) where native stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
stu-stu¬-

dents were educated to becomebecome-

aders
become-

leaders
become-

leadersleaders: aders in their society as tea-

chers
tea-

chers
tea-

nts
tea-tea--

chers , accountants' --ntsnts ,. naVIgators-
and

navigatenaVIgatorsnavigators-
and

"
andandmISSionariesmISSionaries ThisTlus schoschoolschool-

enabled
school-

enabled
_ .

enabled the Orthodox mISSIon-
to

missionmission-
toto bringbong ChristianityChristlamty to . the

Eskimo and Indian peoples ofof-

the

of-

thethe Alaskan mainland . It waswas,,
in fact ,. an Aleut priejtprlestpriest whowho-

first

who-

flTstfirstflTst evangelized the YuYu'picYupicYu'pic-
people

''plcplc'plc-

peoplepeople of thethe-theYukon- Yukon DeltaDelta-

In

Delta-

intoIn the mid-19thmid19thmld-l9thmldl9th-- century . BishopBishop-

Innocent
Bishop-

InnocentInnocent was ..laterlater elected MetMet-Met-
ropolitan

-¬.

ropolitan (Archbishop ) of Mos-

cow
MosMos-Mos-

cow
-¬-

cow ,. and when he departeddeparted-
this

departed-
thislifethisthislife.,.lifelife in 1879 , he was buriedburledburled-
at

buried-
atat St . Sergius Monastery nearnear-

that
near-

thatthat city . ThreeThreo yeanyears ago hehe-

was
he-

waswuwas canonized by the OrthodoxOrthodox-
Church

Orthodox-
ChurchChurch in Russia as115 ""StSt" . InIn-

nocent
In-In¬.-

nacennocentt,. Apostle to America " .

The new icon in Old Har-

bor
Har-

bor
HarHar-¬-

bor representsrepresenta this Aleut Com-

munity's
Com-

munity's
ComCom-¬-

munity'smunitys' pride in their heri-

tage
heri-

tage
heriheri-¬-

tage as115 descendents of thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst Native Alaskan Christians .

Commissioned by the pariahparishparishofpariahofofof-

Three
of-

ThreeThree-ThreeThreeSaints- SaintsSainta , the icon plctorial-plctorialpictorial-pictorial-
lyplctoriallypictoriallycelebratescelebratea the rich spiritual-
and

spiritual-
and

spiritual
and historical tradition of thethe-
Kodiak

the-
KodiakKodiak people , and linksIinb themthem-

directly
them-

directlydirectly with the thousand yearyear-

old
year-

oldold monastic communities ofof-

Mount
of-

MountMount AthosAthas . Most important-
ly

importantimportant- ¬.-
ly the icon testifies to the enen-

during
en-

during
en-en¬-

during lovelow of the Native Peo-

ple
PeoPeo-Peo-

ple
-¬-

ple for two of the greatestgreatest-
men

greatest-
menmen in Alaskan history whosewhose-

accomplishmentJ
whose-

accomplishmentsaccomplishmentaccomplishmentJaccomplishments ! are soao oftenoften-

neglected
often-

neglectedneglected by academic historianshJstorianshJstorians-

but
historians-

butbut whose memorymemnry livesUves inin-

the
in-

thethe hearts of Aleuts , IndiansIndians-

and
Indians-

andand Eskimos throughout thethe-

state
the-

statestate : StSI.. Herman the Wonder-

worker
WonderWonder-¬.-

worker ,. and St ., Innocent , EnEn-

lightener
En-

tightener
En-En-.

tightenerlightener of the Aleuts .


