
Native Children Score Above AverAveragee On Tests
Native children aagedd threetluee totofIVefive years , attending the pre-

school
prepre-pre¬.-

theCookschool program run by the
CookAssociationInAssociationfnook Inlet Native Association
infn Anchorage scored above aver-
age

aver-
age

averaver-aver-aver¬-
ageInteligencetestson a battery of inteligence
tests administered in mid-MaymidMay-- .

completedTwenty-TwentyTwenty-sevenTwentysevenTwentyven---ven children compcomp--¬-

leted two or more of the follow-
Ing

follow-
ing

followfollow-¬-

ing nationally recognized intelli-
gence

intelli-
genoe

intelliintelli-¬-

gencegenoe tests : the Wechsler ,
the Slosson81ollOn , the Peabody PicPlIPic-PicPict-
une

-:¬'
turetufetune Vocabulary Test , the Draw-

Man
Draw-

Man
Draw-

Man
Draw-

a
Draw-Draw-

aBeeeryTest---ManMan Test and the BeeeryBeeery-
TestTest of Visual-MotorVisualMotor- Integra-

tion
Integra-

tion
IntegraIntegra-¬-

tion . On every test , the majormaJor-¬-
itymaJorityof the children showedshowed-

scores
showed-

scoresscores in the above aaverage oror-
superor

or-

superorfuperorsuperor ranges ..

The tests were administeredadministered-
through

administered-
throughthrough private contracts withwith-

three
with-

threethree school psychologists regu-

larly
regu-

larly
reguregu-¬-

larly employed by-bybythe- the Anchor-

age
Anchor-

age
AnchorAnchor-¬-

age School District .
The preschool is part ofoC thethe-

Saalcaaya
the-

SaakaayaSaakaayaSaalcaaya Child Care Center ,

whichwinch provides full-timefulltimeruD.llmeruDllme-. dayday-
care

day-
carecareagedsixfor sixty youngsters agedaged-
sixsix weeks to six yeanyemyears ,. hhishisf-
unded

isis-

fundedfunded by grants from thethe-
Office

the-
OfficeOffice of Indian Education inin-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington D.CDC. . and the John-
son

JohnJohn-¬.-
son O'MalleyOMalley'' Act ,, administered-
by

administeredadminlsteredadminlstered-
byby the Bureau of Indian Affairs ,
and by parent fees .

SaakaayaSaalcaaya is under the direc-
tion

direcduec-duecdirec-duec-
tion

-¬-

tion ofoC Native child care leaderleader-
Pauline

leader-
PaulinePauline HaDcettHalkettHackett.. Staff is A1asIc-
aNative

AlaskaA1asIcaAlaska-
NativeNative . Teaching methods andand-
discipline

and-
dtsclplinedisciplinedtsclpline are in the NativeNative-
tradItion

Native-
traditiontradition . Subject matter is thethe-
standard

the-
standardstandard preschool fare supple-
mented

supple-
mented

supplesupple-¬-

mented by a developing Alaska-
Native

A1asIca-
NaUve

AlaskaA1asIca
NativeNaUve Heritage CurriculumCwriculwn .

"""TheseThese test scores are extra-
ordinary

extra-
ordinary

extra-

ys

extra-extra-

ordinary andandveryvery exciting ,"
saysys Vivian Senungetuk , Cur-

riculum
Cut-

ulum
Cut-CutCurCur--.

riculum:ulum Developer for the prog-
ram

prog-
ram

prog-progprogprog-¬-
ram . """WeWe tested the cIu1dren-
for

childrencIu1drenchildren-
forfor general knowledge , vocabu-

lary
voabul-

ary
vocabuvocabu-voabu-voabu ¬-

lary , math concepts , artistic

ability and eye-handeyehand-- coordiicoordii-

tion
coordina-

tion
eoordina-

tion
eoordina-eoordinacoordina-coordina-

tion , andandonon every test the mama-
jority

ma-ma.-
jority ofofourour children scoredscored-
above

scored-
above

scored-
aboveabove average . The highesthighest-
scores

highest-
scores

highest-
scoresscores came in on the SlossonSiosson ,
the most verbal of the tests ."

""TheseThese""Theseresultsresults fly in thethe-
face

the-
faceface of conventional wisdomwisdom-
about

wisdom-
aboutaboutchildren"SenungeukNative children"Senunge-
tuk

cluldren"Senunge-
tuk

children"Senunge-children"SenungechildrenSenungecluldren"Senunge-cluldren"SenungecluldrenSenunge,"" -

tukuk! states . ""'""TheyThey chaUenchallengechallenge-
thethe stereotypes that Native chil-
dren

chil-
dren

chilchil-¬-
dren are non-verbalnonverbalnonverbalunderachi-- underachi-
evers

underachi-
evers

underachi-
evers

underachi-underachi -
eversevers,,, that Native children wiD-
not

will-
not

winwiDwill
not do very wenwell in school.."

'""WeWe may interpretinterpret the sconscoresscores-
as ;: :::r i:.as indicationsindicationinnateof innate intel-

ligence
intelintel-¬-

ligenceligenoe . OrOrwewe may see thethe-
influence

the-
influenceinfluence of home and schoolschool-

environment
school-

environmentenvironment upon the children'schildrenschildren's-
Intellectual

children's-
intellectual

'
intellectual development . EitherEither-
way

Either-
wayway , these excellentexoeUent scores areare-
good

.

good news for Native parents .
They provide evidence that Nat-
ive

Nat-
ive

NatNat-¬-

ive children have the capabili-
ty

apabrilt-
ty

capabilicapabili-apabrilt-apabrilt¬-
ty to excel in school.."

.

TheThechildrenchildrenchildren testedtestedatat Saa-
kaaya

Saa-
kaaya

Saa-Saa-

kaaya were notriot selected min anyany-
particular

any-
particularparticularparticularwayway . The psycholo-
gists

psycholo-psycholo -psychologistsgists simplyply tested thothose chil-
dren

chr-
dren

diil-

they

diil-diilchr-chrchil-chil!-

dren who were attendmgattending whenwhen-
they

when-
theythey came by on several after-
noons

after-
noons

afterafter-¬-

noons in May . ChildrenChrldren hahave-
been

haveveve-

beenbeen in the program fromCrom threethree-
months

three-
monthsmonths to two and a half years .

Family income forCor cIu1dren-
ranges

childrencIu1drenchildren-
rangesranges from vivery low to moder-
ate

moder-
ate

moder-moder-
ate ,. withWithanan qualCqual number oCofoC-

families
of-

familiesfamilies falhngfalling at each extreme .
There do not appear to be anyany-
correlatIons

any-
correlationscorrelatIons between test scoresscores-
and

scores-
andand economIC Cactorsfactors or lengthlength-
of

length-
ofof tunetime In the Saakaaya prog-
ram

progprog-.-
ram .

AccordingAccordmg to Senungetuk .,""TheThe"fhe key to understandingunderstandmg thesethese-
scores

these-
scores

.
scores may behe withWtth thethesecun-secun-
ty

securi-
ty

securi-secun-secunsecuri-¬-

ty and confidence that thethe-
children

the-
childrenchildren feelCeelCeelasfeelasas they movemove-
back

move-
backback and forth dailyda1Iy between aa-

Native
a-

NauveNativeNauve home and a Native pre-pre-

school They arc respected..vv pected andand-
allowed

and-
allowedallowed a Calrfair amountlount of free-
dom

Cree-

dom
free-

i

free-freeCree-Cree-
dom toi develop inm both places.. "-""

saysLead""I'mIm'' i really satisfiedsatisfied-satisfiedsatisfiedsays.,"- saisays
Lead Teacher Fran WilliamWillwnsWilliams ,
who has taught in the prograiprogram. .

forCorprogramCorprogramforthree years ""II1 didn'tdidnt' thinkthink-
the

think-
thethe kidskidswerewere payingpay'ngpayng' attention .

1I guess they can be WJgghng-
and

wigglingWJgghngwiggling-
andand jumpingJumpmg around but theythey-
are

they-
areare stillstillirstenmglistening "."'


