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Winnie Billy recrecallslIs the worry for her childrens ' future which prevented her from sleeping the night before . nillyBilly wonderowonders!. what their liveolives!. wilJwill hehe-
like

he-
likelike with the changes brought upon the land by ANCSA .
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A Tununak dog frolics by a frozen boat waiting for spring .
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Voices heard at village meetings

."'1/ tlzillkthink these meetings should be used to tell me your views . Some ofof-
you

of-
youyou may say tribal goverlll1lelltsgoverntnettts should be strengthened :; some of youyou-
may

you-
maymay say the corporations should be strengthened . Some may say thethe-
tribal

the-
tribaltribal governments should hold the land, Some will say the corporationscorporations-
should

corporations-
shouldshould hold tltethe lalldland.

"- Thomas Berger , speaking in TunullakTununak .

"WeWe"lyelye"" heard a lot of 11lOueymoney was going to comecame to the village , a mllliomillionmillion-
dollars

"
dollars. To thistuns date ., Inymy people back home never see a celltcent illin theirtheir-
Izands

their-
handsIzandshandshandsMichaelIzandsAIchaelunt.,

" -AI/chael//untAIchaelunt--MichaelMichael/ hunt// ., Kot/lckKotlckKptlick/ .,

"II"1 kind of questlouedquestioned tltethe act. I/owIowHow/ callcan a mallthan be livillgliving In Itlshis homehome-
and

home-
andand have a stranger cOlnecome in/" his house and say to him that jllstjust one cornercorner-
was

corner-
waswas hishisJohn''}' ""-JohnJohn- Kallukiak, Tununak .

"WeWe" diddidn'tdidnt, ; 'tt' know anything of corporations , we didn'tdidnt' own land . WeiVeW-
edidn't

iV-
edidn'tdidn'tdidnt' know how to keep records of property . But Congress passed tltethetlte-
law

the-
lawlaw and said , 'HereHere' Is your land , here is your money . . . this ishow.longhowlong/towiongtowiongistowiong/how.long-
it

towiong-
It

.

. .it is going to take ! ' Twenty years is not long enoughenoughPhillip. . . .
"-PhillipPhillip- Im-ImEm-EmEm-

monak
Im-

monak
-

monak , Emmonak .

liThe"TheThe" Native Claims Settlement Act does not really mean anything toto-
our

to-
ourour people . The U.SUS. . should acknowledge Russia never owned Alaska .

It'sIts' a piece ofpaper that could be burnedburnedSalnburnedSam.
"-SalnSaln-SamSam- George , Akiachak..

liThe"TheThe" meaning of tlzisthis last dance is those ducks,. when they swimswim-
they'rethey'retheyre' just diving down into the water . When they come up , theythey-

shake
they-

shakeshake off the waterMikewater .,
"-MikeMike-- fike Anga/akAngaakAngalak/ , Sr. , after performing a traditionaltraditional-

dance
traditional-

dancedance for Tom and Beverly Berger during their last nighttug/ittugit/ In TunllnakTununak .

"ItIt'"4It would be very nice if we all followed how things are done byby-
the

by-
thethe federal, not the state . We could form IRA governments . If we allall-
agreed

all-
agreedagreed to have one form of government , we would live in a moremore-

peaceful
more-

peacefulpeaceful waywayCarl.
"-CarlCarl- Flynn , Tununak .

"II"1 would like to explain that Native law should be respected . Some-SomeSome-

times
Some-

times

-

times GussuckGussuek puts seal on a paper :; that means respectful . Our ances-ancesanees-aneesance-
s"I

anees-

t
-

"II", t rs soaked the land with their blood , even their bones , so we couldcould-
make

could-
makemake our own lawlawPaul.

" -PaulPaul- John ., Tooksook Bay .

"II'"'/ feel that our generation is a lot different from our parents and fore-
fathers

fore-forefore-
fathers

-

fathers . . . . Our parents and forefathers lived off the land ., where we

right now depend 011on the modermodern" .' Dar/eneDareneDarlene/ W.H/ucW.HucW.HWHucWesthVcA( './ JllniorJunior at Emmull-EmmullEnnnnonEmmull-
ak

Ennnnon-
ak

, -

ak I/iglzIiglzhigh/ SchaolSchoolSchool-

"Hunger

.

HI/ungerHIunger"HungerHunger" / knows 110no law . I/ haJ'ehaJehave' taught mymj children to hUllthunt J1 toldtold-
them

told-
themthem 'ifif' you'reyoure' ever hungry , YOliyou forget whiteman'swhitemanswhiternan'swhiternans'' la\\lalawlarOll\" ' rOllYou feed-
yourself

feedfeed-
yourselfyourself ! '"'

'AlikeAlikeMike' Joe of St. farysMarys , who did flufnot testivtestify!: ., durillgduring a cig-cigcig-
aret

cig-
aret

--
aret break at the TummakTununak meeting .

HAfter"AfterAfter" their land, epcrytlzillgeverythingepcrytlzillgVas\VasVaswas\ taken awayaway The huffalohuffaloVas\VasVaswas\ gOllegonegOlle-
They

gone-
TheyThey were put in what to methe is cOllcentrationconcentration campcamps.' , but they wereticerewere-
called

ticer-
ecalledcalled something else . . . . WhenEl//tenElten/ I think of that , Jlicefeel! thatthatVe\VeVewe\ tile11w E.5ki-E.5kiEski-EskiE.5k-
imo

Eski-
mo

. --
mo , we were kind of lucky I thinkthinkAxel.

" -AxelAxel- JOhllSOIlJolunson of Emmonak , 'om-'omomcom-comcom-
paring

'om-
paring

(' -

paring ANCSA to Lower 48 reservations .

"JustJust" recently , allallofof a sudden , Il heard about J199199/9999and/ and itJits' issues'islle'iisllei.' .' WhyiU/tviUtvWhy-
did

iUtv-
did

/
did not SOlneOllesomeone consult us before doing thist/ttstttsthis99/ /99991991/ },'} . ,. Our ancestors ,

our Elders , died happy . Right now , if I/ had to die 1/1wouldwould behe fullfullofofof-
worries

of-
worriesworries for mmy children'schildrens' future . If I1 die 'lOWlOWnow' , maybe JI would have toto-
pay

to-
paypay for the land IIwouldwould be buried in , too ! " Rose Charlie , Tununak .,

"WithoutWithout" our knowledge , the land has been sold for a few milliollmillionmillioll-
dollars

million-
dollarsdollars . . . Whatilhat good will that do ? Because of that money , we are illinill-

danger
in-

dangerdanger of losing our land and future for our children . . . . / seen peoplepeople-
in

j

in the Regional Corporation talking about money . They seemed to bebe-
happyhappy . I1 don'tdont' go for that . I don'tdont' receive a penny of that money . I/I-
wouldwould like to know who accepted that money when it was offeredoffered-
without

11-

withoutwithout talking to me firstfirstAlatlziasfirst-MathiasfirstMathias! "'-AlatlziasAlatlzias- Johnson , TUllu1lakTununak .
I

"ThereThere"" were some people in Alaska at that time who said Alaska Na-

lives

Na-NaNa-

tives

- !

tiveslives shouldn'tshouldnt' receive anything . Zero . No land , no money.. That'sThatsThat's-

what

' ;

what happened , andandweandwe'rewe'rewerewe 'rere' Izerehere to consider how it has worked out for {

you , and to face t/zesetzesethese/ J199199 J issuesissuesThomas.
" Thomas-Thomas- Berger . J11-

"Why"WhyWhy" go to the hearing ?.' The land , the oil , thatthat'sthatss' what youyou guys areare-
after

are-
afterafter , isn'tisnt' it ? You want to take over everything . I/ was in San Francis-FrancisFrancisIFrancis-
co

-
I

co , and everything was pavement.. You couldn'tcouldnt' even touch the ground .
'

That'sThats' what you want.. AleMe , Il want the land to stay like it is , no changes .

."
\,

A young man about 30.1010. years oldoldranging, hanging/rangingranging/ out in the Que Ball Pool HallHall-

"He

.
:

I

"HeHe" said land is to be shared by everyone . Land is like the air thatthat-
is

\
is breathed by everyone , land is like the sun that slzinesshines down allon e'ery-e'eryeeryevery-everye'ery-
one everyievery-
one

). ' - i

one , land is like the rainmin that falls on everyone ., Andrew"Andrew." Kelley of Em-EmEm-
monak

Em-
monk

-

monakmonk , explaining difficulties encountered in convincing allan Elder tutoto-
file

;
file for a I60-acreI60acre16Oacre- Native Allotment before the final deadline passed ininII

1971.. ;

'DearDear"Dear'"' Elders , you are special because you teach us to dance , drumdrumIdrum-
and

drum-
andand hUllthunt . You watch seals . You teach us Eskimo words . Lo'eLoeLove).' :; He/ellHeellHelen/ ,

I

\

JfarciaMarcia , Phyllis , Phillip , Leonard Jr . , Roxanne , Eric , Phillip K . , Charles , 7

Frank , Philip Jr . , Teddy .,

"" Poster displayed at the EmmollakEmmonak hearings ,
l

from thethefirstgradefirst grade . t,

HI"1 did learn quite a bit myself. I had a heck of a time in earlier days .

,

I1 can'tcant' even know what they'retheyre' talking about whenw/tenwten/ they say Alaska Na-NaNa-
live

Na-
tive

-
,

livetive Claims Settlement Act., This was the first limetime wewe- 'vewe-ve'J'eJe' ' been able to
.'

talk illin our own language . I think a lot of people learned fromfront it. "PeterPeter"Peter-
Moore

." PeterPeter-
JlooreJlooreMoore of Emmonak , cOJnmclltingcommenting on the hhearings

.
ariJlgs .

."ItIt"'ItIt' seems to me my people have gOllegore from the stoncstone age right intointo-
the

into-
thethe twentieth century , In less thallthan 100 years , they have had to gogo-
through

go-
throughthrough dnlgsdnigs, alcohol , and city gogovernmentsJ'eTlZmelltsJeTlZmellts'

. Sometimes I1 dOll'tdOlltdon'tdont' kllowknowkllow-
how

know-
howhow they can take it. You people had the benefit of centuries , ourour-
people

our-
peoplepeople the matlermatter ofa few yearsyearsXavier.

" -XavierXavier- Joseph , AlakallukAlakanuk..

"WeWe" need to hold on to the lifestyle of our ancestorsanccestors , because throught/troughttroughthrough-
tit

ttrough-
them

/
titthemem , we\ e are here .

"- Thomas Jumbo , IRA preside"tpresidetpresident" , .VightlnuteVightlnuteNighttnute. ..

"ThereThere" were 110no documents written down because we don'tdontdon ', write . "-ItItVas\VasVaswas\ illin tlzethe Elders ' heads . The Elders lead us always fromfrom wrong toto-
right

to-
rightright. We need to haJ'ehaJehave' and hold our lifestyle frolJlfrom our ancestvrsancestors ." '


