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Bill would reduce electricity costs
In response to numerous comcom-com-

plaints

.-

plaints from constituents , Sens .

John Sackett and Frank FerguFergu-Fergu-
son

.-
. son have introduced legislationlegislation-

that
legislation-

thatthat will help reduce the cost ofof-
electricity

of-
electricityelectricity to rural consumersconsumers-
who

consumers-
whowho reside in communities thatthat-
are

that-
areare not participating in the powpow-pow-
er

.-

er cost assistance program .

.'BasicallyBasically"Basically"' , our bill seeks toto-
clarify

to-
clarifyclarify existing state'lawstatelawstate 'law to allowallow-

the

allow-

thethe consumers themselves to pe-pepe-

tition

pe -

titiontitian the Alaska Power Au-AuAu-

thority
Au-

thority

-

thority (APA ) for utility costcost-

assistance

cost-

assistanceassistance ," Sackett said today .

"UnderUnder" current law , only the-
owner

thethe-
ownerowner of a utility may peti-petipeti-

tion

peti-

tion

--
tion APA for such assistance ..

Through this legislation , Sen .

Ferguson and I hope to create aa-

mechanism

a-

mechanismmechanism
'' which puts the pe-pepe-

tition
pe-

tition

--
tition process and program on aa-

more
a-

moremore equal footing ,"," Sackett-
explained

SackettSackett-
explainedexplained .,

Under Senate Bill 376 , thethe-
APA

the-
APAAPA must consider a petitionpetition-

for

petition-

forfor service from the consumer ifif-
at

if-
atat least 2S25 percent of a utilityutility-
company's

utility-
company'scompany'scompanys' customers sign thethe-
petition

the-
petitionpetition and if thetheutility-utilityutility- inin-

question
in-

questionquestion is regulated by thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Public Utilities Com-ComCorn-CornCom-

mission

Corn-

mission

-

missionmission--.
mission"Once

"OnceOnce" the power authority

determines a petition to be validvalid-

and
valid-

andand that the customers are en-enen-

titled

en -.

titled to receive power cost asas-asas-

sistance

.-

sistance , it will pass this finanfinan-

cial

.

cial assistance on to the utilityutility-

which

utility-

whichwhich , in turn , must pass thethe-
savings

the-
savings

""
savings along to its customer ,

Sackett explained .

'

"OnOn" the whole , Senator FerFer-FerFer-
guson

-.
guson and I believe that this ii-

bill

,

biBbillbiBwillbillwillwill go a long way towardtoward-
easingeasing the burden of high utilutil-utilutil-
ity

-.
ity costs to rural residents andand-
bring

and-
bringbring the rates closer to thethe-

lower

the-

lowerlower rates that exist in otherother-

parts

other-

partsparts of Alaska .,"


