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Not always thankful
To TIleThe Editor :,

I read the article Susan HenryHenry-

wrote

Henry-

wrotewrote about education in thethe-
Bush

the-
BushBush. The impression I1 got fromfrom-
her

from-
herher response was that she exex-exex-

pected

.-

pected the Natives to be grate .

ful for everything the caucasiancaucasian-
society

caucasian-
societysociety has ever done to us andand-
for

and-
forfor us .

Being a Native , I have heardheard-
so

heard-
soso many horrible stories aboutabout-
how

about-
howhow my people the InupiaqsInupiaqs-
were

Inupiaqs-
werewere treated by the caucasians '
so-calledsocalled-- goodness .

When the caucasians came wewe-

passively

we-

passivelypassively allowed them to set upup-
a

up-
aa whole new system . Even whenwhen-
they

when-
theythey immediately began treating

Bill aims at sexual assault
To the Editor :

Recent publicity surroundingsurrounding-
incidents

surrounding-
incidentsincidents of sex abuse of chilchil-chilchil-

dren

-.
dren have emphasized that manymany-

people

many-

peoplepeople in OUr state are not yetyet-
aware

yet-
awareaware of or have only limitedlimited-
knowledge

limited-
knowledgeknowledge of a law I sponsoredsponsored-
duiing

sponsored-
duringduiingduring the last legislative sessionsession-
that

session-
thatthat al10wsallows agencies who workwork-
with

work-
withwith children to offer a greatlygreatly-
increased

greatly-
increasedincreased level of safety toto-
those

to-
thosethose who are entrusted to theirtheir-
care

their-
carecare .

House Bill 375315 was passedpassed-
and

passed-
andand became Chapter 66 of thethe-

Session

the-

SessionSession Laws of Alaska , 1983 .

This law makes changes in 1i't1e1it1eTitle
'

12 of the Alaska Statutes ththatthat-
allow

tt-
allowallow agencies that worwork withwith-
children

with-
childrenchildren to learnteam . whether em-emem-

ployees
em -.

ployees , present or prospprospectiveprospective-
including

ctive '

including(( volunteers ) , have aa-
history

a-
historyhistory of convictions for sexsex-
crimes

sex-
crimescrimes or " crimes :1gainst1gainstagainst: chil-chilchil-
dren

chil-
dren

-,.

,
dren .

'

To obtain the information , apap-apap-
plication

-

plication 'mustmust' be made to thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska\AlaskaAlaskaState\: State Troopers , who havehave-
instructions

have-
instructionsinstructions and application

. fonnsforms . IrIt ' is necessary that thethe-
fingerprints

the-
fingerprintsfingerprints of the applicant oror-
employee

or-
employeeemployee be provided to pre-prepre-
clude

-.

cludeelude cases of
'

mistaken iden .

tity , assumedassumednamesnames , etc . TwoTwo-
sets

Two-
setssets of fingerprints are needed ,

in order that infomlationinformation can

us like inferior human beings .

This in fact , why only very re .

cently have you ( the caucasians )
given the black people theirtheir-
freedomfreedom with the civil rightsrights-
movement

rights-
movementmovement . And to tooton it off .-.

only when they openly rebelled .

We did not have a minorityminority-
system

minority-
systemsystem like they did . We had nono-
need

no-
needneed for itit.. When my forefathersforefathers-
sawsaw how the caucasians behaved ,

running around in the hills looklook-look-

ing

.-

ing for gold it was unsettling . WeWe-

knew
We-

knewknew a very strong change waswas-

coming

was-

comingcoming .

Some of our people werewere-
claimed

were-
claimedclaimed by caucasian diseases. InIn-
Canada

In-
CanadaCanada , almost all the Inuit were

be obtained from the . FBI onon-
convictions

on-
convictionsconvictions in another state oror-
locale

or-
localelocale .

Questions of whether the co-coco-
operation

co-
operation

--
operation of job pplicantsapplicants inin-
obtaining

in-
obtainingobtaining the desired informa-informainforma-
tion

-

tionlion (ee.geg.g . , submission of finger-fingerfinger-
prints

-.

prints ) can be made a condition-

of
condition '

ofofemploymentemployment , and whetherwhether-

failure
whetherwhether-

failurefailure to utilize this procedureprocedure-
could

procedure-
couldcould result in civil liability ififaif-
child

if-
child

a

child was molested by an em-emem-
ployee

m .-

ployee with a record of convic-convicconicconvic-
tions

-.

tions should be referred to anan-
attorney

an-
attorneyattorney .

, However , legal counsel has ad-adad-
vised

ad -.

vised me that the answers toto-
both

to-
bothboth questions are probably af-afofaf-
finnatve

off-

rrmatjve
-

, finnatvefrrmatjve{ , and I am informedinformed-
that

informed-
thatthat somesonic attorneys 'representingrepresenting'representing-
school

'

representing-
schoolschool bboardsards haveh ve advIsed theirtheir-
clien

their-
clientsclienclientss ththatt failure to

"

requestrequestarequest-

records
request aa-

recordsrecords check mightnight increase aa-

dist
a-

districtsdistdistrictsrietrietVsVs exposureexposure to civil lia-lialia-
bility

ha
.

-.

bility .

There are adequate safeguardssafeguards-
built

safeguards-
builtbuilt into the procedures toto-
preclude

to-
precludepreclude abuses of the law andand-
the

and-
thethe privacy of individuals by pperr-rr-
sons

-
'

sons not having a bona fide needneed-
forfor the information .

Newspaper articles on thethe-
topic

the-
topictopic indicated that an AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

.-

age School . District personnelpersonnel-
official

personnel-
officialofficial stated they did not excx-cx.-

destroyed .

I am a descendant of thosethose-
people

those-
peoplepeople who to this day mou'rnmournmournmourn-
their

'

, their way of life which willwill-

never
will-

nevernever again be . I cannot speakspeak-
my

speak-
mymy language fluently becausebecause-
my

because-
mymy people were forbidden toto-
speak

to-
speakspeak Inupiaq . I have heard thatthat-
some

that-
somesome were even killed .

We young Natives can not in .

teract with you caucasians butbut-
look

but-
looklook at the price . RememberRemember-
this

Remember-
thisthis , when we stumble alongalong-

sometimes

along-

sometimessometimes .

Sincerely ,

Margaret Smith ,
Selawik

pectpest to utilize the proceduresprocedures-
authorized

procedures-
authorizedauthorized by this law ; butbut-
instead

but-
insteadinstead would continue the pres .

ent practice ofof"skingofsking. asking" applicantsapplicants-
whether

applicants-
whetherwhether they have a record of

. such convictions . The large numnum-numnum-
ber

-.
ber of applicatiapplicationsns (some 2,700)27002,700)-
were

2,700)-
were

, )
were cited as the . reason for notnot-
iIripleme'nting

not-
implementingiIripleme'ntingiIriplementingimplementing'

this program .
My feeling in this regard isis-

that
is-

thatthat thisthischeck-checkcheck
-

would need toto-
be

to-
bebe made only for finalists , andand-
this

and-
thisthis would not present any sigsig-sig-
nificant

.-
nificant problems . A person de-dede-
vious

de -.

vious enough to have intentionsintentions-
ofof exploitingexploitingchildrenclldren would cer-
tainly

cer-cercer-
tainly

-

tainly have no scruples against
falsifyingagainstfalsifyingan application form .
I see no reason why we shouldshould-
rely

should-
relyrely on such an answer when wewe-
have

we-
havehave 'aa' reliable means of ascer-ascerascer-
taining

ascer-
taining

-

taining for ourselves whether aa-
person. person hhshass such a record .

I believe this law will greatJygreatly
'.' enhenh-'lnceenh-lncehce the safety and securitysecurity-

of
security-

ofofofourour children , as well as in .

crease the peace ofofmindmind ofof-
parents

of-
parentsparents and school officials'; par .

ticularlytitularly so since incidents ofof-
sexual

of-
sexualsexual abuse of children seem toto-
be

to-
bebe increasing rapidly .

Ramona LI, . BarnesBarnes-
Majority

Barnes-
MajorityMajority House Leader


