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Late last month , the UnitedUnited-

States.StatesStates., Senate passed a veryvery-

crucial'CrucialCrucial'. piece of legislation : TheThe-

"Comprehcnsive
The-

"Comprehensive"ComprehensiveComprehensive"ComprehcnsiveComprehcnsive" AlcoholAl ohol AbuseAbuse-
and

Abuse-
andand Alcoholism Prevention ,

TreatmentTreatmcnt ,, and RehabilitationRehabilitation-
ActAct of 1974 ." Don'tDont' be scaredscared-
by

scared-
byby the long title -- really , whatwhat-
the

what-
thethe billdoesbilldocsbill

,. ,does isis.provideisprovide..,.provideprovide.
,
federalfederal-

'assistance'assistanceassistance'< to combat alcoholism .,

IMPORTANT TO ALASKAALASKA-
Alcoholism

ALASKA-
Alcoholism

ALASKA-
AlcoholismAlcoholism is a major threatthreat-

among
threat-

amongamong Alaskans - our rate is farfar-

above
far-

aboveabove the national average , withwith-
at

with-
atat least 20,00020000, Alaskans labeledlabeled-
asas alcohol abuseabusersrs .

It'sIts' difficult to determinedeterm.lnedetermlnedeterrr.ne thethe-

actual
the-

actualactual numbernlfmber of AlaskansATaskansATaskan-
sstricken

Alaskans-
strickenstricken with this disease . There'sTheresTherThere's-
no

'ss's-

no

'

no clear dividing line betweenbctweenbctween-
the

between-
thethe heavy user and the confirmedconfirmed-
alcoholic

confirmed-
alcoholicalcoholic .

ALCOHOL-ALCOHOLALCOHOLRELATEDALCOHOL-RELATEDALCOHOLRELATED- RELATEDRELATED-
TRAFFIC
ALCOHOLRELATEDTRAFFIC
TRAFFIC DEATHS ININ-

OUR
IN-

OUR
IN-

OUROUR STATESTATE-
One

STATE-
One

STATE-
OneOne good indication , though ,

can be found in the number ofof-

deaths
of-

deathsdeaths on our highways thatthat-

involve
that-

involveinvolve drinking.. In Alaska ,

most of our traffic fatalities cancLlncLl-
nbe

can-

bebe attributed to drunkennessdrunkcnness .
'.

LookLookatat Anchorage . About
8080809'08090%%' of the auto deaths in ourour-

city
our-

citycitycitywerewere alcoholalcoholrelatedrelated . InIn-

Fairbanks
In-

FairbanksFairbanks ,, the rate is even moremore-
amazing

more-
amazingamazing - closedose to 100 % !

ONE CAUSE : BOREDOMBOREDOM-
One

BOREDOM-
One

BOREDOM-
OneOne reason why the rate ofof-

alcoholism
of-

alcoholismalcoholism is so high in AlaskaAlaAlaska-

is

kaka-

isis our weather and our scatteredscattered-
population

scattered-
populationpopulation .

During those long winterwinter-
months

winter-
monthsmonths , living out in the bushbush-

can
bush-

cancan become a pretty tedioustedious-
thing

tedious-
thingthing . Some resort to liquor toto-

get

to-

getget through the cold days . AllAl-
ltoo

Al-
ltootoo often , the results are fatal..

HUMAN TRAGEDYTRAGEDY-
Nationally

TRAGEDY-
Nationally

TRAGEDY-
NationallyNationally , alcoholism takestakes-

aa heavy toll . About 9 millionmillion-
Americans

million-
AmericansAmericans are alcohol abusers !

But these 9 millionmillfon victims , inin-

in

in-

inin turn , affect the lives of 4040-

million
40-

millionmillion others ,, including theirtheir-

own
their-

ownown children .

The human suffering is ter¬.,

ribleriblc . Probably half of thethe-

killings
the-

killingskillings in the country areare-

alcohol.related
are-

alcoholrelatedalcohol-relatedalcoholrelatedalcohol.relatedalcoholrelated-. ; one-thirdonethird- of thethe-

suicides
the-

suicidessuicides occur afteraftcr a drinkingdrinking-

bout
drinking-

bout .bout..
The highway toll is staggering

- about half the nation'snations' traffictraffic-
deaths, deaths are alcohol-relatedalcoholrelated- ,

costing about 25,00025000, lives everyevery-
year

every-
yearyear !

NON-SELECTIVENONSELECTIVENON.SELECTIVENONSELECTIVE-. DISEASEDISEASE-
Alcoholism

DISEASE-
Alcoholism

DISEASE-
AlcoholismAlcoholism is an "acrossacross" thethe-

board
the-

boardboard " disease , striking rich andand-

poor
and-

poorpoor , Native and whitew/1itew1ite/ , alike .

One proven weapon , thoughthollgh, , isis-

alcohol
is-

alcoholalcohol education .

EDUCATIONEDUCATtoN ANDAND-
COMMUNITYBASED

AND-
COMMUNITYBASEDCOMMUNITY-BASEDCOMMUNITYBASED-
COMMUNITYBASEDTREATMENT

TREATMENTTREATMENT-
TheThe Senate alcoholism bill ,

places a strongstronstrongemphasis& emphasis on eduedu-edu-

.cation

edu-

cation
¬-

cation.cation. . The bill wouldwouldauthorizeauthorize .

5175$175175$ million for education andand-

counseling
and-

counselingcounseling and wouldwouldsetset up aa-

national
a-

nationalnational Alcohol , Drug Abuse ,

and Mental Health AdministraAdministra-Administra-
tion

¬.-

tion ,

The approach which wewe-

adopted
we-

adoptedadopted on thsi measure isis-

communitybased
is-

communitybasedcommunity-basedcommunitybased- .. It would perper-per-

mit
per-

mit
¬-

mit $200200$ million in directdirect-
Federal

direct-
FederalFederal aidaidaidtoto communityf9mmunity propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

-¬

grams and to statesstates wSichwiichw'ifchwifch' treattreat-
alcoholism

treat-
alcoholismalcoholism as a community propro-pro-

blem
¬.-

blem .

Under this legislation , whichwhi hh-

II co-sponsoredcosponsored- alongalng? with Sen'a-Sen'aSenaSena-Sen'a-

tor
Sena-

tor

' -.

tor Huges of Iowa , Senator'SenatrSenatr'SenatrK-

ennedy
' Senatr-

Kennedy
?

Kennedy of Massachusetts , andafldand
22 other Senators , Alaska'sAlaskas' shareshare-

of
shaleshale-

ofof federal fundsf\lndsflnds\ could amountamountamount-

to
amount-

toto as much at $300,000300000$ , .

REHABILITATION
REHABILITATIONPROGRAMS ,

'

PROGRAMSPROGRAMS-
This

PROGRAMS-
This

PROGRAMS-
ThisThis bill meets the alcohojlalcohqlalcoholalcohql-

problem
alcohol-

problemproblemmethodforby developing methodsmethods-
for

method
for prevention and treatmenttreatmen }

rather than the usual "locklock" 'enen'en1en1'en1-

up

'e",)

withioutup" approach . Jail terms withrwith-withwithiwith-

out
-

out treatment areareIarepractically'practicallypracticallyI''practicalllpracticalll'practicalll-
worthless

practically-
worthless

)
worthless .

To make sure that treatmenttreatment-
isis availableavaiJabl , the bill states thatthat-
alcoholics

that-
alcoholicsalcoholics "shallshall" not be disdis-dis-

criminated
dis-

criminated
¬-

criminated against " in hospitalhospital-
admissions

hospital-
admissionsadmissions or treatment..

SENATE PASSAGE , HOUSEHOUSE-
AND

HOUSE-
ANDAND PRESIDENTIALPRESIDENTIAL-

ACTION
PRESIDENTIAL-

ACTIONACTION AWAITEDWAITEDAWAITED-
The

AAWAITED-
The

WAITED-
TheThe Senate has already agreedagreed-

onon the measure . The House ofof-

Representatives
of-

RepresentativesRepresentatives willwlw \ll\ , I predict ,

pass the bill overwhelmingly .

That leaves it up to thethe-

President
the-

PresidentPresident..

Despite the fact that WhiteWhite-

House
White-

louseHouselouse[ spokesmen testifiedtestified-
agamst

testified-
againstagainstagamst thetile bill last year , 1II-

honestly
I-

honestlyhonestly cannot see any justijusti-justi-
fiable

¬.-

fiable grounds for continuedcontinued-
Presidential

continued-
PresidentialPresidential opposition . HumanHHuman-
lives

manman-

liveslives areare at stake here .

Pe MrMe.. Nixon'sNixons'Perhapshaps opposiopposi-opposi-
tion

¬'-
tion willwillsoftensoften , once helie realizesrealIlerealizes-

thethe need for this measure andand-

the
and-

thethe bipartisan support that itit-

receIved

it-

receivedreceived in the Senate .,

As a cosponsor of this bill , 1II-

strongly

I-

stronglystrongly support it as a sign ofofaof-

total
of-

total
a

total commitment by the governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment to attack a long-neglectedlongneglectedlong.neglectedlongneglected-. ,

ofte.iofteiofte.1ofte1ofter., misunderstood problem .


