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At the recent DemocraticDem6cratic Central Committee ConCon-Con-

vention
Con-

vention
¬-

vention inin'FairbanksinFairbanks'

Fairbanks , StateStateStateeStateeSen' Sen . Willie Hensley ( D-Kotze-DKotzeDKotze-
bue

DKotze-
bue

DKotze-
bue

- -

,
bue ) 'issueissue'issuedissued

'

issued, l<; a challengedchallenge-tochallengeto-chall ng _ to Jacklack Coghill , chairmanthaimthaimanchairmanan of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska State Republican Party , to "cleanclean" up"" his politics .

The challenge was the result of a
, recent article in thethe-

Anchorage
thth-

Anchorage
e.

.

Anchorage Daily News in which
'.

Coghill called Gov .

William A . Egan aaHname"namenameHname" , " Hensley said .

The senatorsenatCir did not mention what the ', "namename" " waswas-

because
was-

becausebecause , as he explained to a reporterrepQrter later , he assumedassumed-
most

assumed-
mostmost people in Fairbanks had seen the article . What thethe-

GOP
the-

GOPGOP chairmanchainnan called the governor is hotho't' the issue, here .

The important thing is that Hensley put himself on0/101/ recordrecord-
asas beingbtting against name-callingnamecalling- . We are proud that a NativeNative-
legislator

Native-
legislatorlegislator has sounded the .firstfirst. first alarm in this campaigncampaign-
against

campaign-
againstagainst such tactics .

The time is at hand for voters to looklookaskanceaskance atat-

politicians
at-

politicianspoliticians who base their bids '. for re-electionreelectionfe-electionfe- on howhow-

"bad
how-

"bad"badbad" " the other guy is . Democrats and Republicans havehave-

long
have-

longlong done this to one another as wellweJl as to themselves .

But an incumbent'sincumbents'' performance in office is somethingssomething-
that

methingmething-
thatthat the mature voter is obligatedQ.bligatedQbligated. to make a judgment onOlon-

himselfhimself . The voter should not have to rely on an opposingopposing-
candidate

opposingopposing-
candidatecandidate whose views often are prejudiced by his ambiambi-ambi-

tions
ambi-

tions
¬-

tions . LegitimateLeg timatejtimatejfactsupported, fact-supportedfactsupported- charges by one candicandi-candi-
date

candi-
date

¬-

date against another are essential to our political process ,

but empty , rhetorical accusations have had their day .,

The events of Watergate have put voters in a stern ,

no-nonsensenononsense- framefr me of mind . Personal claims to morality'

- as opposed to someone else'selses' immorality - are notnot-

what
not-

whatwhat the people w-wwntwmtwent,:- nt to hear . Let incumbents and would-wouldwould-
be

would-
be

would-
be

-

be incumbents demonstratedemollstrate virtue by their acts ',, not theirtheir-
tongues

.

, tongues . Natives , especially , are faced with problems andand-

challellg
and-

challengeschallengeschallellgs of every sort.. They cannot afford the artificialartificial-
eloquence

artificial-
eloquenceeloquence now beginning to surface in the political concon-con-

ventions
con-

ventions.They
¬-

ventionsventions.TheyventionsThey. ,. They need leaders with answers and effectiveeffective-
approaches

effective-
approachesapproaches to the challenges ahead .

<

AsAsaa powerful voting block in Alaska today , it isis-

incumbent
is-

incumbentincumbent upon Natives to take an incisive look intointo-
what

into-
whatwhat the candidates really stand for , not just what theythey-
say

they-
saysay they stand for . Native voters should be wary of thethe-

candidate
the-

candidatecandidate whoW lO spends tootQO much time putting down hishis-

opponent
his-

opponentopponent ,, ratherrather than coming up with genuine solutionssolutions-
toto Native problems .


