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"

Natives to Perform atat-

D.C's
at-

D.C'sD.C'sD.CsDCs. .' Kennedy CenterCenterSpc'-

cial

CenterSpe-

cial .
( Spc'cialSpccialSPC'CItISPCCItISpecial' : to theIhe TundraT'unJraTunJra' Times.tll1iCtll1iC( )

Byy BETZ1BETZI WOODMANWOODMA-

NTwo

WOODWOODMA-

NTwo

1AN

Two AlaskaAla ka Methodist University .studentsstudents.tudenhtudenh.!. with NativeNative-
background

Native-
backgroundbackgroundbackgroundareare helping to tell Alaska'sAlaskasAla\ka'sAlaka'skas\ ' storyi\toryitory\ with wordword-

and
word-

andand musicintisic in the nation'snationsnation ''., capitol'apitolapitol(' andamIantiantionon011 world-wideworldwideworldwide-
broadcas

worldwide-
broadcast

-

broadcastbroadcast .

As members of the castca-tcat-; of the .ward-wimting.wardwimting.wardwardwimting.ward-winning.wardwinningwinning...ward-winnini.wardwinnini.wardwardwinnini. - ? drama
'SongSong"Song"Songof'"" ofof the GreatGre&ltGreltGredt& LandLIIlI.! .,:"'
BarbaraBarbard Purdy . Fairbanks-bornFairbanksbornFalrbanhornFairbanks-hornhornFalrban " -hornhorn- ,.

andatdalJq) , Jim DybdahlDybdahlofof lloonahlIoonJhIloonah .

will perform inn threetinctthret;, shows in1111-
11Washington

in-

WashingtonWashington ,. D C thistlm weekwcekwcek-

April( April 15-20)1520)201520)-
Because

- ) .,
Because the originalorigtnal workwork-

written
work-

writtenwritten and directed by AMU'sAMUs'

drama professor Frank BrinkBrink-
was

Brink-
waswas chosen one of the country'scountryscountry's-
ten

'

ten best productions in thethe-

American
the-

AmericanAmerican College Theatre FesFes-Fes-

tival
Fes-

tival
¬-

tival comoetitioncompetition . "SoneSone"SongSong"SoniaSonia"" of thethe-
Great

the-
GreatGreat Land " appeared at thethe-

Kennedy
the-

Kennedy
the-

Kennedy
-

Kennedy Center forfor-Ih-
e

fo-
r

Ih-
e

the PerformPerform-Perform-
ing

Perform-
ing

¬-

ing Arts April 1616-

Senator
16-

Senator
16-

SenatorSenator Ted Stevens willwill-

welcome
will-

welcomewelcome the audience to10 the

matineematlnclmat rice' performanceperlormancepertortnance in ihetheIhe-

concert
the-

concertconcert hall1t,11I1t11I1t,11II1lJe, whose\\I1lJ\eI1lJe\\ \ 27002727U_ (](]) sealsw.thwthseatsw.th.-

In
seats-

are
.

.ireireare.InIn. sold() Id outout-

Punng
out-

Dunng
out-

DuringPunngDunngDuring thethc KennethKennelKenn l )} perper-per-

lormJfJce
per-

formance
¬-

formancelormJfJce , the showhO\\hOhOwill\\ will behehe-

coveredcoveredovered!; b\bh\hhsbVoicehVOIle\- VoiceVOIleVince: olofct, AmericaArncrlCAmerica-
for

.!
for bothholh Higlishl lJgJhnghsh! , .indind.wJwJand. foreignforclgnforclgn-
Imguge

foreign-
languagelanguageImguge: .! broadcastsbroadcasts-

That
hfldcabroadcasts-

That
).! 1\1\1-

ThatThat nightflight the( he group willwill-

perform
", illill-

performperform at.1111. the Ndtion.ilNdtionilNltmn.tlNltmntlNationalNltmn.tl-
Women

National-
Women's

, .

Women'sWomensWomen\WomenWomenDemocratic'\ Democratic ClubClubandandand-

on
and-

onon AprilApnl INII18{ a; i specialpcclal showingshowlrlg
will be given inHI thethc SmithsonianSl11Ithsof1lmSl11Ithsof1lm-
In

Smithsonian-
Institution's

,

Institution'sInstitutionsIn <; 1 Itution '\ prestigiouspre t IglOlb SpencerSpencer-
FF . Baird Auditorium in111fit theIheIhe-

Mu
the-

MuseumMuseumMu eum of NaturalNaturallllHistorytry() ' BuilBull-BullBuil-Bull-

dlllg
Buil-

ding
¬-

dingdlllg . .

Barbara ,. a junrorjunIOr at;it11 AMUAMU-

majoring
AMU-

majoring and literalitera-litera-
ture

litera-
ture
majoring inIII geology ¬-

ture , is cast as a reader in thethe-

dramadramarama which is in the form ofof-

a

of-

aa symphonic tone poem .

Among the severalseyeral partspart sheshe-

plays
hehe-

playsplays in this poetic historyhistoryofofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska is an Athabascan girlgiftgirlinin11111-

1the

in-

thethe moving love story with aa-

worker
a-

workerworker on the AlcanAkan . Barbara'sBarbarasBarbara's-
own

Barbara's-
own

'

own heritage has AthabascanAthabascan-
roots

Athabascan-
rootsroots .

.

"I'mIm"'' not much into theatretheatre-
oror drama ," says the lovely talltal-
lbflnette

tall-

brunettebrunettebf\lnettebflnette\ . "I'mIm"'' not really inin-inin-

terested
in-

terested
¬-

terested , but this has just got toto-

be
to-

bebe the neatest thing I ever did .

I never tried it before . . . it'sitsit's-

wonderful
it's-

wonderful ''wonderful what you can do withwith-
your

.
your voice .

". -

As Barbara talks , animationanimatIOn-
lights

animation-
lightslights her face with the samesame-

inspiring
same-

inspiringinspiring jlowglow that makes herher-

performance
her-

performanceperformance in "SongSong" " so out-outout-

Continued

out-

Continued

out-

Continued

-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



.

- Song
,

og of'of' Great LandL rid . . ;

,( Continued from PSaoPageP go 1)1)

standing .
-

"TheThe"rherhe" play is fantastic ," sheshe-

c
she-

continuescontinuesc ntinues . "I'mIm" ' glad OutsidersOutsidOutsiders-
will

rsrs-

willwill getget to tastet ste a little of whatwhat-
it'g

'

itiit'gitg('$ 'ikeikelike' to be AlaskanAlasJ-anAlasJanAlaslran.- . This isis-

real

is-

realreal .
"'

. . I thinkhil1k( it'sits' great.. It'sItsIt's-

about
It's-

about
'

about time something like thisthis-

was
this-

waswas done . You can read books ,

but , it'sits' never portrayedportrayportrayedsoddsososo-

poignantly
so-

poignantly
.

poignantly . You dpn'tdpntdqn'tdqnt' walkwalk-

awayaway.WayWay:!. depressed . " ' .

;
BarbaraBatbraBatb ra was ?adopteddoptedadopted -, inin-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks when sheshyshywaswas five byby-

the
by-

thethe late Fred Purdy and his wife .

She was the last of ten whomwhom-
that

whom-
thatthat unusual family adoptedadoptedandandand-

raised
and-

raisedraised mostly at the gold minesmines-
in

inesines-

inIn Chicken where Purdy , son$ononofof ',

an Eskimo mother undand a Bos-BosBos-

tertian
Bos-

tonian
Bos-

tonian
-

tertiantonian father , had placer andavidand-

lode
avid-

lodelode mines . . . "thethe" only lodelode-
mines

lode-
minesmines for hundreds of miles . "

. Because shesite "grewgrew" up" withwith-
geology

with-
geologygeology , Barbara says , "itit" seemsseems-
right

seems-
tightrighttight" to go on with thesethese-
studies

these-
studiesstudies . Summer travelers onon-

the
on-

thethe Taylor Highway will rereore-rere-
omember

re-

member
¬-

member her "RocksRocks" for Sale "
sign at the end of the PurdyPurdy-
Drive

Purdy-
DriveDrive at Chicken .

She plans to do graduategraduate-
work

graduate-
workwork in this subject and wouldwould-
like

would-
likelike to be a consulting geologistgeologist-
inin Alaska .

I'

'. Barbara'sBarbaras' mother , whose ownown-
book

own-
bookbook on life at Chicken will bebe-

published
be-

publishedpublished this spring by RandomRandom-
House

Random-
HouseHouse , taught her daughter atat-

home
at-

homehome through the fifth grade .

The Purdys would head forfor-

Chicken
for-

ChickenChicken as early as they could inin-

spring
in-

springspring and stay until latelate-

N'Jvember
late-

NovemberNovemberN'JvemberNJvember' .

Then there were winters andand-

School
and-

SchoolSchool in FairbanksFairba\ksFairbaks:\ , Hope , DotDot-

Lake
Dot-

LakeLake and TokT"kTk" . Because of herher-

fathels
her-

father'sfather'sfathersfathels' progressively.progressively. bad heartheart-

disease

heart-

diseasedisease , he took his family toto-

California
to-

CaliforniaCalifornia for winters later andand-

thus
and-

thusthus Alaskan Athabascan Bar ¬.

bara was graduated from thethe-

unlikely
the-

unlikelyunlikely high school of TwentyTwenty-
Nine

Twenty-
NineNine Palms .

She came back north forfor-

college
for-

collegecollege at AMU where she hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen the whole three years . SheShe-

is
She-

isis enthusiastic about life at AMU
"neatneat" " is her favorite- supersuper-super-

lative
super-

lative

¬-

lative .

Tall Jim Dybdahl , a finefine-

blend
fine-

blendblend of Tlingit Indian andand-

Norwegian
and-

NorwegianNorwegian , is a tenor1tenor', in thethe-

chorale
the-

choralechorale of "SongSong" of the GreatGreat-
Land

Great-
LandLand" . He says helie is "totallytotally"totallyi-
nvolved

"totallyi-
nvolved

"
involved in the show and eveneven-

though
even-

thoughthough I'mIm'' a basketball player atat-

heart
at-

heartheart , I , like the others , sacrisacri-sacri-
ficed

¬.-
ficed much to be part of thisthis-

moving
this-

movingmoving play . . . I'veIve'' passed upup-

two
up-

twotwo basketball tournaments ! "

Jim 11asleas'iasias' "alwaysalways" been Withwitliwitli-

music
with-

musicmusic .
" Helie was an3n outstandingoLitstandingoLitstanding-

member
outstanding-

membermember of his highhighschoolschool choirchoir-
and

choir-
andand represented Hoonah alat thethe-

spring
the-

springspring music festival at Ketchik-KetchikKetchik-
an

-. '.

an . 'HeHe'lielie' was tlsualso;also named OutOut-Out-

standing
¬.-

standing MemberMemQerMember of his choir ,.

,
for the year .

Hoonahfloonahlloonah has1has: a goodgQod historyhistory-
of,. ofQf music1musimusid involvement , Jim tc-tcreore-retc-

lates
re-

lates

-
,.

lates . "TheThe" old timers .allall,. all hudhadhud-

their
had-

theirtheir own instruments andami a-a3-3a-

band
3-

J

3-

band
a-

band
- .

J; band . Then this dropped off forfor-

aa while , but now profits fromfrom-
J

from-
the]J; the town liquprliquor store providedprovided-

II, $15,00015000$ , to the school for newnew-
I

new-

instrumentsi( instruments and a music inin-inin-

structor
¬.-

I-

schoolheIschoolstructorstructor . The very first yearycar thethe-

school
( he

school rated third in the MusicMusic-
Festival

Music-
FestivalFestival ..

Jim is particularly happy toto-

have
to-

havehave a legend of Hoonah inin-inin-

cluded
¬.-

cluded in "SongSong" "
. The'rherhe' story ofof-

"Little
of-

"Little"LittleLittle" Fish " which BarbaraBarbara-
Purdy

Barbara-
PurdyPurdy has a part in , comesOmescomes fromfrom-
Ihs

from-
llisHisIhsllis home . "FrankFrank" Brink , thethe-

director
the-

directordirector , has transposedtranspopedtranspo ed thethe-

story
the-

storystory of Alaska into ppetrypoetryp etry -
real stories , and it gives me aa-

neat
a-

neatneat feeling . It catches the feelfeel-

of
feel-

ofof Alaska . "
,' The experience of being inin-

the
in-

thethe show has been exhilarating ,

topt09 , Jim reports . There was aa-

t
a-

tinetinetne rapport with the audienceaudience-
atat ' Pullman , Washington wherewhere-
the

where-
thethe American College TheatreTheatre-
Festival

Theatre-
FestivalFestival regional competitioncompetition-
took

competition-
tooktook place .

"TheThe" energy level was so high ,

you couldcOLild feel everyone respond .

Our music director Jon CarlsonCarlson-
AMU

Carlson-
AMU(AMU music professor ) kept thethe-

spirit
the-

spiritspirit high and the winning diddid-

something
did-

somethingsomething for us , too .
"

Jim , a freshman , came toto-

AMU
to-

AMUAMU On recommendation of hishis-

brother
his-

brotherbrother who also attends . HeHe-

likes
He-

likeslikes the freedom which helpshelps-
such

helps-
suchsuch projects as "SongSong" of thethe-

Great
the-

GreatGreat Land " come into being .

When the group returns to(00(0-

Alaska
to-

Alaska
(

Alaska after side trips for perper-per-

formances
¬.-

formances in Pittsburgh , Pa . ,

Moline , 111Ill111.. , and Dallas , TexasTexas-
throUgtl

Texas-
throughthroughthroUgtlthrougharrangementsarrangements by MethoMetho-Metho-
dist

Metho-
dist

-¬-

dist Churches and friends ofof-

AMU
of-

AMUAMU , they will have travelledtravelled-
some

travelled-
somesome 8,0008000, miles .

At a reception , April 28 , eacheach-

performer
each-

performerperformer will be given a spespe-spe-

cially

¬.-
cially designed bronze medallionmedallion-
from

medallion-
fromfrom AmpcoAmoco Oil Co . , who withwith-

American
with-

AmericanAmerican Airlines is sponsor ofof-

the
of-

thethe Festival and paidpaidexpensesexpenses
forexpensesforthe Washington trip .

Governor Williams A . EganEgan-

will

.

will ,. present the medallionsmedallions-
during

medallions-
duringduring a special ceremony inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage .


