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Senator Miller Irkedlrked-lrkedIrked-IrkedIrked'-
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Opportunities LostLost!;,
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JUNEAU - IrkedrkedI by "opop"op-"op-
portunities

" -¬.

portunities lost " in the entireentire-
communications

entire-
communicationscommunications experience ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska , Senate President TerryTerry-
Miller

Terry-
MillerMiller appointedappointedaa special senatesenate-
committee

senate-
committeecommittee on011 communicationscommunications-
toto upgrade the status of AlaskanAlaskan-
communications

Alaskan-
communicationscommunications .

"TheThe" state must take the leadlead-

rather
lead-

ratherrather than relegate itself to aa-

passive
a-

passivepassive role ,:"' Miller said . In aa-

In
a-

InIn a message to the SenatorsSenators-
February

Senators-
FebruaryFebruary 14 .

'AnAn"An'".' imaginative state comcom-com-

munications
¬.-

munications policy , dealing withwith-

the
with-

thethe specialized needs of Alaska -
must be formulated . ItI t shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe a priority of the HighestHighest-
order

Highest-
orderorder for the state to encourage ,

and perhaps even participate in ,
new facilities construction whichwhich-
w'iII

which-
willwillw'iIIwiII' increase our overall comcom-com-

munications
com-

munications
¬-

munications capabilities ," thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanks Republican said ._

The four-memberfourmember- committee ,

chaired by Sen , John.John. ohn C . Sackett ,

R-GilenaRGilenaR-G'I1enaG'I1enaGI1enaR-GalenaGalena- ' , with Sen . WillieWillie-

Hensley
Willie-

IlenslevHensleyIlenslev ,. D-KotzebueDKotzebue- , JalmarJatmarJatmar-
Kerttuia

Jalmar-
KerttulaKerttulaKerttuia , D-PalmerDPalmero.PalmeroPalmer.- and Miller asas-

members
as-

membersmembers was directed to inin-inin-

vestigate

in-

vestigate

¬-

vestigate the status of presentpresent-
communi

present-
communicationscommunicationscommuni ations systems throughthrough-
out

through-
outout the state , with emphasis onon-

the
on-

thethe areas of health care , educaeduca-educa-

tion
¬.-

tion and services provided by theIheIhe-

state
the-

statestate to residentsresiden ts .

The committee was alsoalso-

directed
also-

directeddirected to implement legislationlegislation-
and

legislation-
andand fuhdingfunding Jorfor communicationscommunications-
services

communications-
servicesservices to all Alaskans .

What has emerged are twotwo-

significant
two-

significantsignificant pieces of legislation -
one providingprovidin for $66$ million inin-

general
in-

generalgeneral obligation bondsbond forfor-

lelccommunicat
for-

telecommunicationstelecommunicationslelccommunicat ions equipmentequipment-
and

equipment-
andand the other creating the publicpublic-
communica

public-
communicationscommunicationscommunica tions commission .

State Senators in a near unun-unun-

animous
¬.-

animousal1lmuus vote last week opted forfor-

the
for-

thethe sorely needed telecomtelecom-telecom-
munication

telecom-
munication

¬-

munication equipment purchase ,

alongaong: vitfiIf'ithIfithvrith' the-thethecvnumsiaathec.-- cvnumsiaa-cvnumsiaac-ccmmic - r mmirtrrissioo. -....

' rr-

expected
,

expected to direct more funusfu ss-

andandandcommunciationscommunciations opportuniopportuni-opportuni-
ties

opportuni-
ties

¬-

ties the way of AlaskaAlaslaAlasfa: public .

Both bills are now beforeefore thethe-

House
the-

HouseHouse .

After the vote on these twotwo-

important
two-

importantimportant communications mea ¬.'
suressores , Sackett rose , asked forfor-

the
for-

thethe privilege of the floor andand-

expressed
and-

expressedexpressed his gratitude to thethe-

senators
the-

senatorssenators for their action .

"LivingLiving" in a village of 150] 50 to
200 . people ," the Galena ReRe-Re-

publican
¬.-

publican said , "I'veIve"" ' known ofof-

too
of-

tootoo many cases where peoplepeople-
have

people-
havehave died because they couldn'tcouldntccouldn't-
get

uldn'tuldntuldn't-
get

'

get to a hospital or necessarynecessary-
means

necessary-
meansmeans of communications "

. '.-

( For medicalmedicalattentionattention )

Kerttula commended thethe-

leadership
the-

leadershipleadershippresidentof the senate presipresi-¬-

dent on the communicationscommunications-
Continued

communications-
Continued

communications-
Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



OpportunitiesO.pportunitiesOpportunitiesConti-
nued

. . ,
. . .

( Continued from Page 1)1)

legislation , which he cited asas-

one
as-

oneone of the major pieces ofof-

legislation
of-

legislationlegislation enacted ' during thethe-

current
the-

currentcurrent session .

Among the key responsibiresponsibi-respresponsibi-

lities
nsibi ¬.-

litiesHties of the public communicommuni-communi-
cations

communi-
cations

¬-

cations commission are thosethose-
respective

those-
respectiverespective of educational broadbroad-broad-
casting

broad-
casting

¬-

casting. The commission would

be directed to provide a systemssystem-
of

'stemstem'stem-
of

'

of subsidies and grants-in-aidgrantsinaid- - toto-

commercial
to-

commercialcommercial broadcast stations oror-

companies
or-

companiescompanies operating or licensedlicensed-
inin the state for the broadcast ofof-

not

of-

notnot110t more than 200 hours byby-

each
by-

eacheach station in a fiscal year ofof-

network
of-

networknetwork news , reports or publicpublic-
affairs

public-
affairsaffairs programming .

The commission is also emem-em-

power
¬.-

power to lease , purchase ,

construct , own , operate , managemanage-
and

manage-
andand be the licensee of educaducaa-luca-alucaaluca-
tional

- ¬.-

tional broadcasting stations ,

production centers , and all otherother-

related
other-

relatedrelated equipment and facilitiesfacilities-
necessary

facilities-
necessarynecessary to provide fully efef-ef-

fective
¬.-

fective educational broadcastingbroadcasting-

toto the state .


