
Loss of BirthBirthII,

Wed LicensesLicenses-

NoNo DeterrentDeterrentJU-

NEAUJUNEAU , ALASKA April 2 ,
1974 - David A . Andrus ,

director of the Veterans AdminiAdmini-Admini-
stration

Admini-
stration

¬-

stration Regional Office inin-

Juneau
in-

Juneau,Juneau , advises veterans not toto-

allow
to-

allowallow loss ofofaa birth certificatecertificate-
oror marriage license to deter themthem-
form

them-
formform applying for benefits ..

Andrus cited a regulation inin-

effect
in-

effecteffect since October 1971 underunder-
which

under-
whichwhich less formal proof of marmar-mar-

riage
mar-

riage
¬-

riage and birth are acceptable inin-

establishing
in-

establishingestablishing claims for higherhigher-
benefits

higher-
benefitsbenefits .

"AA" veteran'sveterans' or widow'swidowswidow's-
certified

widow's-
certified

'
certifiedcertifiedstatemencertifiedstatementstatementstatement of marriage isis-

sufficient
is-

sufficientsufficient on applications forfor-

compensation
for-

compensationcompensation and educationedueducation-
benefits

ation
benefitsenefits for veterans , widowswidows-
and

widows-
andand orphaned children , providedprovided-
neither

provided-
neither

'

neither he nor his wife has beenbeen-

marriedmarried before , and VA has nono-

contradictory
no-

contradictorycontradictory information onon-

file
on-

filefile ," he explained .

The director noted that aa-

certified
a-

certifiedcertifiedcertifiedstatementstatement now is acac-acac-

ceptable
ac-

ceptable
¬-

ceptable regarding birth ofofaof'a-aa'a'a-

child
'a-

child
-'

child of a veteran'sveterans' marriagemarriage-
and

marriage-
andand asasproofasproofof, proofproofofof age andandrelarelarela-rela-

tionship
rela-

tionship
¬-

tionship in disability cases .

"BeforeBefore" the regulationregulation-
change

regulation-
changechange ," Andrus pointedpointedoutout ,
"VAVA" requiredrequiredallall statements ofof-
marriages

of-
marriagesmarriages and births to be supsup-sup-
ported

sup-

ported
-¬-

ported by formalized documendocumen-documen-
tary

¬.-
tary evidence ."

CertifiedCertifiedstatementsstatements also areare-

sufficient
are-

sufficientsufficient in death cases where aa-

claimant's
a-

claimant'sclaimant'sclaimants'' v. statements corrocorro-corro-
borate

corro-
borate

-¬

borate 'thosethose' of a veteran ininin-

connection
in-

connectionconnection with a claim for anyany-

VA
any-

VAVA Benefit , he addedaddedJaddeda,.
'" '
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