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ANCHORAGE - ProtectingProtecting-
consumers

Protecting-
consumersconsumers and helping to prepre-pre-

serve
pre-

serve
¬-

serve Native culture arearc the twintwin-

ben
twin-

benefitsbenefitsben fits that SylvesterSylvestcr Ayek , aa-

Native
a-

NativeNative artisan , sees in the SilverSilver-
Hand

Silver-
HandHand identificationiden tifca tion program .

Silver Hand stickers and tagstags-

are
tags-

areare attached to Alaskan NativeNative-
craf.ts

Native-
craftscraftscraf.ts. so that buyers can disdis-dis-

tinguish
dis-

tinguish
¬-

tinguish Native-madeNativemade- productsproducts-
from

products-
fromfrom imitations .

Ayek , 33 , who now lives inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage , was born and raisedraised-
on

raised-
onon King Island off the coast ofof-

Western
of-

WesternWestern Alaska where helie beganbegan-

carving
began-

carvingcarving ivory into beautifulbeautiful-
shapes

beautiful-
shapesshapes and forms .

"I'veIve" '' been carving ever sincesince-

II can remember' ,
" he says . "AsAs" aa-

boy
a-

boyboy , my father taught me hovhoyhoy-

to
hov-

toto work with ivory . In the sumsum-sum-
mer

sum-
mer

¬-

mer months , we would go toto-

Nome
to-

NomeNome to carve and sell ourour-
work

our-
workwork . ".

Today Ayek creates elegantelegan-

t.Piecesvpieces-.Pieces.Pieces'-.pieces not only of ivory , but

also of soapstone , wood , alabas-alabasalabas-

4er

alabas-

ter
alabas-

er

-.

4er-terter-erer- and other materials at the
Visual Arts Center across fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Anchorage International AirAir-Air-

port
Air-

port
¬-

port .

The craftsman is disturbeddisturbed-

by
disturbed-

byby the influenceinnuence of non-NativenonNativenon-NatiNatinon-NatisNatis- ,

non-AlaskannonAlaskannon.AlaskannonAlaskan-. productproductsproductssoldsold onon-

the
on-

thethe market..

"OftenOften" tourists , and AlasAlas-Alas-

kans
¬.-

kans themselves for that matter ,

are fooled by items they believebelieve-
are

believe-
areare made in Alaska by Natives ,"
he says . "TheseThese"" things comecome-
from

come-
fromfrom other parts of the U.SUS.. . ,

Canada and Japan . In manymany-
cases

many-
casescases , they'retheyre' not even handhand-hand-
made

hand-
made

¬-

made . They'reTheyre' mass produced ! "

Since the inception of thethe-

Silver
the-

SilverSilver Hand identification propro-pro-

gram
¬.-

gram in 1971 , Ayek feels thatthat-

Native
that-

NativeNative craftsmen have been betbet-bet-

ter
¬.-

ter able to compete with ' non-nonnon-

Native
non-

Native
-.

Native products . More importimport-import-
antly

import-
antly

¬-

antly , he believes the program

has helped to sustain and propro-pro-
mtHe

-¬.

motemtHe the continuedontinued growth andand-

development
and-

developmentdevelopment of Alaskan NativeNative-
art

Native-
artart..

'
:
,

Ayek'sAyeks' iworkwork , which includesincludes-
kayaks

includes-
kayakskayaks , bears, Native childrenchildren-
and

children-
andand hundreds ofofotherofotherother forms , isis-

a
is-

aa blend 'ofof' thetheItrllditional'traditionaltraditionalItrllditional' andand-

the
and-

thethe modern . Says Ayek , "II" 1 wantwant-
to

want-
toto retain the best elements ofof-

the
of-

thethe traditional forms and go onon-

from
on-

fromfrom there . It is. only approappro-appro-
priate

appro-
priate

¬-

priate that 1I should get ideasideas-

from
ideas-

fromfrom the old culture . And it'sitsit's-
just

it's-
just

'
just as appropriate and healthyhealthy-
toto experiment and absorb newnew-

ideas
new-

ideasideas . " JJ-
But

-/<
But whether the work propro-pro-

duced
pro-

duced
-¬-

duced is in traditional styles oror-

more
or-

moremore modern and abstract onesInes;) ,
says Ayek , it is important thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Silver Hand be used to propro-pro-
tect

pro-
tect

-¬-

tect both customers and artists .

He highly recommends its useuse-

to
use-

toto fellow craftsmen , customerscustomers-
and

customers-
andandandshopshop owners .


