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WalrusCommission

Commission
CommissionReactsCommissionR
RReactsacts
ReactsJonah

Jonah Tokienna , chair-

man
chair-

man
chairchair-*-

man of the Alaska EskimoEskimo-
Walrus

Eskimo-
WalrusWalrus Commission , reactedreacted-

today
reacted-

todaytoday to the :Dewsnewstrews of arrestsarrests-

for
arrests-

forfor trafficking in raw walruswalrus-

ivory
walrus-

ivoryivoryivoryThe. .-_.TheThe-The .U.SUS.... Fish andand-

WUdUfe:1ast

and-

WildlifeWildlifeWUdUfe:1astWUdUfe1ast;: last ..weekweek roundedrounde-
dI

rounded-

ap4and\II\ap4anduc1?'eseiied artor8tthe;

$$$450,000450000$450,000-$450,000worth, '- Jvorthworth ., of rrawtawraw-

warus
taw-

walrus
w

walruswa\ruswarus.\ ivoryivor"- ttSfcgjif'KttSfcgjifKtii1Vi1bgpiwf . '11sell-;-sellsellsell-

to
*d,&

to nonnon-NativnonNativnon-NativeVnonNativeV-NativesSSunderunder thethe-

Marine
the-

MarineMarine Mammal Protection-
Act

Protection-
Act

Protection
Act of 1975)1975), and implica-

ted
implicaimplica-implica-

ted
--¬

ted more than 20 personspersons-

minm 5S states in the illegalillegal-

trade
illegal-

tradetrade .

Tokienna , on behalf ofof-

the
of-

thethe Eskimo Walrus Commis-

sion
CommisCommis-Commis-

sion
-¬-

sion , issued the followingfonowingfollowing-

statement
fonowing-

statementstatement :

'""TheThe"fhefhe" Eskimo Walrus Com-

mission
Com-

mission
ComCom-¬-

mission felt that the in-

dividuals
in-

dividuals
inin-in¬-

dividuals in Nome that werewere-

Involved
were-

involvedinvolved with the raw ivoryivory-

seizure
ivory-

seizureseizure were the victims ofof-

the
of-

thethe circumstances and thethe-

tactics
the-

tacticstactics used by the U.SUS. .

Fish and Wildlife Service .

These individuals are notnot-

the
not-

thethe ones who would sell raw-

ivory
raw-

ivory
raw

ivory to non-NativesnonNatives-- , butbut-

were
but-

werewere lured into it by thethe-

prices
the-

pricesprices offered by anotheranother-
Native

another-
NativeNative for their ivory . "

"""WhileWhile the Eskimo WalrusWalrus-

Commission
Walrus-

CommissionCommission supports thethe-

actions
the-

actionsactions taken by the U.SUS... .

Fish and Wildlife Service ,

we wish that they had-

worked
had-

worked
had

worked with the <:CommiS-

Sion
CommisCommiS-ommis-

gon
ommis-ommis-¬

gonSionsion , forfur we could havehave-

supplied
have-

suppliedsupplied them with-withwithnames-." namesnames-

of
names-

ofof others whom we knowknow-

dealt
know-

dealtdealt illegallyIega\\yIegay\ in raw 'ivory'larylary .,
,

Most of the raw ivory is *
.

traded byby young people . :'

This action will eliminateeliminate-

some
eliminate-

somesome of the illegal com-

petition
com-

petition
comcom-¬-

petition of our ivory carverscarvers-

and
carvers-

andand protect the truly subsis-

tence
subsis-

tence
subsis-subsis-.-,"

tence hunters and carvers oforof-
our

'

our Native people .."
"""WeWe must also cite faultfault-

Continued

fault-

Continued(Continued on Page 18)18)



.Walrus Commission
(Continued from Page One )

with the U.SUS. . FishFishandand Wad-

life
Wild-

life
Wild-

life
Wad-WadWild-Wild-

life for not having adeqadequateadequate-
staffing

uateuate-
staffingstaffing in rural Alaska inin-

enforcing
in-

enforcingenforcing andandexplainingexplainingexplaining-
the

explaining-
thethe provisionsprovisiens of the MarineMarine-
Mammal

Marine-
MammalMammal Protection Act toto-

the
to-

thethe NativesNattves and to thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage people . If this actionaction-
isis to help re-authorizereauthorize- thethe-
Marine

the-
MarineMarine Mammal ProtectionProtection-
Act

Protection-
ActAct of 1972 , we believebelieve-
that

believe-
thatthat the U.SUS. . Fish and WildWild-¬-

life Service should havehave-
worked

have-
workedworked with the EskimoEskimo-
Walrus

Eskimo-
WalrusWalrus Commission posi-
tively

posi-
tively

posiposi-¬-
tively . "

""InIn the future the U.SUS. .

Fish and Wildlife ServiceService-
should

Service-
shouldshould have identified , uniuni-¬-
formedtonnedunitonneduniformedpersonnel thatthat-
shou1d

that-
shouldshouldshou1d have an honest rere-

lationship
re-

lationship
re-re¬-

lationship with the NativeNative-
communities

Native-
communitiescommunities , instead ofof-

"cloak
of-

"cloak""cloakcloak and dagger " tactics ,
or hanassmentharrassmentharassment . ".


