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Alaska Totems :

Heritage IInn perilperil-

ByBy Roxana Ayson AdamsAdams-
Totem

Adams-
TotemTotem Heritagettentage CenterlenterCenter-

ketchikanKetchikanKl'tchlkdnKltchlkdn' . home of many IlingitllingitTlingit , llaidalIaidailaida andand-

fsimshian
and-

r.lmshlanFsimshianr.lmshlanrlmshlan. people ,. is the resting place for Alaska'sAlaskas' larglarges1largestlarges-
1lolleclton

largest-
collectioncollectionlolleclton of originalonglnal totem ploes . The Totem Hentage-

Cenler
HeritageHentageHeritage-

CenterCenterCenler houseshouoe, , the collection which is on the NationalNational-

Register

National-

Regl'terRegisterRegl'terReglter' of HistoricHlstonc Places The preservation project.,
, .

rtitledItled ""AlaskaAlaskaAIa.aAIaa.. TTotems01ems A\. HeritagelIentage in Peril"' began in
1967 and culminatedculminatedwithwith the openingopeningofof the HeritageHeritage-
Center(Center..nternter in 1976 Led bby) Jane Wallen Demmert , then 01-

r

DiDi-

rector
01-01Di-Di¬-

.rrector, .tortor of ththethIaska,' .\Alaska\IaskaIaska Statetatetate1useum\Museum\1useum1useum and assistedasslted, by DennisDennis-
Demmert

Denni-
sIkmmertDemmertIkmmert ththe,' project team includedlI1c1oJed IndianIndl3n organizationsorgantlatlonsorganicationsorgantlatlons-
and

organications-
andandandelderandelderselderselder-elderelderhL.tonan-. historianshL.tonanhLtonan. , andandscientists!>scientistsClenltts, People from thethe-

Indian
the-

IndianIndian vtllalevillages! ' "were"ereere the more valuable membersml'mbersmlmbers' of thethe-

1"JIll

the-

teamteam1"JIll1JIll" ..lllO"II1.lllOII1lllOII1.mordingmordingaccording;" ! l10to10lr< > \Mr\lrlr Demmert ,. for thevIhevthey knew wherewhere-
th

where-
theththe,' iold> ld internstntl'IlltntlIlltotems' ' 'were'H'reHre' andJnd kneknew" somethingsomethll1g about theirthei-
rh"ton

their-
htstorh"tonhtonhtstor" %

( ) e" "_ "flliI\\l1"flliIflliIl1riiit.rntriiitrnt.\ " J'peelJpeelaspectaspect-
n

'
11n , proI'WIdIWId' it, i W""rollroll"roll-

I

Kitt
I1)1>) 1\11innsinnsIhmn' \ ' IIhmn> , ,,1\,11,111\ 11 rt 111in Ithethe-

l

the-

n

the-

r

h "
lIr"n, ,--rr ,. iI-IiiiI0" -_ ', , ,--iiii" , 0ItIt-

III

'

III I i, 'I'rIrI'rc.cnIrc.cnIrccn' " . , " ,IliumIIOIl ""JJwaswas-

rI
'

"rIrIrr, ''IIIIITT , milmuskunt" ""IllIll IIllTO thtiletile-

IIf-f.-f11. r, "isisIII/1/11IIIIIII1111.1\\II\11.111.1Iski"ski. 'ss.''sIhsc111-

H

111\111IhscIhsc-
fir

\ "

Hfir' Ir Ihrhrh'r''rr0,1010,1l, lterccdfl"JflJ" toto-

kk\ ., "in''tt, ti >) klllWln '. ""ototriot
" " ' , ', i1\1\1'fl"nlnt' "r ; ''fl"nlnflnln" rigrigNark,""HIHINark. ,

""rriii II11 fllIr/"dfllIr"ddrtahmd, / " Ih.11Ih11that. Ihthe"

<':'II11JII1InII11JII1Inremaining[: originalong.II1JIongII1JI. pole-

"r
polespolepoles-

were

,
\\\"r"rrwere" olof importancelI11portdnll ' bothoOlhboth-

for
oOlh-

torlortorfor theirIhelr aestheticaeslhetlc qualityqualltquality-
and

}

.and.tndtnd for theirthell 11Ihistoricalhistoricalim< tonca ! Im-

port.lnle
imim-

portance
Im-Im¬-

portanceport.lnleportlnle. WoWlWe' y,wantedanteJ toto-

pre.erve
to-

preservepreservepre-.ervepre.ervepre.erveerve-. them in111 a y,wayway-

that
ayay-

th.1Ithatth.1Ith1I. ,wouldyould hehc acceptablea\\.eptdblca.eptdblca.eptdblceptdblc\. \. toto-

both
to-

hothbothhoth the olderolJer ,. trJdltlonJIItraditionallytraditionally-
oriented

)
orientedonenteJ (Indiansndtan , andanJ to thethe-

ounger\youngeroung.erounger. peoplepeople-
The

'

The CltCity) of KetchikanKetlhlkan

in recognitionre\.ogml1onre.ogml1onre.ogml1onogml1on\. ol01of itsI\II1.Jl1ve\'> '.1.Jl1ve-

HentJge
Native1.Jl1ve1Jl1veNative-

HeritageHeritageHentJge ,. owns and operatesoperateoperates-

the
'

the facilityfjuluy, and offers class-

c

class-

es
classclass-¬-

ces> ,. workshops ,. flmfilms, ,. exhib-

itions
exlllh-

II10n
exhibexlllh-exlllhexhib-¬-

itionsII10n> and most recentlyrecently-

carving
recently-

cdrvlngcarvingcdrvlng. apprenticeshipdpprentlceshlpapprenticeship-
sponsored( sponsoredponsored byhy the Alaka-

State
AlaskaAlakaAlaska-

State

,
State CouncilCouncilonon the ArtArts )

in111 the artarts, anddnddndcraftsandcraftscrafts ot01of thethe-

Northwest
the-

NorthwestNorthwest Coast IndiansIndians-
TIle

Indians-

TheTheTIle majoritymaJonty of the intn-tnin-in¬-

structorstructors are local and teachteach-
the

teach-
thethe arts handed down toto-

them
to-

themthem through generations ,

'such'IJChIJCh as tool makingmakmg , bead-

Ing

bead-

ing
beadbead-¬-

ing and button blanketblanket-

ma'lng
blanket-

makingmakingma'lngmalng"' Eachtach year a fewfew-

instructors
few-

tnsttnstinstructorsructors are brought inmtom-

from
to-

fromfrom other Native culturescultures-

Inin responresponse to the growinggrowmggrowing-
interest

growmg-

tnterestinteresttnterest in cultural IdentIty-
Some

identityidentity-
SomeSome artists who have

taught at the HeritageHentage ( enen-

ter
en-

ter
en-en¬-

ter includemclude TlmgitThngJtTlingit carvecarverscarvers-
Nathan

.
Nathan Jackson ., WavneWayneWavne-
Pnce

Wayne-

PricePricePnce andand Dempsey BobBohBob-

Haida
Boh-

HaldaHaidaHalda weavers SchnaSelmaSelina PcraPerJPeraPerJ-

trovlch
Pera-

trovichtrovichtrovlch and DeloresDelore ChurChur-
chLlI

Chur-
chillchillchLlI.., TsimshianTSlmshlan carver Ja-

Hudson
Ja\JaJackJack-

Hudson
\.

Hudson ., HaidaHalda carver FredJ-
Ulesmg

Freda-
Dtesing

FredjFreda
UiesingUlesmgDtesing and IIsimshianslmshlansimshtan Wl'a-

ver
wea-

ver
weaWl'a-Wl'aWlawea-' ¬-

ver Flora MatherMather-
Continued

Mather-
Continued

Mather-
Contmued( ContinuedContmued on Page 2211 )
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I (ContinuedContmued from Page Twelve )

I Now in its fifth year ofof-

peration
of-

peration[operationperation , the HeritageHentage Cen-

Iter
Cen-

ter
Cen-

ter
Cen-Cen-

Iterter exemplifiesexemphfies the intentsmtentsmtents-

f
intents-

f""ofoff the original projectproject-

eaders
project-

eadersleaderseaders ., There is a nenewnew-

awareness
.

awareness of the art formfour ,.

inspired by the presencepresence-

and
presence-

andand quality of design andand-

carving
and-

carvtngcarvingcarvtng on the old poles andand-

by
and-

byby the integritytntegnty of thethe-

teachers
the-

teachersteachers
teachersThe

The activities are open toto-

the
to-

thethe general public andandenenen-

rollment
en-

rollment
en-en¬-

rollment averages aboutdboutdbou-
tSO50SO%% Native people ByBy-

learning
By-

learntnglearninglearntng from a Native trad-

Ition
trad-

ition
tradtrad-¬-

ition andandworkmgandworkingworkingworkmg closely

with others ., partIcIpantspartIcIpants-

galO
participants-

gaingamgalOgain new respect for eacheach-

other
each-

otherother through Native artart-
and

atartat-
and

!
and heritagehentage Some of thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative studentsstudent supplementsupplement-
their

supplement-
theirtheir incomesmcomes with skillsskills-

learned
skills-

learnedlearned at the CenterCenter-

Perhaps
Center-

Perhaps
Center-

PerhapsPerhaps the ideas behindhehmdbehind-

the
hehmd-

thethe programs and ..heirheir.heI-

rcontmued

heir-

continuedcontinuedcontmued success z?' bestbest-

expressed
best-

expressedexpressed bby Freda UiesingLJJesmg ,,

HaidaHalda artist ,. inI her own-

word
own-

word
owniown

wordVi
wordswordword-
words"Whenever

-
""WheneverWhenever\Vi\ henever IIlanIcancanlan .,

I teachteach-

people
teach-

peoplepeople to learn to apprecI-

ate
appreci-

ate
apprecI-apprecIappreci-1appreci1--

ate it ( the art ) You have toto-

learn
to-

learnlearn to understand the artar-

tI
art-

ininI order to10 be criticalcntlcaJcntlcaJofcriticalofofofitit ".


