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Tuma Theatre :

An endangered program

TumaTurns Theatre was a 3 credIt-

course
creditcredit-

coursecourse at the University ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska in FFairbanksaJrbanks . The classclass-

consisted
class-

consistedconsisted of YupikYupt'kYuptk' and InupiaqInuplaqInupiaq-

Eskimo
Inuplaq-

EakhnoEskimoEakhno , Tlingit , Haida andand-

Athabascan
and-

AthabascanAthabascan Indian studentsltudents . TheThe-

couna
The-

coursecoursecouna gave the Native studentsstudents-
the

students-
thethe opportunity to dramatizedramatize-
their

dramatize-
theirtheir legendslegendJ,, mythsmytha ,. folktalesfolk1ales ,.
history andandtempoIVy_contemporary issuesillues ..

It offered students a chance toto-

express
to-

expressexpress personalperIOnal feelings con ¬.
cerningcernlngceetktg . Native-NativeNativeidentity--- identity I1IIn-
gboth

usingI1IIngusing-

bothboth traditional andandwesternwesternwestern-

modes
western-

modesmodes of dramaticdramatk: presentation .
The studentsItudenU havebaw traveledtraveled-

extensively
traveled-

extensivelyextensively with the troupe . InIn-

addition
In-

additionaddition to their performancespcrfermancea ,

they have conductedconductedworkshopsworkshops .

They performedperfonned at the A1ask-
aFederation

AlaskaA1askaAlaska-

FederationFederation of NativesNativea Conven-

tion
ConvenConven-¬.-

tion toIn Anchorage in October
0,

1979 and 1980 .

Through the funding of thethe-

Kellogg
the-

KelloggKellogg Foundation the TumaTuma-

Theatre
Tuma-

TheatreTheatre waswu able to take thethe-

show
the-

showshow on tour ,. for two weeks In-

May
inin-

MayMay of 1979 . They traveled toto-

Sitka
to-

SltkaSitkaSltka , Mt . Edgecumbe , JuneauJuneau-
and

Juneau-
andand Seattle where they per-

formed
perper-¬.-

formed for the NationalNational-
Bilingual

National-
BilingualBilingual Conference . They alsoalso-

went
also-

wentwent to Portland where theythey-

represented
they-

representedrepresented Alaska in the WestWest-

Coast
West-

CoastCoast ChChildren'sChildrensdren'sdrens' Theatre FestivalFestival-

and
Festival-

andand finallyfmally to Bethel.. In October ,

1980-811980811980-881980.81198081--. I , they returned from aa-

tour
a-

tourtour to San Fransisco , LosLos-

Angeles
Los-

AngelesAngeles , HawaiiHawail , and NewNew-

Zealand
New-

ZealandZealand .

Last year , an evaluation waswas-

taken
was-

takentaken of the performances in thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool districts . TumaTurns TheaterTheater-
performed

Theater-
performedperformed for a total of 4,54245424,542-

In

4,542-

in
,
,

In the elementary schools . OutOut-

of
Out-

ofof the 959S teachersteachen that evaluatedevaluated-

the
evaluated-

thethe performances , 28 said it wwaswas-

"outstanding
was-

Woutstanding""outstandingoutstandingWoutstanding " and 42 said it waswas-

"excellent
was-

wexcellent""excellentexcellentwexcellent ." Some of the com-

ments
comcom-¬.-

ments the teachers had werewere-

"The
were-

"The""The"The stories were very interest-

ing
interestIntereslinterest- ¬,-

ing and it was great to see AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative kids proud of theirtheir-

heritage
their-

heritageheritage " :; ""aa good presentationpresentation-
ofofofa" a different"" it culture " ; """thethe bebe-

en
bestbest-

I've
best-

rverveI'veIve' ever seenen !" When asked the-

question
the. questiontton if the titClchenteachers wantedwanted-

toto see Tuma return to theirtheir-

schools
their-

schoolsschools , their replies werewer-
e"Ch

were-

"Children
were-

Children"""ChChChildren"Childrendren seem to want to knowknow-

more
know-

more..loreloremore. about the Native culture " ,
""WeWewWe have several IndianIndtan andand-

Eskimo
and-

EskunoEskEskunoEskimo chchildren
- -dren in our school ,

theirthetr culture should be shared ,;,""'
andandWI""IIWI think all chchildrendren couldcould-

benefit
could-

benefitbenefit from these perfoperform-
ances

performperform-.-

ances ,;"' "wOne"OneOneOne way to preserpreserve aa-

culture

a-

cultureculture and educate people ofof-

our

of-

ourour universaluruvenal heritage .."
There are some questions asas-

to

as-

toto whether Tuma Theater will bebe-

offered
be-

offeredoffered at the University ofof-

Alaska

of-

AlaskaAlaska In Fairbanks this year .

The funding source for a didi-

rector
dl-dldi-di-dl-

rector
¬-

rector has not been appropriat-
ed

appropriatappropriat- .-
ed for the continuance of thethe-

class
the-

classclass . Students have signed up
forupforthe class and funds are avail-

able
availavatavail-! ¬.-

able for the traveling performersperfonners .

Letters have been wnttenwritten to thethe-

Dean
the-

DeanDeanDeanofof Arts and Sciences at thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity of Alaska in supportsupport-
of

support-
ofof TumaTurnaTurns Theatre . One lener-
said

letterlenerletter-

saidsaid , ""ItIt is very exciting to seesee-

young
see-

youngyoung college students join withwith-

othen
with-

othersothersothen to share their cu1tural-

heritage
culturalcu1turalcultural-

heritageheritage with our
elementaryletter
elementaryelementary-

studentsstudents. 0 , ."" Another letter-

Council
letter fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe, Alaska State Council on0 , the
Arts urges UAFsUAF's' contInuedcontInued-
support
Artssupport
support and sponsorship of thethe-

Tuma
the-

TurnsTumaTurns Theatre . The AlaskaAlaska-

Association
Alaska-

AssociationAssociation for the Arts wrote :

""TheThe Alaska Association for thethe-

Arts
the-

ArtsArts unanimouslyunanbnously supportssupports-
Tuma

supports-
TurnaTumaTurna Theatre " Another letterletter-

from
letter-

fromfrom the Institute of AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative Arts reads , ""ItIt is regret-

table
regretregret-¬.-

table that Alaska'sAlaskas' only perform ¬.

ingmg arts group representationalrepresentational-
ofofofallall Alaska Native culturescultures-

i

cultures-

should
cultures-

should _ _ ,-ii u-should no longer receive supportsupport-
from

support-
fromfrom the UnIversity , I would

urge yyou to remstatereinstate' ' the fundsfunds-

for
funds-

forfor TuTu-

the
Tuma Theatre The value ofof-

the
of-

thethe group aIS far momore thanthan-

monetary
than-

monetarymonetary , for the rretentionretention-
and

retention-
andand prorpror-

Cultural
promottonpromotion of Alaska NativeNative-

Cultural
Native-

CulturalCultural HeritageHentage ccannot bebe-

measured

be-

measuredmeasureded in dollars . TheThe-

response
enen-

thusiastic
en-en.-

ththusiasticSlastic response of ththOlethose whowho-

have
who-

havehave. .. . . VIewed. .. ed performperformances; , andand-

the

and-

thethe growth of students wbo-

have
whowbowho-

havehave participated inm the pro-

gram
propro-¬.-

gram , provide ample OVldenc-

eof

evidenceOVldenceevidence-

ofof the strengthstrengthandand beautybeauty-

of
beauty-

ofof the TumaTurna Theatre "


