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Of Bad Book '

Editor :

The genre of misrepresenta-
tion

misrepresentamisrepresenta- ¬-

tion is unfortunately well reprep-

resented
rep-

resented
rep-rep¬-

resented in literature aboutabout-

Alaska
about-

AlaskaAlaska .

The excerpt from Going toto-

Extremes
to-

ExtremesExtremes by Joe McGinnis pub-

lished
pub-

lished
pubpub-¬-

lished in We Alaskans SaturdaySaturday-
Sept

Saturday-
Sept(Sept . 20 , 1980)1980) is an extreme-

ly
extreme-

ly
extremeextreme- ¬-

ly good example of a bad book .

It is ignorant at best and racistracist-

at
racist-

atat worst , and is , alas , an excel-

lent
excel-

lent
excelexcel-¬-

lent example of inaccurate andand-

superficial
and-

superficialsuperficial views of Alaskan lifelife-

by
life-

byby an insensitive outside obob-

server
ob-

server
ob-ob¬-

server . We can see by specificspecific-

examples
specific-

examplesexamples that McGinnis has nono-

idea
no-

ideaidea what he is writing about .

1 .. First, his use of the wordword-

"Slavic

word-

"Slavic""SlavicSlavic" is unfortunate and mis-

leading
mis-

leading
mismis-¬-tosleading . The word has nothing toto-

do
to-

dodo with the English adjectiveadjective-

denotingdenoting ,Russians and otherother-

Slavs

other-

jjSlavsSlavs . McGinnisMcGinnis is mishearingmis-hearingmishearingmishearing-
and

'-
and misunderstanding a YupikYupik-

Eskimo
Yupik-

EskimoEskimo word ""SlaaviSlaavi" oror-

"Slaaviq
or-

"Slaaviq""SlaaviqSlaaviq ." The ""qq" is a YupikYupik-

nounnoun ending and is not found in
the English sound system . TheThe-

word
The-

wordword derives from the RussianRussian-

I

Russian-

andand Slavonic word for ""gloryglory "
and is taken from the openingopening-

line
opening-

lineTestamentrline of the New TestamentTestament-
ChristmasChristmas greeting ""GloryGlory toto-

Godmthe'Highest
to-

l -;=-Godmthe'HighestGodmthe'HighestGodmtheHighestGod in thethe'HighesttheHighest' Highest .."" - ,- -' ,'. ,>
(, .

.2 . There is not a single word inin-

thethedlthethe excerpt to indicate that thethe-

l

the-

socalled
the-

socalledso-calledsocalled-- ""SlavicSlavic Festival " isis-

actually

is-

actuallyactually the Christmas carollingcarolling-

that
carolling-

thatthat is part of Russian OrthodoxOrthodox-
r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- .- - - - -- - -

- -- - -
Christmas as celebrated through-
out

through-
out

throughthrough-¬-
out Alaska . McGinnis does notnot-

seem
not-

seemseem to be aware that he is obob-

serving
ob-

serving
ob-ob¬-

serving Christmas .

3 . A word such as ""SlaaviSlaavi"
or ""SlaaviqSlaaviq" is used in mostmost-
Alaska

most-
AlaskaAlaska Native Languages toto-

describe
to-

describedescribedescribe the custom known inin-

English
in-

EnglishEnglishEnglishasas ""starringstarring " or ""carol-
ling

"carolcarol"carol- ¬.-

ling .." The ""prayerprayer wheel " men-
tioned

men-
tioned

menmen-¬-

tioned by McGinnis is actuallyactually-

aa star which is carried from-

house
from-

house
from

house to house and spun on aa-

hand
a-

handhand held axle while the songssongs-

are
songs-

areare being sung . TheThe traditiontradition-
symbolizes

tradition-
symbolizessymbolizes and re-enactsreenacts-- thethe-

journey
the-

journeyjourney of the Magi followingfollowing-

the
following-

thethe Star of Bethlehem . One ofof-

the

of-

thethe ""ancientancient Russian hymns "
vaguely mentioned by McGinnisMcGinnis-
isis the Christmas Tropar oror-

Hymn
or-

HymnHymn , one line ofofwhichwhich goesgoes-

"those
goes-

"those""thosethose who worshipped the starsstars-

were
stars-

werewere taught by a star (fo(00 adore-

Thee
adore-

Thee
adore

Thee , the Sun of Righteousness .."
The hymn is indeed ancient , andand-

dates
and-

datesdates probably from the fifthfifth-

century
fifth-

centurycentury , when the ChurchChurch-
separated

Church-
separatedseparated the celebration of thethe-

Nativity
the-

NativityNativity of Christ from thethe-

Epiphany
the-

EpiphanyEpiphany , and set the date ofof-

Christmas

of-

ChristmasChristmas as December 25 toto-

combat
to-

combatcombat PaganPagan'sunPagansunPagan-sunPagansun'"-"sunsun worship . AnAn-

other
An-

other
An-An¬-

other hymn McGinnis was hear-

ing
hear-

ing
hearhear-¬-

ing was the ""GloryGlory to GodGod-

in
God-

inin the highest " from Luke'sLukesLuke's-

Gospel
Luke's-

Gospel

'
Gospel , and from which thethe-

name
the-

namename of the starring
.
customcustom-

derives
custom-

derivesderives .

Starring is an old folkfol-

kJcustomof

folk-

customJcustom--ofJcustomofcustom,*-, ofofsomebutv-''somebut"not.allS-
lavic

'some-but"not.all-somebutnot.all'somesomebut"not.allbutnotall-some-butvsomebutvsome-buttbutt-- " not ;:._. all-

Slavic

all-

Slavic
all-all- ,

Slavic people . It was introducedintroduced-
into

introduced-
intointo Alaska some 200 years ago ,
and continues among thethe-

Orth.odox

the-

OrthodoxOrthodoxOrth.odox. in Alaska and in somesome-

but
some-

butbut not all Orthodox ethnic

. _.- _- - - - - - - - - - -- -- -- -- -- --- - ---- -- -

- - - - - - - -
groups elsewhere in the US andand-

Canada
and-

CanadaCanada (as well as the OldOld-

World
pldpld-

WorldWorld .) Choice of songs variesvaries-

according
varies-

accordingaccording to community taste .

In Anchorage we sing ""SilentSilent"Silent-

Night
"Silent-

NightNight " and other WesternWestern-

Christmas
Western-

ChristmasChristmas songs in addition toto-

the
to-

thethe traditional Eastern OthodoxOthodox-
hymns

Othodox-
hymnshymns and carols .

4 . McGinnis is in the midst ofof-

Russian
of-

RussianRussian Orthodox Christmas ,

yet the only reference to Christ-

mas
Christ-

mas
ChristChrist-¬-

mas is a quote from a disgruntl-

ed
disgruntldisgruntl-¬-

ed villager that ""thisthis goddamgoddam-
Slavic

goddam-
SlavicSlavic ruins everything . YouYou-

can't
You-

can'tcan'tcant' even watch real ChristmasChristmas-

onon TV ."

5 . A minor point : the ""villagevillage"village-
leaders

"village-
leadersleaders waving incense " areare-

probably
are-

probablyprobably the clergy - a priest oforof-

deacon

or-

deacondeacon . This , if in fact correct-
ly

correct-
ly

correctcorrect-¬-
ly observed by McGinnis , maymay-

be
may-

bebe a local custom , as incenseincense-

isis not carried in some otherother-

communities
other-

communitiescommunities during starring .

Another minor , but typicaltypical-

point
typical-

pointpoint : McGinnis is upset by thethe-

"orgy
the-

"orgy""orgyorgy of sugar ." I can'tcant' com-

ment
com-

ment
comcom-¬-

ment on this, other than toto-

remember
to-

rememberremember my childhood Christ-
mases

Christ-
mases

Christ-Christhrist -.
mases in New York and my dede-

light
de-

light
de-de¬-

light at ribbon candy , candycandy-

cane
candy-

canecane , stockings full of gumgum andand-

candy

and-

candycandy etc . Enough said .

As a writer , McGinnis has cercer-

tainly

cer-

tainly
cer-cer¬-

tainly avoided the potentiallypotentially-
saccharine

potentially-
saccharinesaccharine ""ChristmasChristmas CustomsCustoms-

Around
Customs-

AroundAround the World " approach .

I suspect he goes to the extremeextreme-

opposite. .- opposite point =...ofof..-of
o-fof ,yiewviewyiew1ot,, !notnot.b-

y
notb-

y.. byby-

choice
. '"< o

choice , but out ofof ignoranceignorance ,;," *' - iIIJ!
Richard DauenhauerDauenhauer-

Anchorage
Dauenhauer-

AnchorageAnchorage , AlaskaAlaska-

Continued

Alaska-

Continued

Alaska-

Continued(Continued on Page 18)18)
. - --- -
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I ><kitJr fI ditur-
I

dumditurdum-

11mI11mhis lettcrletter IS 10in rospol1response'" toto-

t

to-

iti '" kttcrletter tromIrani HarrHarm, Johl1John Inin-

r,"r ]bnbnh,ininth--- tht- h-hh,hISSUCthissueISSUCissue I hhIehoe\I\eIe thethe-

ins11 1\1\1IO' IOins quoqtonsquestions fur IIU11urnurn-

Hru110Hru, '" ",wouldwouldiould i' 0 1001reel1001IfreelifIfif-

n . .
1n" Ol1ene saidsaid11" \\1111Nil th brown-

'e
hrownbrown

''eec ' ""IeIe"inin Jleare Intr'ingtringtr'ingti' 109109tototi, i" ikee over-

'tiL

merover
.

''tiLtiL""CC "µ"orldorldorid
oridu,1: Dou,1u1, you To.liTolireal. ,", the JIIdil

terence between a school andand-

aa )JaljaiPaiP, '
3 ArAren'tArentn- 'tn- t' we part of ""West-

ern
"WestWest"West-¬.-

ernem LlvCivilizationlzatlon '""
4 How has it11 broughtbrought-

death
brought-

deathdeath and destructionitruction to thethe-

earth
the-

oarthearthoarth '>
5 How many people go toto-

the
to-

thethe slatesstates as pnsonersprisonersprisoners1prisoners1-

h
'

hbis What are ""modesmodes " of

Western Civilization ?

7 Are the Federal Peniten-

tiaries
PenitenPemtenPeniten-¬.-

tiariestlanes ""theirstheirs " or ours '?"
8 . Who pays for them1themthem9?'
9 If ""CapitalismCapitalism " is so bad ,

why don'tdont' you move to thethe-

Soviet
the-

SovietSoviet UnionUmon and try out thethe-

posons
the-

prisonspnsonsposonsprisons therethere9there9-

I

'
I find trainstrams of thought inmin-

Mr

m-

MrMr John'sJohns' reasoningreasonmg similarsunilar to

that of Hitler His presentatJon-
was

presentation-
was

presentationpresentatJon
was IdealistIc ., raciallycully biased ,.,

and inconsistentmcollStStent He takes forfor-

granted

for-

grantedgranted many of the freedomsfreedoms-

wewe enjoy as AmericansAmeocans AlAIAl-

though

Al-Al¬.-
though our Democracy is notnot-

perfect

not-

perfectperfect ,. In thistIus country eacheach-

indIVlduaJ

each-

individualindividualindIVlduaJ controls hisIus ownown-

destiny

own-

destmydestinydestmy to a far greater extentextent-

than

extent-

thanthan almostaJmost any other nation in1/11/

the world . Let'sLets'' keep It thatthat-

way

that-

wayway
waySincerely

SmcerelySincerely Yours .,

TunTim SchverchSchverch-

P.SP.sPs.. . I am for an Alaskan J3jailjail-

systemsystem .

* * * * * * * * * * *


