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' By Maria Bofanz8olonzBolanz
'""SOSO"SOHAGOSOHAGOHAGO . . . SOSOHAGOHAGO . . . SO HAHAGOGO . . ,. ".
""ReturnReturn . . . Return . . . Return . . . ".

(Continued from torlast week , the poignant story of a Tlingit woman , Chin Kley , separated from herher-

infant

her-

infant
'

infant son at his birth and dying from tuberculosis is a hospital far from the spruce forests and
snow-cappedsnowcapped-- mountains of hherr homeland . Her loneliness and homesickness impels her tto" writewrite-

letters

write-

lettersletters to her little son , telling him of thetf.1etf1e. rich heritage of the Tlingit people . )

March 2323-

I

23-

II have not been able toto-

write

to-

writewrite to you for a few days . AtAt-

least
At-

leastleast that was what the doctordoctor-
said

doctor-
saidsaid ., I had to rest , and I feltfelt-

like

felt-

likelike resting . I do not like feelingfeeling-

bad

feeling-

badbad again , because IIam-,-amam afraidafraidI-

Nwill
afrai-

dlvillFwilll\villlvillINwill'"\ be ill as I was those firstfirst-

t
first-

twottwotwoo months . I am afraid ofof-

going

of-

goinggoing back . . . and I was feel-

ing

feel-

ing
feelfeel-¬-

ing so well . . . it makes me feel '

all lost again . That is why II-

1ould

I-

bould:-iould1ould-bouldbould scarcely wait until I waswas'abl-

e

was-

able''- able
a-

ble
'-

able
a-

bleable to write to you again ,. forfor-

just
for-

justjust to be saying somethingsomething-

toto yoyou gives me hope . . . and II-

need
,

need it so .
.-

-

,
<

You see , several days ago II-

was

I-

waswas sitting up and weaving .

Suddenly I1 began to cough and '

cough ., . , I could not summonsummon-

them
summon-

themthem . . ., it seemed to shake mymy-

body
my-

bodybody all over . . . and I fellfell-

across
fell-

acrossacross the pillow on which mymy-

weaving
my-

weavingweaving rested . I lay there . . .

not being able to move myselfmyself-

oror lift my arms . I lay therethere-

coughing
there-

coughingcoughing and coughing and

coughing into the pillow . TheyThey-

found
They-

foundfound me that way . . . andand-

then
and-

thenthen I developed a fever andandwaswaswas-

tired
was-

tiredtired all day , and they gave meme-

pills
me-

pillspills to sleep . I ached all over ,

and there was a great pain inin-

my
in-

mymy chest . My doctordoctor-doctorsaysdoctor-saysdoctorsays"- says thisthis-

will
this-

willwill go away . I hope he is right .

. . I could not bear to be ill againagain-

like
again-

likelike those two months . I shall bebe-

better
be-

betterbetter and better and betterbetter-
all

betterall'-

the
'

allall'th-

e

allth-

e

the time ; even now I am . HeHe-

says
He-

sayssays these things just happenhappen-
when

happen-
whenwhenwhen one is getting well . And soso-

I

so-

II shall not think of it , but thinkthink-

instead
think-

insteadinstead of other things . . . .

It was also at this timetime-

thai
time-

thatthatthaithatwethaiwewe would go at sunrise toto-

Tongass
to-

TongassTongass HarbourHarbou(" to gather thethe-

hemlock
the-

hemlockhemlock branches on which wewe-

had
we-

hadhad collected herring eggs . I havehave-
told

have-
toldtoldtoldtoldyouyou that the name of thisthis-

month
this-

monthmonth in TlingitTlingit.isTlingitis.is the Moon ofof-

the
of-

thethe Herring Eggs . The herringherring-

spawn
herring-

spawnspawn near the beaches , andand-

because
and-

becausebecause we are very fond ofof-

eating
of-

eatingeating herring eggs , we collectcollect-

them
collect-

themthem for ourselves by placingplacing-

the
placing-

thethe. branches of the hemlockhemlock-

down
hemlock-

downdown into the water so that thethe-

eggs

the-

eggseggs will attach to them as they

, , . .
. . ,

do to the sea grass .

It was a day of low tide a'nd-

the
anda'ndand-

the

'

the water was out untuntil1 .,.thethe seasea-

'grass

sea-

grass'-grass'grass-grass was visible , and eaeachh !smallailaUtmall *'

leaf was coveredcoveredV1th\Vith\V1thV1thwith "- herringherring-

eggs

-

eggs . Have you eveverr seen tthethe-

morning
ee-

morningmorning sunlight on sea grassgrass ,
and the glistening of the water atat-

dawn

at-

dawndawn . . ..whenwhen all the forest isis-

awakening
istt,

awakening ?

Across the harbor stoodstood-

Tongass
stood-

TongassTongass MountamMountain ., anand its sum-

mit
sum-

mit
sumsum-¬- ;

.mit was all coveredcoveredwithwith snow . ;

On the cliff side the snowsnow-

seemed

'

seemed very
'_ heavy , but the .

'.

round lower slopes that fell =

.
away from it wereweIe green . II-

rememberremember on the heavily wood-

ed
wood-

ed
woodwood-¬- :

ed slopes we could hear thethe-

grouse
:
.

grouse calling . Occasionally thethe-

wild
.

wild haunting cry of a loon100nloon-
wouldwould pierce the morning air ,

and a heron would fly over-

head
over-

head
overover-¬- ,

head . The . day was cloudlesscloudless-

and
cloudless-

andand warm as the sun rose fullyfully-

over
fully-

overover Tongass Mountain and intointo-

our
into-

ourour faces as we knelt in thethe-

moist
-

moist sand to gather our hem-

lock
hem-

lock
hemhem-¬-

lock branches .

(Continued on Page 26)26)
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With the advance ol01of the sun .,

theIhe lifehfe in the forest increIncreased-

The
incre"JIncreasedincreased-

The
""JJ

The shadows that it cast oon thethe-

spruce
the-

sprucespruce and cedar treesIrees dimdiminish-

ed
dunlnlShdiminish-diminish .-

ed until only the lower srslopesslopes-

lay

slopes-

lay

. _ . _

lay inI the cool darkdarkshadowsshadowsshadows-

The
shadows-

TheThe upper slopes became hghter-

green
lighterhghterlighter-

greengreen" Iin the sunlightsunhght and onlyonly-

InIn thelltheir soft curvess that folded InIn-

and
in-

andand deepened Iintoto small valleysvalleys-

was
valleys-

waswas there the blue blackness ofof-

the
of-

thethe spruce that hadhadnotnot yetyet-

been
yet-

beenbeen touched by sunlight... OnlyOnly-

the
Only-

thethe lowerlowet shore was stillstillmin dark-

ness
dark-

ness
darkdark-¬-

ness that fellfelloffoff into the waterwater-

How
water-

HowHow calm it was that morn-

Ing

mornmorn-¬-.

ing ' There was not a ripplenpple In-

the
intoto-

thethe middle of the bay ., and onon-

oUt

on-

ourouroUt side therethete was only a faintfaint-

lapping
faint-

lappinglapping of the water that rockedtockedrocked-
L

rocked-

the
tocked-

the_ . . .--LLthe sea grass andj loosgnedloosened [thethe-

hemlock
the-

hemlock
(, (

hemlock branchesiches that we hadhad-

not
had-

notnot yet carriedearned off And therethere-

was
there-

waswas about us the sandy beachbeach-

made
beach-

mademade4-44i- ilarger now, because of thethe-

low
the-

low
the-

lowlow tide ,. and behind it fellfeUfeUawayfellawayawayaway-

the
away-

thethe forest of the flatland wherewhere-

lay
where-

laylay the trail on whIch we hadhad-

come
had-

comecome
comeAs

As. we worked gathennggatheringgathenngourgatheringourour

branches our feet would sinksink-

Into
sink-

intointo the fairlyfa1y livinglivingsandsand ,. ahve-

with
aliveahvealive-

withwith allaU the animalsanbnalsanbnalsofof the seasea-

at
sea-

atat low tide . ClaimClamsClams-wereClamswere*- were squirt-
Ing

squirtsquirt-¬-.

ing ,. andandctabandcrabsctabcrabtcrabs. had dug them-

selves
themthem-*-.

elvesselves into small mounds of sand .,
andandotherother shell fIShfishandandandmusselsmusselsmussels-

were
mussels-

werewere Iymglying exposed alat our feet .

But we were hehere to gathergather-

herring
gather-

herringherringing eggs thisthismorningmorning ., andand-

not
and-

notnot the other thingsthmgs . We laidlard ourour-

branches
our-

branchesbranches aside and securelysecurely-

attached
securely-

attachedattached them so thaithat theythey-

would
they-

wouldwould not be Iolost with '., theirtheir-

ry

their-

treasurene.C1Ye'patlad
their-

treasuret11htreasuret1-1htreasuret11h?-,treasure-ne.C1Ye'patladtreasurene.C1Yepatladtreasurene.C1Ye'patladneC1Yepatlad- .rt.irertire$ . . :' [iIilJh<lblb-

back
..' , _. .---., -back to our YlIlagevIllage .

How very< --ryry hungry 1I am forfotfor-

herring
fot-

herrmgherrmgherring eggs ' OhOhlt, It is so wonder-

ful
wonder-

ful
wonder-wonder-

ful when they are In abundance ;

we eat them solidly for a week ,

for they are so wonderful fresh .

After that to preserve them forfor-

eating
for-

eatingeating we must dry them . Some-

ay

Some-

times
Some-

tunes
Some-Some-

tunestimes ., too ., Iin ApfApril and as latelate-

as

late-

asas Mayay we gather them on thethe-

seaweed
the-

seaweedseaweedeed and on the kelp andand-

store
and-

storestore them away . To cook thethe-

eggs

the-

eggseggs we drpdip the branches in andand-

out
and-

outout of bodingboilingboilingwat.rbodingwaterwaterwat.rwatr. and thenthen-

serve
then-

serveserve them with greasegreale . I1 :canI:3nI3n

eat a whole bowl of these ,.

just as people do ricence ; and howhow-

much
how-

muchmuch ffun itt.ttt.kitt.tisoItiso!to chew them , forfotfor-

they
fot-

theythey snapmapsnapand.ctaekletsnapandctaeklet, and
,.
crackleetackJe ! They areare-

smaller
are-

smallersmaller. thatthaq.=salmona1monealmoneggs.,. eggs ,. andand-

white
and-

wlutewhitewlute , bbut-butbutwhenbrit-whenbritwhenl:--whenwheQ theytheystillthey'sttlltheysttll"-'"KillKill-stillstill clingelmgcling-

in
elmg-

inin the
_
seseasea to teasea '''itaSSitaSSgrass oror-

hemlock
or-

hemlockhemlock boughsbouglu they ireare opaque ,

and they glisten .


