
Nunivak Carver

Artists along the Kusko-

kwun
Kusko-

kwim
Kusko-Kusko -.

kwimkwun and Lower Yukon RiversRivers-

are
Rivers-

areare a variedvaned group ofofmenmen andand-

women
and-

womenwomen , rangingrangmg from respected-

elders
respected-

elders
respected

elders who use the same meth-

ods
methmeth-.-

ods and materialsmatenals as theirtheir-

parents
their-

parentsparents and grandpagrandparents: , toto-

trained
to-

trainedtrained contemporcontemporary: artistsartists-

whose
artists-

whosewhose works are often rooted In-

tradition
inin-

traditiontradition .

One of the best-knownbestknown-- andand-

most
and-

mostmost respected artists is KayKay-

Hendnckson
Kay-

HendricksonHendncksonHendrickson , a traditxtradition-
who

tradition-traditiontraditional>nal- ' carvercarver-

who
carver-

who

-

who works in wood andarm Ivoryivuiy .,

who has recently achieved aa-

measure

a-

measuremeasureire of statewide and na-

I

na-

honal
na-

tional
na-na-

honaltional I recognition for hIS-

Numvak
hishis-

Nunivak

his-

NunivakNunivakNumvak dance stickssticks-

Kay

sticks-

KayKay is almost the onlyonly-

"rver
only-

carver
only-

carver"rverrvercarver" left who ststill" makes- - - - "thesethese-

dance
these-

dancedancenee sticks TheThese large wood-

en
woodwood-.-

en shafts portray a hunter inin-

a

in-

aa kayak with 10IO or 15IS stylustyhzedstylizedstyhzed-

sea
stylized-

seasea mammals and birds arrang-

ed
arrangarrang-¬.-

ed on scseveral cross-piecescrosspieces-- in-

front
minm-

frontfront ''ofof him , all with harpoonsharpoons-
protruding

harpoons-
protrudmgprotrudingprotrudmg froifrom theIr sides . TheThe-

sticks
The-

stickssticks can be as much as SI-
Xfeet

sixsix-

feetfeet long , and were origin11-

suspended
ongmally-

suspended
originally-

suspended
origin-11--origin11ongmallyoriginally,

- - -

suspended from the roof oof aa-

qa5g1q

a-

qasgiqqasgiqqa5g1q , or comcommunity house , onon-

Nunivak
on-

NunrvakNunivakNunrvak Island . A dancer held-

onto
held-

onto
held

onto the mainmam shaft and thrustthrust-

Itit back and forth in a dincedance .

OccasIOnally , Kay will pick upup-

new
up-

new
upaa

newH stick he has just completed ,
begin softly chantingchantmg to himselfhunself ,
and do a ffew motions from thethe-

dance
the-

dancedance .

One of Kiy'sKiysKay'sKays' ddance; sticks ,

owned by the Anchorage Histor-

ical
HistorHistor-¬.-

icallcal and Fine Arts Museum , waswas-

selected
was-

selectedselected by Joan Mondale to bebe-

exhibited
be-

exhibitedexhibited in the Vice President-
ial

President-
idence

President-President -

ialialresidenceresidenceidence . Kay and his wife ,

Mattie , have saved an invitation

to a dinnerdmner at the White HouseHouse-

asas a result of that , indand ia colorcolor-

photograph
color-

photographphotograph of Mrs . MondaleMondale-

standing
Mondale-

standingstanding next to the dance stickstick-

hanging
stick-

hangmg"hangmghanging""ngingnging inm hernn-

i
house . They aIalsoalso-

receivedreceIvedi a ChnstmChnstmasChristmas card fromfrom-

the

from-

thethe Mondales thistlus year..

Another dance stick receivrecelvreceiv-
ed

receiv-receiv ¬.-
ed a JJuror'sJurorsuror'surors' Award inm thethe
1980 Alaska Native Woodwork ¬.

ing Competition and traveled toto-

several
to-

severalseveral communitiescommumtles inm the state .

Kay has seen ia lot of changechange-

InIn his lifetime . He was oomborn min aa-

village

a-

villagevillage on the south side oatofat-

Nunivak
of-

Nunivak
!

Nunivak Island In 1909 , andandwaswaswas-

r

was-

raisedrraisedLSed in the oldoldtfestyle\lifestyle\tfestyletfestyle He hashas-

no
has-

nono formal art trainingtratnlng ; he sayssays-

he
says-

hehe learned to carve as a youngyoung-

man
young-

manman uybybywatchingwatching his uncunclOuncles'$ andand-

expenmentmg
and-

experimenting

'
pv.unentmgpvunentmgexpenmentmgexperimenting. himselfhunself... nHe hashas-

been
has-

beenbeenen carvingcarvmg ever since , ss-

using
stillstill-

using
still-

usingusing the old hand tools and-

methods
and-

methods
andand-

methodsmethods he learned as a youth .

Thehe rest of his lifehfe , hohowever ,

reflects the contemporary lifehfe ¬.

style . He and his family mrmovedmoved-

to

'
to Bethel from MekoryulMekoryuk in

1974 , they now live inm a newnew-

house
new-

househouse builtbull! by the Alaska StateState-

Housing
State-

HousmgHousmgHousingng AuthorityAuthonty .. Kay hashas-

never
has-

nevernever learned EnglishEnghsh , but hIS-

w
hishis-

wifewwifee MittieMattie usually accompaniesaccompanies-
him

accompanies-
hunhimhun to translate . It is easy toto-

forget
to-

forget'forget that he is seventy-plusseventyplusseventyplus-
years

seventyplus-
years

nty-plusntyplusntyplus-
years

--
years old , as he zips around onon-

hIS

on-

hishis new three-wheelthreewheel-- motorcyclemotorcycle-
oror tikestakes his motorboatmotorbot:! up oror-

down
or-

downdown rivernver to collect the rightright-

type
right-

typetype of wood .

Kay is not iboutabout to retireretueretire-

yet
retue-

yetyet.. He still has too many ideasideas-

in
ideas-

inin his head that he wants toto-

make
to-

makemake . His next project may be ,
in MattieMattie'sMattiesMattse'sMattses'" words ,

M""AAMAA differentdifferent-
kind

different-
kindkind of dance stick , one you'veyouveyou've-

never
you've-

never
'

never seen before ."


