
Kotzebue Recreation Center Destroyed By Fire
By STAN JONESJONES-

Koaebue
JONES-

KotzebueKotzebueKoaebue CorrespondentCorrespondent-

TheThe Kotzebue IRA , ((IndianIndian-
Reorganization

IndianIndian-

ReorganizationReorganization ActActRecreationActRecreation-
Center

),.,Recreation-
Center

Recreation
Center was completely destroy-
ed

destroy-
ed

destroydestroy- ¬-

ed by fire on the night ofof-

February
of-

FebruuyFebruaryFebruuy 5S , 1981.. The blazeblaze-

broke
blaze-

brokebroke ,. out shortly before ninenine-

o'clock
nine-

o'clocko'clockoclock' and had reduced thethe-

two.story
the-

twostorytwo-storytwostorytwo.storytwostory--. structure to smolder-
ing

smoldersmolder-smolder-
ing

¬-

ing embersemben by 10:301030: . SeveralSeveral-

people
Several-

peoplepeople , allaD of whom escaped un-

hurt
unun-un¬.-

hurt , were in the buildingbuDding whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe fire startedltarted .

At the timetbne of the blaze ,
there was a man in the menmen'smensmen's-

sauna

',
saunasauna,, and a woman in thethe-

women's
the-

women'swomen'swomens' sauna . Both noticednoticed-
the

noticed-
thethe samename thing : smoke comingcoming-

from
coming-

fromfrom the floor drain . HastilyHastily-

wrapping
Hastily-

wrappingwrapping themselvesthemsclvea in towels ,

they went out to the office area

to find out what was going on .

They found the managermansger there ,
CharlieChaflie Stalker , yelling ""Every-

body
"Every-

body
"EveryEvery"Every- ¬-

body out of the buildingbuDding !" BothBoth-

of
Both-

ofof the toweWrapedtowel.drapedtoweldrapedtowel-drapedtoweldraped-. people ran-

Into
rID-

into
ranrID

into their respective dressingdressing-

rooms
dressing-

roomsrooms , grabgrabbedbed their clothes andand-

went
and-

wentwent out .

At this point the buDding-

was
buildingbuDdingbuilding-

waswas fillingfil1ing up withwithsmokesmoke ;

Stalker grabbed a firefile extinguish-
er

extinguishtlnguishextinguish- ¬.-
er and ranrID down to the furnacefurnace-

room
furnace-

roomroom to try to fight the firefile ;

He thought the firefile mustm\lltmllt\ have-

started
havehave-

startedstarted there . Both of thethe-

persons
the-

personspersons in the sauna thought thethe-

smoke

the-

smokesmoke smeDedsmelled pflyoilyDy , too .

Crews from the .olunteerolunteervolunteervolunteer-
Kotzebue

..olunteer-
KotzebueKotzebue fire department andand-

the

and-

thethe airport battled the blaze.butblazebut., ,,

hampered by 252S mph wmdswllldswinds andand-

problems
and-

problemsproblems with the water supply ,

were unable to control the blaze .

Although the city water tanktank-

held
tank-

heldheld plenty of water during thethe-

battIe
the-

battlebattlebattIe , the city'scitys' fire chiefcWef saidsaid-

thethe system simply cannot deliver-

enough
deliverdeliver-

enoughenough water to the hydrants toto-

fight
to-

fightfight a major blaze likeJJke the oneone-

that
one-

thatthat consumed the Rec CenterCenter-

He
Center-

HeHe said a flow of 770007,000,fXXJ gallonsgallons-

per
gallons-

perper minute would have been rere-

quired
reore-rereo-

qulred

¬-

quiredqulred for suchsuth a blazeblue but aa-

flow
a-

flowflow of only 33JOOO3,0003000,fXXJ gallons waswas-

available
was-

availableavailable at the beginning ,. andand-

that
and-

thatthat declined to about 2,0002000,
,, perper-

minute
per-

minuteminute during the fight .

In addition to tapping thethe-

city's

the-

city'scity'scitys' water supply ,. fire fightersrlghtenfighters-

drew
rlghten-

drewdrew water from a large tank atat-

the
at-

thethe nearbyarby PHS hospital . TheThe-

only
The-

onlyonly InjuriesInjunes reported werewere-

minor
were-

minorminor smoke inhalationmhalation by oneone-

fireman
one-

fllemanfllemanfiremanlan and a bump on the head

of another . The building was not-

equipped
notnot-

equippedequipped with sprinklerssprnlden! butbut-

did
but-

diddid meet fire codes .

Although the buildingbuDdlllg waswas-

operated
was-

operatedoperated by the Kotzebue IRAIRA-

Counal
IRA-

CouncilCouncilCounal , the USU.s. . Economic-
Development

EconomicEconomic-
DevelopmentDevelopment Agency held titletitle-

to
title-

toto it as well as the insuranceinsurance-
policy

insurance-

policypolicy . The 'value'IIlueIIlue of the buDding-

was
buildingbuDdingbuilding-

waswas not immediately known , butbut-

the
but-

thethe original cost of constructionconstruction-
waswas put at $$700700$700,00070000057001)005700100)POO, . The build-

ing
buildbwldbuild-¬.-

ing featured a game room ,,

exercISe faciliuifaciliuesfacilities , ..unaunasauna andand-

shower
and-

showershower on the ground floor ,
with offices on the top story .

IRA CouncilCounc preSIdent-

Nellie
presidentpresident-

NellieNellie Ward saidSaJd the B1ABlABIA socialsoctalsocial-

services

socta-

lscmcesservicesscmces administered by thethe-

Council
the-

CouncilCouncil will be moved to thethe-

Dnft
the-

DriftDriftDnft Inn till space openropens-opensopensup- up in

the EskimosEskimoc Building . TheThe-

School
The-

SchoolSchool District has headquartenI-

II

headquarters-

in

headquartersheadquarten

inIII the DriftDrt Inn ; the EskimosEskimos-

BuDding
Eskimos-

BuildingBuildingBuDding is owned by the villag-
ecorporation

villagevillage-

corporationcorporation and Mauneluk has-

its
hashas-

iuitsiu headquarters there .

Although the cause of thethe-

fire

the-

firefire has not been ptnnedpinned down ,

the statestate'sstates', chief firefue investlpt-

or

investigga-

tor

investigatinvestlpt-investlptinvestiggat-investiggat¬-

or saidSlId it is defudefinitelytely not arson .
Fire marshalmanhal Lee Davis said thatthat-

he

that-

hehe has concluded that the fireruefire-

was

rue-

waswas accidental , possiblypOSlloly electric-

ji
electric-

al

electric-electric-
al , jiIn originorigm Davis said he maymay-

have

may-

havehave. . * more informationmfonnation afterafter-

consultation

after-

consultationconsultation withwuh other expertsexperts-

UI

experts-

inmUIin FairbanksFatrbanks . Davis also said thatthat-

that

that-

thatthat SlDcesince the Rec Center waswas-

owned
was-

ownedowned by the VSU.sUs. . Government ,

inveStJgatinvestigationon wfllwill not be pursuedpursued-

further
pursued-

furtherfurther unless there is a requestrequest-

from
request-

rom(fromrom the federal agency


